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A PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
  

O Lady of Fatima, 
Through the virtue of your immaculate Heart, 
Obtain for us from blessed Jesus, 
The fountain of every grace, 
Justice, Charity and Peace. 

Amen 
Pope John XXIII 

  
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
In the following pages we present a summary narrative of strange events which took 
place in 1917 in Portugal, near the little village of Fatima. It is a very human and 
touching story based ultimately on the word of three simple peasant children. Their 
narrative has been closely scrutinized by both civil and ecclesiastical authorities. It 
has been given due approval both at the local diocesan level, and by the Holy See 
itself.  

 We may note that there are two streams of evidence for these events. The first is 
the evidence of eyewitnesses, contemporary newspaper reports and testimonies 
given before the local canonical inquiry of 1919. The second stream of evidence is 
that given by Lucia, the oldest "seer", years later. This is found in written statements 
of 1925-1927, of 1937-1938, but most especially in documents of 1941-1942 as the 
silver jubilee of the apparitions approached. It was in the last writings that Lucia 
emphasised devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. We note that this was no 
novelty. Its origins go back to the difficult and dark days of the seventeenth century 
and St. Francis de Sales and St. John Eudes.  

THE APPARITIONS AT FATIMA  

 In centuries past the barren uplands around the little village of Fatima, which is one 
hundred miles by road north of Lisbon, had seen several of the great battles in which 
Portugal had won its freedom from the tyranny of the Moors and the overlordship of 
the Spanish. Those conflicts had long passed and had been forgotten, while scarcely 
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an echo of the World War I then devastating half Europe had reached the ears of the 
simple peasant folk eking out a precarious livelihood from the poor soil of these hills, 
in the year 1917.  

The Three Children  

 On May 13, 1917, three peasant children of that countryside were driving their little 
flock of sheep to pasture. They passed the few houses of the little village, and after 
some questioning among themselves, they chose to go along the northern road to 
the field which was owned by the father of one of them, Lucia dos Santos. Lucia was 
the eldest of the party. She was ten years of age, and with her were her two cousins, 
Jacinta and Francisco Marto. Jacinta, the youngest, was seven. Like Lucia, she was 
barefooted and dressed in the poor clothing of the peasantry, with long skirts, and a 
shawl thrown over her head. Francisco, the man of the party, was a sturdy lad of 
nine, with long trousers, short jacket, and a woollen cap. He carried his horn slung 
over his shoulder, and his staff in his hand.  

At The Cova da Iria  

 The pasture the children chose for that day was a shallow depression, on which 
there was little grass among the many outcrops of stone, and nothing to relieve the 
eye except a few scattered groups of olives and evergreen oaks. The children walked 
slowly behind their browsing sheep. Their field was called the Cova da Iria. About 
midday they sat down and ate their own poor lunch. Then, according to the custom 
of the district, they set about the recitation of their daily Rosary. Like many other 
children, they found the Rosary a long prayer, but they had struck upon an easy 
method of shortening it. They simply said "Our Father" and no more on the large 
beads, and "Hail Mary" for the smaller ones. They were soon free to play, and, at 
Francisco's suggestion they were busy on the far side of the field building a house 
with some of the loose stones lying around.  

The First Apparition  

 Suddenly, there was a vivid flash of lightning. It came from the clear blue sky. At 
once the children stopped their play, for sudden thunderstorms sometimes swept 
this district killing the sheep on the exposed fields. They ran to gather their sheep 
and drive them home quickly. But they were stopped by yet another vivid lightning 
flash. Terrified they looked about them. To their amazement they saw to their right a 
lady of the greatest beauty standing, it seemed, upon one of the low oak trees. She 
appeared to be a girl of fifteen or sixteen, and was clothed in a long white garment 
with a white mantle over her hair, and this mantle was edged with a brighter light. 
She had a golden cord ending in a ball about her neck. Her beautiful face was serious 
and rather sad. Her hands were joined before her breast, and a rosary of white 
brilliant beads hung from her right hand. Her feet were partly hidden by the bright 
cloud which rested upon the tree.  

 Naturally, the children were astonished and afraid. But the Lady spoke to them 
kindly: "Have no fear. I will do you no harm." Reassured by her gentleness and the 
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sweetness of her voice, the children came a little closer. Then Lucia, the eldest, 
spoke: "Who are you?" she asked. "Where did you come from? What do you want?"  

 The Lady replied: "I come from heaven! I want you children to come here at this 
hour, on the 13th of each month, until October. Then I will tell you who I am. "  

 "You come from heaven! Shall I go there?" asked Lucia.  

 "Yes," was the Lady's reply, "but you must say the Rosary, and say it properly."  

 "And Jacinta?"  

 "She will go, too." "And Francisco?"  

 "Yes, but he must say many Rosaries."  

 Lucia made an inquiry about some little friends who had died: the Lady answered 
her.  

 Now, the Lady, in her turn, asked: "Are you willing to offer yourselves to God, and to 
bear all the sufferings He wishes to send you in reparation for the sins whereby He is 
offended, and as intercession for the conversion of sinners, and to make amends for 
all the blasphemies and offences committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary?"  

 Lucia, answering in the name of all three, expressed their willingness. The Lady 
added: "You will have much to suffer then, but the grace of God will help you and 
give you the strength you need."  

