
Matthew’s calling 
 
 It is easy to remember the chapter and verse of this Gospel passage: 
Matthew 9:9. Here the apostle tells us about his calling, the moment he met 
Jesus and asked him to follow him. Matthew is a man of few words. He 
summarizes the history of his vocation with the least possible words: Jesus 
passes by, says ‘follow me’, and he gets up and follows him. Matthew, could 
you tell us a bit more? What did you feel? What were you thinking at that 
moment? Did you know Jesus before this? So many questions I would like to 
ask him. But Matthew wanted to give us a summary of any vocation, what 
happens when God passes close by the life of any Christian. 
 But let’s try to stop time and see a bit more with a magnifying glass. We 
have the famous painting of Caravaggio, the calling of Matthew, to help us. We 
see Matthew as a central figure sitting behind a desk overflowing with coins, 
with people around him arguing, and on his right Jesus appears with other 
apostles, and points his finger at him. At the same time Matthew points his 
own finger at himself, asking if it is him that Jesus is signaling. This is the 
crucial moment. Caravaggio painted Jesus’ hand copying Michael Angelo’s 
Sistine Chapel detail of the creation of man, where the hand of God is almost 
touching Adam’s. Any vocation can be considered like a new creation; it is the 
hand of God pointing at us, asking if we want to receive a gift and be remade 
anew. It is not a burden but a treasure. 
 Matthew in the painting asks if it is him, the one Jesus is calling, 
because there are other people around. Are you sure? We need to remember 
that Matthew was a tax collector, considered a sinner by the Jews, because tax 
collectors took their money and gave it to the Romans. Some rabbis doubted 
whether they could be saved. Matthew had heard Jesus preaching the good 
news and felt his attraction. He longed to follow him like the others, but he 
was a public sinner. The same happens to us when we feel Jesus’ love, but we 
find it difficult to wake up in the morning. How can we follow Jesus if we are 
always sinning, constantly falling down? 
 But Jesus has turned his gaze on us. Pope Francis talks about his 
election. “I often visited the Church of St. Louis of France, and I went there to 
contemplate the painting of ‘The Calling of St. Matthew,’ by Caravaggio. That 
finger of Jesus, pointing at Matthew. That’s me. I feel like him. Like Matthew. 
It is the gesture of Matthew that strikes me: he holds on to his money as if to 
say, ‘No, not me! No, this money is mine.’ Here, this is me, a sinner on whom 
the Lord has turned his gaze.” That’s why Pope Francis chose this Miserando 
atque Eligendo as his motto. By having Mercy and by choosing him. 
 When Matthew realised that Jesus was serious, that he was really 
pointing to him, he jumped up, the chair falling backwards, pushed the table 
away from him, all the coins falling everywhere, and followed Jesus. The 
people who were around him began to ask questions, while at the same time 
scrambling to pick up the coins from the ground, fighting against each other. 
Matthew didn’t answer. He just followed Jesus with a smile on his face, 
without looking back. 
 
 
 


