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ISLAM 
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW 

The Arabic term ‘Islam’ means submission in English; in reference to the religion 
of Islam the term connotes absolute submission to Allah, the deity who allegedly 
revealed the Qur’an (‘recitation’ in English) to Muhammad via the archangel Gabriel 
from 610-632AD. According to Muhammad and Muslims Islam is not a new religion but 
rather is the purification and fulfilment of God’s previous messages to humankind which 
had been revealed through Old Testament prophets, Jesus Christ (who is merely a 
human messenger in Islam and not the second person of the Trinity and divine Son of 
God as the Church proclaims), and many other prophets who are not explicitly 
mentioned in the Qur’an and Islamic teachings. According to Islamic doctrine 
Muhammad is the last prophet sent by God in the line of Adam (who is a prophet in 
Islam), Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. To earn salvation in Islam one is required to 
believe that Muhammad is a messenger of God, revere, praise, and obey Allah and his 
messenger Muhammad, and strictly adhere to Muhammad’s teachings and decrees as 
are detailed in Shari’a law and expounded in Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence). 

Doctrinally a Muslim is required to believe in Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism), the 
prophethood of Muhammad, the revelation of the Qur’an, Allah’s angels, God’s 
previous prophets, God’s previous revelations to humankind (such as the Torah and the 
Gospel), and the day of Judgement- when Allah will judge all of humanity and send them 
either to heaven or hell according to their beliefs and deeds. Faith in Islam is built on 
five pillars which are: (1) the Shahada- the doctrinal statement “there is no God but 
Allah and Muhammad is his messenger.” One who recites this statement with sincerity 
of heart is considered to be a Muslim and must perform all the duties prescribed by 
Shari’a law. (2) Salah- the five obligatory daily prayers which must be performed at 
dawn (before sunrise), midday, afternoon, evening, and night. (3) Sawm- Fasting: it is 
incumbent on all Muslims who are capable and obligated by Islamic law to fast from 
sunrise to sunset during the month of Ramadan. (4) Zakat- A Muslim is required to give 
2.5% of their wealth on an annual basis to the poor, slaves, the needy, debtors, and 
travellers. (5) Hajj- all Muslims who are able are obligated to make a pilgrimage to the 
city of Mecca at least once in their lifetime. The Hajj occurs on an annual basis during 
the Islamic month of Dhul-Hijjah. 

In verse 3:85 of the Qur’an Muhammad unambiguously states that the only 
religion acceptable to God will be Islam. Accordingly Jews and Christians must discard 
their old religious beliefs and practices and convert to Islam and adhere to Shari’a law. 
Even though Islam accepts that the Torah and the Gospel are divine revelations, 
Muslims maintain- in accordance with Muhammad’s beliefs- that both scriptures have 
been corrupted by men and no longer represent the true will and decrees of God. 
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According to Muhammad Jews have incurred the wrath of God by corrupting the Torah, 
rejecting previous prophets sent by God (including Jesus), and breaking the Sabbath and 
failing to adhere to divine law. Muhammad asserts that some of the Jews have already 
been punished for transgressing the Sabbath: “And well ye knew those amongst you 
who transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath: We said to them: "Be ye apes, despised 
and rejected” (Qur’an 2:65). Christians on the other hand have gone far astray from the 
true message of Jesus Christ by inventing false doctrines such as the trinity and the 
incarnation of God. According to Muslims Jesus’ true message was in line with Islamic 
Monotheism. Subsequently, to earn salvation both Jews and Christians must accept the 
prophethood of Muhammad, the divine origin of the Qur’an, and live in accordance with 
the dictates of Islamic law. 

 

MUHAMMAD 

According to the Qur’an Muhammad is an honoured messenger sent by God 
(69:40) and ‘the seal of the prophets.’ All Muslims are required to believe that 
Muhammad is the most perfect human creation who is on an exalted standard of 
character (Qur’an 68:4) and the perfect example to emulate for those who wish to make 
it to heaven (Qur’an 33:21). Non-Muslims need to be aware that in Islamic law no 
criticism or mockery of the prophet is tolerated whatsoever. The five main schools of 
Islamic Jurisprudence unanimously agree that the punishment for those who insult or 
criticise Muhammad is death. This precedent is established from the teachings and 
actions of Muhammad himself who executed and assassinated those who criticised or 
insulted him during his prophetic career. Not even slaves or women were exempt from 
these rules. Muhammad assassinated a mother of five, Asma Bint Marwan, who had 
insulted him whilst he resided in Medina, and ordered the execution of a slave woman 
who had mocked him when he recaptured Mecca in 630AD. 