 Some moments later the Lady recommended them to recite the Rosary devoutly 
every day, to obtain peace for the world. Then she moved slowly towards the east 
and heavenwards, and 

disappeared in the blue vault of the sky. Lucia afterwards explained that all this had 
happened in the space of about ten minutes.  

The Sequel 

 When the Lady had disappeared the children were left looking at one another in 
astonishment. They could scarcely believe that it had not been all a dream. But all 
three had seen her. Francisco had not heard what she had said, but both the girls had 
caught every word. And Lucia had spoken to her! They got their sheep together and 
began to move back along the road for home. On the way they decided among 
themselves not to tell anyone of this strange experience. But the excitement of it all 
was too much for little Jacinta. That very evening as soon as she met her mother she 
sought to share the joyful news with her. Her mother questioned her and got the 
whole story from her. The next day she told Lucia's parents. Soon it was the common 
gossip of the village.  

Opposition  

 The news was not received kindly by everyone. All were incredulous except the 
children. Their parents particularly were determined that there should be no further 
nonsense of that sort. The three children were forbidden to tell such stories or to 
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return to the field of the Cova da Iria. However, Lucia was insistent that she must go 
back to the Lady at the Cova on June 13, as she had promised. In desperation, her 
mother brought her to the parish priest and charged her: "Confess your lie so that 
the parish priest may tell the people on Sunday, and put an end to the whole affair." 
Lucia still persisted. "But, mother mine, how can I say that I did not see what I saw?" 
The other children were brought along, too. Their pastor was kind to them, but 
deferred any decision till further evidence was available. While it might be some 
heavenly visitation, it was possible that it might be a deceit of the devil. Only time 
would tell. The many arguments and discussions which arose upset Lucia very much, 
and in the end, on June 12, she told the other children that she would not go with 
them to the field on the following day. They declared bravery that they were going, 
since they had promised the Lady. The following morning, June 13, Lucia went across 
to her cousins’ house and found them praying and crying. "Are you not going to the 
Cova?" she asked them. "We are afraid to go without you," was their reply. "Come, 
then, I am going!"  

The Second Apparition  

 On this occasion, June 13, 1917, even though it was marked by special festivities in 
the village, as it was the feast of its patron, St. Anthony, the children were not alone 
in the field of the Cova. Lucia's father had gone ahead of the children, anxious no 
doubt, about the strange trespasser on his land. He was accompanied by sixty or 
seventy others, who had come along out of curiosity. Again it was midday, and the 
children, dressed in their best for the village feast, knelt in the shade of a large oak, 
and recited the Rosary devoutly with the people. After the Rosary the crowd noticed 
Lucia arrange her shawl over her head, "as if going into church," and turn towards 
the east. With. a gesture of surprise she cried out: "Look, that was a flash of 
lightning. The Lady is coming:" She rose and ran down to the smaller tree where the 
Lady had appeared the first time. "Madame," said Lucia, "you have made me come 
here, what do you want of me?"  

 Again the Lady urged the daily recitation of the Rosary, and added: "I want you to 
learn to read, in order that I may be able to tell you what I want." Continuing, she 
confided to Lucia the first secret message, which the child guarded faithfully. In reply 
to her request to take them all with her to heaven, the Lady said she would take 
Jacinta and Francisco soon, but Lucia would have to remain longer on earth. "Jesus 
wishes to use you in making me known and loved. He wishes to spread in the world 
devotion to my Immaculate Heart."  

 "Then I shall have to remain alone?" the child asked sadly.  

 "No, my child . . . I shall never abandon you. My Immaculate Heart will be your 
refuge and the way which shall bring you to God."  

 As the Lady spoke these last words she seemed to be surrounded by a still brighter 
light than before. In this light, as the Lady opened her hands in a parting gesture, the 
children saw a vision of a heart, surrounded with thorns. (Later the children 
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understood that this was the immaculate Heart of Mary, wounded by the sins of the 
world). That was the end of the second vision.  

 The sixty witnesses had not seen the Lady. Those nearest the tree had heard Lucia's 
conversation distinctly, and the Lady's words, not clearly, but faintly, like the buzzing 
of a bee. They all had remarked that the bright mid-summer sun had been dimmed in 
some mysterious fashion for the ten minutes of Lucia's vision. When they went up to 
the tree afterwards, out of curiosity, they noticed another strange thing. The upper 
branches were all bent over towards the east, as if the Lady's garment had trailed 
over them as she went away.  

The Third Apparition  

 Naturally, news of these strange doings in the field of the Cova spread rapidly over 
the countryside. When the children came back on July 13, some five thousand 
country folk had gathered to witness what they could. Again, the apparition came, 
and the Lady urged again the recitation of the Rosary for the ending of the war. On 
this occasion, after giving the children a glimpse of the horror of hell, Our Lady 
confided to Lucia a secret , . . that she was not to reveal to anyone until such time as 
Our Lady herself would see fit. With her heavenly mother's permission, Lucia gave 
this special message to the world when the clouds of the second world conflict were 
gathering, just twenty-one years later. It was contained in a letter she addressed to 
the Bishop of Leiria. In the course of this message Our Lady forewarned Lucia that 
"the world, because of its many crimes, will soon be chastised by war, famine and 
persecution against the Church and the Holy Father.  

