
Canaanite woman 
 
 Today we see in the Gospel a pagan woman getting from Jesus what 
she wanted. Even though she wasn’t a Jew, she managed a miracle from the 
Lord. She teaches us how to pray, how to ask and how to get what we need. 
This simple woman shows us how to approach Jesus. She gives us an example 
of prayer and what should be the main characteristics of our petition: faith, 
humility and perseverance. We should learn from her when we find ourselves 
in her shoes. 
 Jesus had gone to that region of Tyre and Sidon, close to the coast, to 
get away from Herod and the Jews, who were looking for him, to spend time 
with his apostles without distractions. It was a region of gentiles, colonies of 
Phoenicians and Greeks, people with no faith in the God of Israel. But she 
sensed who Jesus was. She didn’t have anybody to go to and she knew that 
Jesus would be her last chance. She was determined to get from Jesus what 
she needed, and she didn’t stop until she achieved her end. She had such a 
great trust in Our Lord that he praised her faith: “O woman, great is your 
faith!” Jesus doesn’t normally praise people. 
 The second quality of her petition is humility. She kneels in front of 
Jesus, cries out so much that the apostles have to ask Jesus to send her away, 
and she is not discouraged when Jesus puts her down. She knows who Jesus is 
and she knows that her daughter is possessed by a demon. She is in a position 
of necessity, lacking what she needs and knowing that the Master can do what 
she is asking for. She knows too that she doesn’t have anything to give to him 
in return, and in this regard she is powerless, without any card left to play. 
Her condition is of total poverty, in front of a powerful prophet, who can heal 
her daughter out of compassion. 
 But the best example this woman gives us is her perseverance. She goes 
all the way in her request and she is not going to stop until she gets what she 
wants. Jesus tests her faith. It is what our prayer should be. We must keep 
asking what we need, even though it looks as if Jesus is not listening to us and 
he is not giving us what we are asking for. If we keep praying it means that 
Jesus is listening to us, otherwise we will stop praying. He is making sure that 
we really want what we are asking for and his delay improves our desires. 
Constancy is a great quality of a good prayer. 
 Another lesson this scene teaches us, is how powerful mothers are in 
front of Jesus, when they pray for the spiritual revival of their sons. It reminds 
us of the pleas of Saint Monica, when she begged a holy bishop for her son 
Augustine. He answered her: “It is impossible that the son of these tears 
should perish.” History proved him right. Jesus’ heart is specially touched by 
them. We can see it today in the gospel, and in other instances, as with the 
widow of Nain, or the mother of John and James. God listens in a special way 
to the prayer of those who know how to love. 
 