Muhammad was born in the city of Mecca in Arabia sometime around 570AD. 
Muhammad’s early life was an eventful one. Muhammad’s father died before he was 
born and his mother died when he was just six years old. Muhammad was cared for by 
his grandfather who died just two years later when Muhammad was eight. Thereafter 
the care of Muhammad was entrusted to his uncle Abu Talib who staunchly supported 
and protected his nephew for the rest of his life in spite of the fact that he did not 
believe Muhammad was divinely inspired. At twenty-five years of age Muhammad 
married a wealthy business woman named Khadijah who was fifteen years his senior. 
Due to these auspicious circumstances Muhammad was free to pursue his own personal 
interests which included personal meditation and contemplation. Muhammad would 
often retreat to secluded caves for days on end returning home only to acquire enough 
provisions to sustain his needs for a further period of contemplation. 
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One day, when Muhammad was forty years of age, he claimed to have had a 
mystical experience in a cave. Muhammad claimed that an angel had approached him 
and ordered him to recite a message delivered by God. Muhammad thought that he had 
become demon-possessed; however his wife reassured him that he was not insane but 
rather had become a prophet. Initially Muhammad kept quiet, only divulging his 
mystical experiences to his family, relatives, and closest companions. However 
convinced of his status he eventually announced his message to all of Mecca. 
Unfortunately for Muhammad the Meccans were unimpressed with his message. His 
teachings lacked content and basically consisted only in telling people to believe in him. 
Moreover, his teachings threatened the lucrative pilgrim trade in Mecca which was 
essential for that city’s economic prosperity. The Meccans asked Muhammad for a sign 
or miracle that would be sufficient to substantiate his claims. After he refused the 
Meccans would ask “why are not signs sent to him from his lord,” he would reply “the 
signs are only with Allah and I am only a plain Warner” (Qur’an 29:50), and “Glory be to 
my Lord! Am I anything but a man- a messenger” (Qur’an 17:93). Indeed the Qur’an- the 
primary and infallible source of Islam- repeatedly affirms that Muhammad was not able 
to perform miracles in spite of the fact that Allah’s other prophets (including Moses and 
‘prophet’ Jesus) were able to perform amazing supernatural feats to confirm their 
claims. 

After failing to gain a foothold in Mecca Muhammad forced his small contingent 
of followers (no more than seventy to eighty people who were mostly from the lower 
strata of Meccan society) to immigrate to the city of Medina in 622AD. From Medina 
with the help of the local Arabs who he called al-Ansar (the-helpers) Muhammad and 
his followers began raiding the Meccan trading caravans and local Arab tribes. In 624AD 
Muhammad and his followers defeated a Meccan army that had been sent out to 
protect a trading caravan which the Muslims were attempting to loot. After this event- 
the battle of Badr- relations between the Muslims and the three Jewish tribes of Medina 
deteriorated. The Muslims dispossessed and evicted two of the Jewish tribes. The third 
Jewish tribe, the Banu Qurayzah, was not so fortunate. After the Chief of the Banu 
Qurayzah caved in to the demands of the pagan Arabs to remain neutral in a conflict 
between the Muslims and a confederation of pagan Arab tribes lead by the Quraysh (the 
Meccans), the Muslims decided to massacre all the men over the age of puberty 
(600-900 men) and sell the women and children in the slave-market to acquire weapons 
for Jihad. 

In 630AD Muhammad and his sizable army captured his home town of Mecca. All 
the pagan idols at the local house of worship- the Ka’ba- were destroyed and Islam was 
established as the sole religion of the city. Muhammad then set about purging Mecca 
and the surrounding areas of polytheists. Polytheists were given the choice of 
converting to Islam, leaving the areas under Muslim control, or face imminent 
destruction. After being firmly established as the undisputed leader of Arabia 
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Muhammad devised plans to conquer the Byzantine and Persian empires. The 
subjugated Jews and Christians in these areas were to be given the choice of converting 
to Islam, paying a poll tax which allowed them to stay in their established religion, or go 
to war with the Muslims. 

In 632AD Muhammad passed away; the leadership of the Muslim community 
(Ummah) was bestowed on Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s father in law and one of his closest 
companions. Abu Bakr and his successors sought to expand Islam worldwide. In just the 
first three decades after Muhammad’s death the Muslims had fought and conquered 
populations in Byzantium, Persia, Asia, and Africa. As a result of the efforts of the early 
Muslim rulers to expand Islam, Muhammad’s creed has become the world’s second 
largest religion second only to Christianity. As both a religious and military leader 
Muhammad is undoubtedly one of, if not, the most influential man in history alongside 
Jesus Christ, Buddha, Confucius, Karl Marx, and St Paul. 