 To prevent it I ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and for 
the Communion of Reparation on the first Saturday of each month. (Formal approval 
of the practice of a series of five Communions of Reparation on the first Saturday of 
consecutive months, together with the devout recitation of the Rosary and 
meditation for fifteen minutes on its mysteries was given by the Bishop of Leiria on 
September 13, 1939: this practice was recommended by the Hierarchy of Australia at 
their annual meeting in1948). If my requests are heeded Russia will be converted and 
there shall be peace. Otherwise an impious propaganda will spread its errors through 
the world raising up wars and persecutions against the Church. Many will be 
martyred, the Holy Father will have much to suffer; several nations shall be wiped 
out . . . The horizon is gloomy but here is a ray of hope – my Immaculate Heart shall 
triumph in the end." 

 At the conclusion of this vision the lady added: "When reciting the Rosary say after 
each decade: "Oh, my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fire of hell, and lead 
all souls to heaven, especially those who most need Thy mercy."  

 On this day Lucia, for the second time, asked the Lady who she was, stating many 
did not believe. The Lady's reply was that the children were to come each month as 
promised, and that in October she would tell them her name, and work a great 
miracle which would convince all. Again most of the crowd present neither heard nor 
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saw anything, but some of those near the children said that they had heard what 
Lucia had said. On this occasion, and others, many people declared that they saw a 
light cloud, like the smoke of incense, surrounding the tree and the children.  

Widespread Questioning; Growing Opposition  

 Before the next month had passed the news of these events had spread far and 
wide throughout Portugal. The secular press was particularly hostile and bitter in its 
attacks upon the apparitions at Fatima. They were denounced as frauds perpetuated 
by the priests to establish a Portuguese Lourdes – a miracle and money factory. 
Others were content to dismiss them as nothing more than delusions in the minds of 
the children. The Catholic Press did not defend them. It treated the whole 
controversy with marked reserve. The Government disapproved strongly of the 
whole 'business', and viewed it with alarm. At that time, Portugal was controlled by 
the violently irreligious, liberal, anticlerical party which had brought about the 
revolution of 1910, which had dethroned the King and had striven to deny God His 
right to the loyalty and service of the Portuguese people.  

 The civil administrator of the district of Fatima lived at Ourem, and was animated 
with a particularly bitter hatred of religion. After the gathering at the Cova on July 13, 
he summoned the children and their parents to appear before him. While the father 
of the two younger ones, Francisco and Jacinta, went himself, he refused to take his 
children with him, as he claimed that they were too young. But Lucia appeared with 
her father. The administrator tried to get her to reveal the secret, and to promise not 
to return to the field of the Cova again. She was unmoved both by his promises and 
the threats which followed them.  

August 13, 1917 – Disappointment 

 On the morning of August 13, the administrator went to the Marto home and saw 
the children there. After some argument with Lucia's father, this official finally 
persuaded the three children to get into his car, saying that he would drive them to 
the Cova. But he immediately drove off with them in the opposite direction, towards 
his own residence at Ourem. When Lucia protested, he told her that he was taking 
them to the parish priest at Ourem and that, with his car, he would still have time to 
bring them to the Cova. However, on arrival at Ourem, he locked them in a room and 
detained them there for three days, declaring that he would not free them until they 
revealed the secret. Promises were followed by terrifying threats. Jacinta, the 
youngest was especially lonely and terrified. She was yearning for her mother. "Don't 
cry," her brother said, trying to pacify her: "Let us offer all this to Jesus for sinners." 
To his offering for their trials for the love of God, and for the conversion of sinners, 
Jacinta added: "And also for the Holy Father, and in reparation for sins committed 
against the Immaculate Heart of Mary."  

 These three unlettered children remained unmoved in the face of every questioning 
and argument. Whether taken together or separately, they always answered in the 
same way, and maintained the reality of what they had seen or heard, without 
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contradiction worthy of note. Little Jacinta was sometimes puzzled and confused 
when pressed for details; Francisco had not noticed many of them: Lucia was always 
clear and definite about every detail of the Lady's appearance and dress.  

 Meanwhile, some thousands of people had gathered at the Cova da Iria awaiting the 
children and their vision. Twelve o'clock came and passed, but no children arrived. 
For a moment a small white cloud seemed to rest on the tree, but it quickly 
disappeared. The suspense was broken some time later by the arrival of a boy from 
the village, which was a good mile away, with the message that the children had 
been arrested by the administrator, and taken to Ourem. The crowd was furious. 
Many of its members rushed back to Fatima and made a noisy demonstration 
outside the presbytery. They had got the idea into their heads that their parish priest 
had a hand in the kidnapping of the children. They were in the mood for murder. The 
more stable members of the crowd shared the tranquil confidence of Lucia's mother, 
who was reported to have said, when she was informed of the administrator's 
action: "It's all right. If they are liars, they deserve it. If they aren't, Our Lady will 
protect them."  

The Fourth Apparition  

 The administrator, not making any headway with the children, finally released them 
on August 18. The Lady appeared to them the very next day when they were 
pasturing their sheep. But on this occasion they were not at the Cova da Iria, but in 
the field of Valinhos, close to the village of Fatima. She complained of the ill-
treatment that they had suffered. She told them that, as a consequence, the miracle 
promised for October would not be on such a grand scale. In reply to Lucia's question 
regarding offerings which had been left at the Cova, the Lady said that they were to 
make two litters by which Our Lady of the Rosary would be greatly honoured. (This 
request has been faithfully carried out. At pilgrimages on the 13th of each month the 
statue of Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima is carried through the crowds with great 
honour. A second statue is being borne around the world and being received with 
great devotion in the international Pilgrimage of Our Lady of Fatima). Once again 
there was an exhortation to prayer and penance: "Pray, pray very much, make 
sacrifices for sinners. Remember that many souls are lost because there is no-one to 
pray and to make sacrifices for them."  

The Fifth Apparition  

 As the weeks passed, the news of the happenings at Fatima had spread further and 
further. The official action of the administrator had excited widespread comment. 
The tide of popular feeling was running strongly in favour of the supernatural 
character of the apparitions. When midday approached on September 13, it was 
calculated that the crowd gathered at the Cova numbered more than twenty-five 
thousand. A wave of emotion swept over the crowd when Lucia, kneeling 
expectantly near the tree of the apparitions, told them to kneel and pray. In a few 
moments she cried: "She is coming!"  
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 While the crowd did not see the vision, many of them, of different ages and 
education, declared that they saw a globe of light coming from the east to the west 
in the clear sky. The Apparition again lasted about ten minutes. The Lady asked the 
children to continue saying the Rosary for the ending of the war. She urged them to 
come without fail on October 13, and promised that on that day she would appear, 
accompanied by St Joseph and the Child Jesus. At the end, Lucia cried aloud: "She is 
going away now." At the same moment a little child in the crowd exclaimed: "There it 
is again!" pointing to the luminous globe which crossed the sky slowly and 
disappeared.  

The Sixth Apparition  

By the time October 13 came around, Fatima and the events there were being 
discussed all over Portugal. Everyone who possibly could made his way to the little 
village, expecting either to see the end of the business in the failure of the promised 
miracle to appear, or to be a witness of a special intervention of God. While many 
good people were nervous and anxious, the children were steadfast in their 
confidence, In September 1917, some 20,000 or 30,000 people flocked to the 
Cova, despite the efforts of the civil authorities to prevent the pilgrimages and 
discredit the children and the story of the Apparitions. Again, it must be 
realized that the civil power in Portugal at the time were anti-clerical and 
hostile to religion. The children had to suffer bitter persecution. The denun-
ciations were specially violent because of the prophecy that the Lady would, in 
the next month, on a stated day and at a stated hour, work a miracle to 
prove the truth of the children's story. 

Thus it came about that when the eve of October 13 at last arrived, 
crowds flocked to the Cova da Iria from all directions. Hamlets, villages, towns 
were depopulated. People left houses and fields and journeyed to Fatima by 
carriage, cart, motorcar, and on foot. Some were pilgrims, devout and 
believing, but many were curious sightseers, drawn by the promise of a miracle, 
and others were scornfully sceptical, coming triumphantly to witness a fiasco. 
Among these last was Avelino de Almeida, managing editor of the principal 
Lisbon daily newspaper, O Seculo. Almeida was a freemason, which in those 
parts, and in that time especially, meant a determined enemy of the Church and 
one who had no love for priests, sacraments, dogmas, public manifestations of piety 
or stories of apparitions. For weeks his editorials had been pouring scorn on 
the benighted superstitious peasants who had been gulled by these hysterical 
children. Almeida came to Fatima because the place was "in the news." He was 
a journalist, and the press could not ignore the enormous crowds that were 
converging from all parts of the country. Also represented was another 
important Lisbon newspaper, O Dia. 

At daybreak on October 13, the weather was threatening. Black clouds gath-
ered over Fatima but did not deter the thousands streaming along the roads 
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and across the fields to add to the multitude already assembled at the Cova. 
Almeida in his first dispatch described the scene:  

"There are luxurious motorcars travelling at speed, ox-carts pulled into the 
side of the road, victorias, closed carriages, carts in which seats are 
improvised and in which not another soul could be squeezed. Donkeys 
bray at the side of the road and innumerable cyclists make prodigious efforts 
not to collide with the carts."  

By ten o'clock the sky was hidden by thick clouds and rain began to fall 
heavily. A strong wind swept it against the massed thousands, soaking them to 
the marrow. Some sheltered where they could beneath trees, but the majority 
continued on their way or stood waiting. Along the edge of the Cova 
vehicles were parked, and around the oak tree the growing crush of people 
congregated. There was a vast covering of umbrellas. The ground was churned 
by the feet of the tramping crowds into a sticky porridge. 

As the appointed time drew near there was an immense concourse standing, 
reckoned commonly at between 50,000 and 70,000 people. A well-known 
Professor of Coimbra University, Almeida Garrett, put the number at  
100,000. The rain was falling steadily. At midday, the children arrived, dressed 
in white. A priest, standing near, asked what time the Lady would appear. 

"At midday," said Lucia. 

The priest looked at his watch and said: "It is midday now. Our Lady doesn't 
lie. Well! Well!" 

After a few minutes he said again: "It's past midday. You see, it's all a 
delusion! Run along, all of you!" 

But the children, who were near the tree, now reduced to a trunk by devout 
souvenir-hunters, refused to move. The priest began to push them with his 
hands. Lucia seemed about to cry, and said: "If anyone wants to go, they can. 
I  shall stay where I  am. Our Lady said she would come. She came the other 
times and she will come this time too."  

She looked towards the east. Then exclaimed: "Jacinta, kneel down. Our Lady 
is coming. I saw the lightning." 

The face of Lucia was transformed. A misty cloud was seen to envelop the little 
group. Lucia asked: "What do you want of me?" 