 

THE QUR’AN 

In English al-Qur’an means ‘the-recitation,’ accordingly the contents of the 
Qur’an are supposed to be recited in poetic melody- much like the psalms in the liturgy 
of the hours. However the Qur’an is perhaps best understood not as poetry or prose but 
rather as a unique blending of the two. In totality the Qur’an constitutes Muhammad’s 
words (claimed by him to be the words of God) as were dictated by him and recorded by 
his scribes over a period of twenty-three years from 610-632AD. The Qur’an consists of 
114 Surahs or chapters; the longest chapter is chapter two which contains 286 verses; 
the shortest chapters are no more than three verses long. 

The canon of the Qur’an was not established until the reign of the third successor 
of Muhammad, Uthman Ibn Affan 644-656AD. After the canonisation of the Qur’an 
Uthman decreed that all variant versions of the Qur’an were to be destroyed- a task that 
was promptly carried out. To this day variant versions of the Qur’an still exist; however 
Muslims in accordance with Islamic theology maintain that the canon today exists word 
for word uncorrupted as it was revealed to Muhammad during his prophetic career. It 
must be admitted however that the compilation of the Qur’an has been an editorial 
disaster. The Qur’an has been organised into no particular order which renders it for the 
most part devoid of coherence, continuity, and meaning. As a general rule the content 
of the Qur’an has been arranged so that the chapters start from the longest to the 
shortest- disregarding the first chapter al-Fatihah which is a short prayer. 

The content of the Qur’an mostly comprises stories of the biblical prophets which 
have been arranged and reconstructed so as to emphasise the essential message of 
Islam which is: Muhammad is a messenger and everybody has to believe in him. Stories 
which Jews and Christians will be familiar with are the story of Adam and Eve in the 
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Garden, the Exodus, the story of Joseph, Noah and the flood, and various stories of the 
patriarchs. From reading many of the biblical stories in the Qur’an it is evident that 
Muhammad completely failed to grasp the underlying meaning of the stories in the Old 
Testament: which is the way God works in history. For instance in the story of Adam and 
Eve Muhammad did not understand that it is an allegorical story about all of humanity 
and their relationship with God, the creator and sustainer of the universe, who alone 
possesses the right to determine what is good and evil. In Muhammad’s version of 
events a literal man named Adam disobeys God; God however forgives Adam and makes 
him a prophet who will give guidance to his people in the same manner as Muhammad. 
Likewise Muhammad did not understand that the Exodus is a story about God’s working 
in history, that it is God alone who has the power to redeem his people from their 
bondage to sin and bring them back to himself to the ‘promised land.’ Muhammad sees 
the Exodus as merely a literal story whereby God destroys Pharaoh and the Egyptians 
because they disbelieved in the prophethood of Moses and thus presents the Exodus 
narrative as a warning to the Arabs that if they reject his claims to prophethood they 
will face destruction in this world and eternal torment in the hereafter like Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians. 

From reading the Qur’an it is clear that Muhammad used material from 
apocryphal sources. This is starkly apparent with respect to Muhammad’s stories about 
Jesus Christ in the Qur’an. The author of the Qur’an clearly did not utilise material from 
the New Testament canon in elaborating on the life of Jesus. This is unsurprising 
considering most of the Christians living in Arabia during the time of Muhammad were 
heretics who did not possess copies of the canonical scriptures. In fact virtually all the 
references to Jesus in the Qur’an appear to be derived from The Arabic Gospel of the 
infancy of the saviour, an apocryphal source compiled in the sixth century AD which was 
prominent and widely circulated in Arabia during the time of Muhammad. In the 
apocryphal Christian source the baby Jesus speaks in the cradle telling Mary that he is 
the son of God, the logos, sent by his Father for the salvation of the world. In 
Muhammad’s version of events in the Qur’an chapter 19:29-34 the baby Jesus tells the 
virgin Mary and the Jews that he is merely a servant sent by Allah to preach Islamic 
Monotheism and perform the rituals of Islam. In the Arabic Infancy Gospel Jesus 
performs a miracle by making clay birds come to life and fly. In the Qur’an verse 3:49 
Jesus substantiates his claims to prophethood by making clay birds come to life and fly. 
However this sign was performed only through the leave of the one transcendent God 
and in no way implied the divinity of Jesus according to the Qur’an. 