 "I want a chapel built here in my honour. I am the Lady of the Rosary. Continue 
to say the Rosary every day. The war will end and the soldiers will return to 
their homes . . . I have come to warn the faithful to amend their lives and ask 
pardon for their sins. They must not continue to offend Our Lord – already so deeply 
offended. They must say the Rosary.“ 

"Do you want anything more?" 
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 "Nothing more." 

 Then Our Lady fulfilled her promise to the children that she would bring with her St. 
Joseph and the Divine Child. First they saw St. Joseph and Our Lord as a child in his 
arms standing beside Our Lady. Then Our Lord appeared to them a grown man 
blessing the people, and Our Lady appeared at His side garbed as the Mother of 
Sorrows. Finally, Lucia saw Our Lady in a strange brown dress – the habit of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel.  

(It is now generally understood that, in this triple vision, Our Lady would impress 
more deeply on our minds the title of Our Lady of the Rosary by recalling in the three 
successive scenes the three sets of mysteries of the Redemption, joyful, Sorrowful and 
Glorious, upon which we are to meditate when we say the Rosary).  

The Miracle of the Sun 

 Then, as Our Lady was about to go away, she made a movement with her hand 
towards the sky. Lucia, following the gesture, cried out: "Look at the sun!"  

What took place then was witnessed by this vast crowd of over 50,000 
people. The rain stopped, suddenly—as if turned off from a tap. The clouds 
parted, as if rolled back by some unseen hand. The sun was seen shining like 
a luminous disc. It could be looked at without hurt to the eyes. It began to 
spin round in a mad whirl. There was a great cry of anguish, a clamour, from 
the crowd. "The sun whirled wildly, seemed to loosen itself from the 
firmament, and to advance threateningly upon the earth, as if to crush the 
people with its huge and fiery weight. The sensation of those moments was 
terrific." 

This quotation is from the account of Dr. Almeida Garrett, who saw it. I have 
selected it from the numerous accounts because it is more tidily expressed 
than most. But all accounts agree substantially in narrating what was seen, 
though they vary in accidental details, as always happens when accounts of 
many witnesses are compared. During the phenomenon there were changes 
of colour in the atmosphere. The people and the surroundings took on all the 
colours of the rainbow.  

 The crowd was terrified by what was commonly described as the "dancing" of 
the sun and by its fierce rush towards the earth, the central feature in the 
evidence of witnesses. 

What were the impressions of the sceptical newspapermen, the 
representatives of O Dia and O Seculo? They had to report what they saw. O 
Dia, of October 17, said: 

"At one o'clock in the afternoon, midday by the sun, the rain stopped. The 
sky, pearly grey in colour, illuminated the vast arid landscape with a strange 
light. . . . The grey mother-of-pearl tone turned into a sheet of silver which 
broke up as the clouds were torn apart,  and the silver sun, enveloped in the 
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same grey gauzy light, was seen to whirl and turn in the circle of broken 
clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and people fell on their knees on 
the muddy ground. 

"The light turned a beautiful blue, as if it had come through the stained-
glass windows of a cathedral, and spread itself over the people who knelt with 
outstretched hands. The blue faded slowly and then the light seemed to pass 
through yellow glass. Yellow stains fell against white handkerchiefs, against 
the dark skirts of the women. They were repeated on the trees, on the 
stones, and on the serra. People wept and prayed with uncovered heads in 
the presence of the miracle they had awaited. The seconds seemed like 
hours, so vivid were they." 

In O Seculo, of the same date, its editor, Avelino de Almeida, wrote: 

"From the road, where the vehicles were parked, and where hundreds of 
people who had not dared to brave the mud were congregated, one could see 
the immense multitude turn towards the sun, which appeared free from clouds 
and in its zenith. It looked like a plaque of dull silver, and it was possible to look 
at it without the least discomfort. It might have been an eclipse which was 
taking place. But at that moment a great shout went up and one could hear 
the spectators nearest at hand shouting: 'A miracle! A miracle! 

Before the astonished eyes of the crowd, whose aspect was Biblical as they 
stood bareheaded, eagerly searching the sky, the sun trembled, made sudden 
incredible movements outside all cosmic laws—the sun 'danced,' according to 
the typical expression of the people." 

Summing up the impressions gathered after the phenomenon, Almeida's 
report goes on: 

"People then began to ask each other what they had seen. The great 
majority admitted to having seen the trembling and dancing of the sun. . . 
Others swore that the sun whirled on itself like a giant Catherine wheel, and 
that it lowered itself to the earth as if to burn it in its rays. Some said they saw it 
change colours successively." 

This, then, was what was seen by a witness who had come as a skeptic, and 
who had need of great courage to express his convictions in the columns of a 
secular Lisbon newspaper of 1917. His affirmation that the sun "danced"—
making "sudden incredible movements outside all cosmic laws"—is a first class 
confirmation that cannot be brushed aside. 

The valuable evidence of this witness is heightened by a sequel. A former 
companion of Avelino de Almeida, one who had been a believer, but had 
become a rationalist and had been "dragged" by relatives to Fatima on 
October 13, where he witnessed the phenomenal events, wrote to O Seculo's 
editor asking for his "full and unbiased report" on what he had seen. The 
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rationalist, literally, could not believe his eyes. Avelino de Almeida replied by a 
signed article published in the weekly lllustracao Portugueza on October 29, 
1917, illustrated by eleven remarkable photographs, ten of which were photo-
graphs of the crowd in the Cova, a number of them showing the people gazing 
transfixed at the sun. The eleventh photograph was of the three children.  

After an introductory paragraph, Avelino de Almeida continued: 

"You were a believer when you were young, but ceased to be one. Relatives 
dragged you to Fatima and made you part of the tremendous wave of people 
that gathered there on October 13. Your rationalism underwent a formidable 
clash, leaving you in doubt, which you hope to clear up by availing yourself of 
an unbiased report from me, who was then on a difficult assignment, 
namely, to write an impartial report on whatever took place before me, and 
elucidate what I could on any peculiar happening, for a large newspaper, the 
O Seculo. Our eyes and ears witnessed the same things, but in spite of this, I 
shall not fail to fulfil your request. Few people stood insensible at the 
greatness of such a happening, unique in this country and by all means 
worthy of meditation and study. 

"What did I hear that made me go to Fatima? I  heard that the Virgin Mary 
had appeared to three children, two girls and a boy, while tending their sheep . 
. . that the Virgin told them to pray and promised to appear again over the 
same evergreen oak on the 13th day of each month until October, when 
there would be a manifestation of God's power and she would reveal other 
things to them. The news scattered for many leagues around; it went from 
countryside to countryside throughout the confines of Portugal. Pilgrimages of 
the faithful increased from month to month until, according to impartial 
appraisers, some fifty thousand people assembled at Fatima on 13 October." 

After describing in detail the crowds converging on Fatima and their behaviour 
as they "waited for that mystic hour as predicted for contact between heaven 
and earth," Almeida went on: 

"And just as I was about to conclude that I would see nothing more than this 
impressive rumour-filled and peaceful crowd, possessed by the same 
obsessive idea and moved by the same powerful expectation, I did see 
something else that was really strange. What did I see? At the predicted 
time the rain stopped, the dense mass of clouds parted and there appeared the 
sun as a pale silvery disc in its midday position, which started 'whirling' in a 
convulsed, violent manner that made many people liken its movements to a 
dance, as various, beautiful and sparkling colours successively covered the face 
of the sun.”  
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The Front Page of O Seculo, Lisbon’s leading newspaper, on 14/10/1917, the day 
after the Solar Miracle. 
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"Was this a miracle, as the people declared, or a natural phenomenon, as 
claimed by the sages? I am not concerned with the answer to this question: 
all I now care about is to affirm to you what I saw; the rest I leave to science 
and the Church." 

There can be no doubt, therefore, of the reality of the extraordinary 
manifestations that took place at the Cova on October 13, 1917, according to 
a prophecy made known beforehand and publicized far and wide to such an 
extent that over 50,000 people came to see what would happen.  

The Church maintained a prudent reserve about the Apparitions and it was 
not till 1922 that the Bishop of Leiria issued a pastoral which, after recounting 
the events at Fatima, asked whether any natural explanation could be found for the 
remarkable happenings that drew such concourses of pilgrims to such a "lonely 
and deserted spot, without trees or water, far from the railway, almost lost in 
the serra and destitute of scenic beauties." The Bishop nominated a commission 
to study the case and set up a canonical inquiry. In July, 1927, ten years after the 
Apparitions, the Bishop presided for the first time at an official ceremony in the 
Cova. In 1930 the result of the commission was made known and a new pastoral 
letter declared "worthy of belief, the visions of the shepherd children in the Cova 
da Iria, parish of Fatima, in this diocese, from the 13th May to 13th October, 
1917," and permitted officially the cult of Our Lady of Fatima. 

 The pilgrimages grew. They came not only from Portugal, but from both hemi-
spheres and from almost every corner of the earth. Our Lady's message asking for 
prayer and penance has been carried throughout the world, renewing Christian 
life, especially where the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, a replica of the statue 
at the shrine of the Apparitions, has been taken on its tour of the nations. Such 
events brought pilgrims from foreign lands to this remote and stunted, lonely 
countryside.  

 

THE CHILDREN OF FATIMA 

 Following upon the extraordinary events in the Cova da Iria the three children to 
whom Our Lady had appeared. Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia, were subjected to much 
embarrassment from the curiosity and, at times, hostility, of those about them. 
Naturally, they sought strength and consolation in each other's company, when they 
often recalled together the great moments of their heavenly favours. They 
themselves took Our Lady's messages very much to heart. While still remaining 
children and enjoying childish games and pastimes, they had many serious 
conferences together. Thus they determined to comply with Our Lady's request for 
sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. They became most devout in reciting the 
Rosary themselves and had the custom of the family Rosary established in their own 
homes. They often gave up all or part of their lunches, feeding poor children with 
them. They undertook practices of penance. But they did not remain together for 
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long. Francisco and Jacinta Marto were victims of the terrible epidemic of influenza 
which swept over Europe after the war of 1914-1918. Both were beatified by Pope 
John II on 13th May 2000. 

Francisco  

 Francisco fell ill in December, 1918. After two weeks in bed he appeared sufficiently 
recovered to get up, and after a time paid one more visit to the field of the Cova. It 
was his last, for he had a relapse. When the parish priest was called, he found the 
boy very ill. He hastened to finish his instructions for First Communion. The child was 
overjoyed when his pastor brought Our Lord to him on April 3, 1919. It was his first 
and last Communion, for he died the next day. He had not reached his eleventh 
birthday.  

Jacinta  

 When Francisco was dying Jacinta lay ill in the next room. Hearing that her brother 
could not live much longer, Jacinta sent him this message: "Give my loving thoughts 
to Our Lord and to Our Lady; tell them that I am ready to suffer all that they wish, in 
order to convert sinners and to make reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary." 
Both she and Lucia were deeply moved at Francisco's death. Her own illness ran a 
longer and more painful course. She had to be removed from her home to the 
hospital at Ourem, but after two months she was brought back, no better. While ill at 
home she sent for Lucia and confided to her that Our Lady had come to her again 
and had told her that she would join Francisco in heaven soon, but that she would 
have to go to hospital again and suffer much. She was to offer her sufferings for the 
conversion of sinners in reparation for sins against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and for the love of Jesus.  

 It happened that a Lisbon specialist who came to Fatima soon afterwards saw the 
sick child, and suggested that she be brought to the capital for an operation. This was 
done, but it left her in great pain. She told a poor woman of the city who visited her 
that Our Lady had come to her once more and told. her the day and the hour of her 
death. Four days later she asked for the last Sacraments. The parish priest heard her 
confession, but, in spite of her insistence, did not give her Holy Viaticum, as he did 
not consider that she was in danger of death that night. But within three hours she 
was dead. It was February 20, 1920. Jacinta was ten years old.  

Their Grave  

 The bodies of these two children, brother and sister, who saw Our Lady at Fatima 
were buried side by side in the special tomb prepared for them by the Bishop of 
Leiria in the little cemetery of Fatima.' Their epitaph read: "Here rest the mortal 
remains of Francisco and Jacinta, to whom Our Lady appeared." In April, 1951, their 
remains were removed to the church built above the Cova. Their immortal souls 
must surely be sharing the eternal bliss of the saints, with Mary their Mother, in the 
beatific vision.  



CANISIUS PRESS - FATIMA - THE SIGN IN THE HEAVENS 

 

WWW.STMARYSWESTMELBOURNE.ORG   Page 16 of 19 

Lucia  

 Lucia, the eldest of the three children who received Our Lady's favours at Fatima, 
had most to suffer. She was subjected to constant questioning wherever she went. 
At home, her mother had little sympathy for her. In the village, in church, at school, 
to which she went to learn to read as Our Lady had asked her, people stared and 
pointed at her, and whispered about her. Her one consolation was the company of 
Jacinta and Francisco but, as we. have seen, this was soon taken from her. Then, for 
her own sake, it was decided that she must leave Fatima. On June 16, 1921, the year 
after Jacinta's death, she made her final visit to all that was dear to her – the church, 
the field of the Cova, her homestead and its sheep. After a few hours' sleep that 
night, she rose before dawn and quietly left Fatima. She was accompanied by her 
mother and a friend. At Leiria she said good-bye to them. It was the end of her 
childhood.  

 She went to a school for girls, the Asilo de Vilar, at Porto, which was conducted by 
the Sisters of St. Dorothy. There she was not to tell anyone who she was, or whence 
she had come. She was forbidden to speak of the visions at Fatima. She was given a 
new name, Maria des Dolores (Mary of Sorrows). Her school days were hard and full 
of trials, but she gradually came to understand her vocation.  

 In October, 1924, she left her native land and entered the novitiate of the Sisters of 
St. Dorothy, at Tuy, Spain. She was clothed with the habit of that institute, and on 
October 3, 1934, made her final profession. Her name in religion linked her old and 
new life.. It was Mary Lucia of Dolours. She has returned to Fatima several times. The 
first was a week after the solemn ceremonies marking the pilgrimage of thanksgiving, 
May 20, 1946. Once more she visited her old home and that of her cousins. Once 
more she retraced her journeyings over the Serra and verified the places of Our 
Lady's visits and finally she visited the graves of Jacinta and Francisco. She then 
returned to her convent.  

 Soon after, her long standing desire was granted. She entered the Carmelite 
Convent at Coimbra, Portugal, some sixty-two miles from Fatima. Her new name as a 
Carmelite is Sister Lucia of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 So Lucia who not only saw Our Lady at Fatima, but spoke to her, lived the hidden 
and humble life of an enclosed contemplative, and had disappeared from the sight 
and notice of the world.  

 She came to Fatima again on the occasion of the celebrations marking the Golden 
Jubilee of the apparitions, May 13, 1967 and returned again when Pope John Paul II 
made his thanksgiving visit in 1982 to thank God and Our Lady of Fatina for foiling 
the attempt on his life by Mehmet Ali Agea the previous year. Her final visit was 
made when she attended the Beatification Mass for Jacinta and Francesco Marto on 
13th May 2000. Our Lady of Fatima took her to heaven on 13th February, 2005. 
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The incorrupt face of Jacinta when her body was exhumed in 1957, thirty seven years 
after her death. 

 

THE SHRINE OF FATIMA 

 While the simple faithful, impressed by the miracle of October 13, 1917, accepted 
the reality of the apparitions of Our Lady at Fatima and began to make pious 
pilgrimages to the field of the Cova da Iria, the enemies of religion were moved to 
fury by them. Within a fortnight they held a burlesque procession of Our Lady at 
Santarem, the capital of the district. The local authorities, far from impeding them, 
gave them every encouragement. The secular press carried on a campaign of ridicule 
against the reborn devotion of the people to Our Lady of the Rosary. Many good 
people, while revolted by the ridicule and scoffing of the unbelievers, were hesitant 
about the whole affair. Many, nevertheless, came to the Cova on pilgrimage. Pious 
hands soon erected a rough chapel over the place of the apparitions. As the months 
went by, the numbers of pilgrims to Fatima multiplied, in spite of many obstacles 
placed in their way by the government officials. The opposition reached its climax on 
March 6, 1922, when this chapel was blown up with dynamite. A curious fact 
recorded by a recent authority is that the bomb which was meant to destroy the 
remains of the tree of the apparitions was the only one which failed to explode.  

The Real Beginning  

 Far from ending the devotion of the devout Catholics to Our Lady of Fatima, this 
outrage only fanned it to greater fervour. The next week the parish priest of Fatima 
led a pilgrimage of reparation from his church to the field and offered Mass there in 
the open, near the ruins of the chapel. On May 13 following, there came what was 
really a spontaneous national pilgrimage of 50,000 people from every part of 
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Portugal. October 13, the same year, saw another gathering of many thousands. 
Similarly, on May 13, and October 13, 1923, there were great pilgrimages to Fatima. 
The civil authorities did all they could to prevent these gatherings, but in vain.  

The Attitude of the Church  

 As we have already seen, the parish priest of Fatima was slow to move in the matter 
of the reports of the strange happenings at the field of the Cova da Iria. He went to 
the field for the first time on the occasion of the last apparition and miracle of 
October 13, 1917. He immediately brought the whole matter officially to the notice 
of the Church authorities at Lisbon. Then he was instructed by his superiors to make 
a careful investigation into the facts and collect all evidence available.. He was given 
the assistance of a neighbouring pastor in this work. While the latter completed his 
report in two weeks, it was not until eighteen months later, in April, 1919, that the 
local parish priest, prudently waiting for the first excitement to subside, submitted 
his report.  

 Only after the bomb outrage of March, 1922, did the Bishop of the diocese of Leiria, 
in which the parish of Fatima was included when this diocese was reconstructed in 
January, 1918, take any official action. In May, 1922, he set up a Commission to make 
a thorough inquiry and to sift all the evidence both for and against the supernatural 
character of the events of Fatima in 1917. After eight years this Commission 
completed its report, and finally, submitted it to the Bishop on April 14, 1930. It was 
not until he had given it further consideration for six months that finally he gave 
official canonical recognition to the devotion of Our Lady of the Rosary at Fatima. In 
a magnificent Pastoral Letter upon the visions at Fatima he gave his formal verdict in 
these words: 

 "In consideration of the facts which we have set forth and having heard the 
reverend consultors of our diocese, humbly invoking the Holy Spirit of God and 
relying upon the protection of most holy Mary, We deem well: 

"(1) To declare worthy of credence the visions of the children at the Cova da Iria, in 
the parish of Fatima of this diocese, on the thirteenth day of the months from May to 
October, 1917;  

"(2) to give official permission for the cult of Our Lady of Fatima."  

Growth of Popular Devotion  

 Long before this official recognition of the reality of the visions at Fatima, the 
Catholic people of Portugal began the series of pilgrimages to Fatima, which are now 
a feature of their national life. Special reference should be made to the great 
occasion of May 13, 1938. The Bishops of the country had made their annual retreat 
together at Fatima. On this day they re-dedicated their several dioceses to Mary 
Queen of Peace and Mediatrix of all graces, and formally thanked her for her special 
protection of their country in the two preceding years, in which war had reached its 
very borders, but had not touched it. Nearly half a million people were present on 
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this great occasion. Fifty altars were erected for the celebration of Mass by the 
hundreds of priests present, over 65,000 people received Holy Communion. During 
the years which have since passed there has been a steadily increasing pilgrimage to 
Fatima and popular interest and devotion has been aroused throughout the whole 
world by the publication of many accounts of favours granted by Our Lady of the 
Rosary of Fatima.  

The Miraculous Spring  

 A cause of anxiety to the authorities when they discovered the increasing numbers 
of pilgrims to the Cova was the lack of water. No spring was known to exist within a 
radius of several miles. However, in 1926 a beginning was made to dig a dam in the 
centre of the depression to store rain water. Those digging soon came upon rock, 
and when they began to blast it away water gushed up. It has never failed since. It is 
now collected in a vast concrete cistern underground and serves the needs of 
multitudes of pilgrims, and is said to have been a source of healing to the sick.  

The Lesson of Fatima  

"I am the lady of the rosary. I have come to warn the faithful to amend their lives 
and to ask pardon for their sins. They must not continue to offend our lord – 
already so deeply offended. They must say the rosary."  

These words of Our Lady addressed to the children of Fatima should ring throughout 
the whole world.  

 We should endeavour to lead lives of more generous service of God. We must 
detach our hearts from this world of passing things by penance, self-denial, and raise 
them to God in prayer.  

 Since "all the benefits which the Redeemer merited for us are distributed by Mary 
His Mother". It is fitting that we should approach the throne of grace through Mary. 
In the recitation of the Rosary we meditate with Mary upon the mysteries of our 
redemption.  

 This is the reason why the Rosary, well said, has been a source of grace to countless 
souls of every grade in the Church for centuries. This, too, is the reason why Our Lady 
herself insisted upon its recitation. Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco took this lesson to 
heart. May this brief account of Fatima and its message be the means by which 
others not only may learn of the wonderful events which took place there, but also 
be led by Our Lady, as the three children were, to a more perfect service of her 
Divine Son. 

 

 

************************** 