Of particular interest to Christians- especially Catholics- will be Muhammad’s 
blunder concerning our Lady, the Virgin Mary. Upon reading the Qur’an it will become 
apparent to the reader that Muhammad erroneously thought that Miriam the sister of 
Moses and Aaron was the same person as the Virgin Mary. In the Qur’an chapter 
19:27-28 when the Virgin Mary brings her baby to her people they accuse her- ‘the 
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sister of Aaron’- of unchastity and point out that her parents were not evil or unchaste: 
“O Mary! truly an amazing thing hast thou brought! O sister of Aaron! Thy father was 
not a man of evil, nor thy mother a woman unchaste!” Muslim apologists attempt to 
reconcile this obvious blunder by claiming that the phrase ‘sister of Aaron’ is an 
established idiom in the Arabic language and is not meant to be taken literally. However 
there is no evidence whatsoever that such an idiom exists or has existed in the Arabic 
language. Muslims cannot back up their arguments with evidence. The problem for 
Muslims is only further compounded when one considers that in verse 66:12 of the 
Qur’an the Virgin Mary is referred to as ‘the daughter of Imran.’ It just so happens that 
the father of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam was called Amran- a name which is translated 
as ‘Imran’ in Arabic. Subsequently it clear that this is an obvious error in the supposedly 
infallible verbatim word of God. 

It is customary to hear Muslims talk about the mysteries of the Qur’an, indeed if 
one a priori accepts that the Qur’an is the word of God, as all Muslims do, then there 
are countless mysteries. However if one accepts the self-evident truth that the Qur’an is 
merely the words of a man who certainly was not divinely inspired then all these so 
called mysteries evaporate. This is no more apparent than in the case of the author of 
the Qur’an referring to the Virgin Mary as the sister of Aaron and daughter of Imran. If 
one believes that the Qur’an is the word of God then this case is a profound mystery. 
However if it is admitted that the author of the Qur’an was merely Muhammad then 
this case is no mystery at all. It is easy to understand how Muhammad could have made 
such an error. To begin with, in Arabic the names Mary and Miriam are identical, so it is 
easy to see how an Arab could have thought that the sister of Moses and Aaron was the 
same person as the Virgin Mary. Moreover the material Muhammad used in the Qur’an 
would have been second hand stories that he heard whilst on his travels and 
interactions with Jews and Christians. So an Arab who was not well acquainted with the 
Jewish and Christian scriptures could easily be excused for confusing Miriam the sister 
of Moses and Aaron with the Virgin Mary. 

 

ISLAMIC MONOTHEISM (TAWHEED) 

The distinguishing feature of Islam is Tawheed- that is pure monotheism. Allah is 
strictly a Unitarian God. In the Qur’an Muhammad attacks the Christian concept of a 
tripersonal God by proclaiming that those who believe in a triune God are committing 
the unpardonable sin of Shirk, that is, associating partners with God, thus implying 
polytheism. However despite so vigorously attacking the Christian doctrine of the trinity 
there is no evidence in the Qur’an that Muhammad even understood what the doctrine 
implied. To begin with it is not even evident that Muhammad understood that the three 
persons of the trinity are God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. In the 
Qur’an verse 5:116 Muhammad states that Allah will ask Jesus “O Jesus, son of Mary! 
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Didst thou say unto mankind: Take me and my mother for two gods beside Allah?” 
Nowhere in the Qur’an is there any intimation that the author knew that Christians 
believed that the Holy Spirit was the third person of the trinity. 

To further support this argument it is self-evident from reading the Qur’an that 
Muhammad completely failed to grasp that generation in the Godhead, that is the 
eternal generation of the Son, occurs in an analogical rather than univocal sense. In the 
Qur’an verse 6:101 Muhammad indignantly asks “How can He have a son when He hath 
no consort?” It appears that Muhammad thought that Christians believed that God had 
to have sexual intercourse with a wife (Mary) in order to beget a son (Jesus). In truth the 
eternal generation of the Son occurs in a manner that is totally appropriate for a 
transcendent spiritual being. No orthodox Christian in their right mind believes that God 
had to have sexual intercourse with a wife in order to beget a son. All that these 
Qur’anic statements prove is that the author of the Qur’an was completely ignorant of 
Christian teachings and church doctrines, which proves beyond doubt that the author of 
the Qur’an cannot be the Lord of the universe who is necessarily omniscient. 

Furthermore, Muhammad thought that Christians believed in three distinct 
divine essences; that is that the Christian God is three essences rather than a triune God 
that is three persons in one essence. In the Qur’an verse 5:73 Muhammad states 
“Certainly they disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third (person) of the three.” The 
Church certainly does not teach that God is three in essence. The Church teaches that 
God is three persons in one essence. The three persons of the trinity are subsistent 
relations in the one essence which is God. God is not a material being and thus is not 
subject to the physical laws that pertain to material objects. The eternal generation of 
the Son is an intransitive action, that is one that occurs in the divine essence rather than 
outside it, meaning that the oneness and unity of God are not compromised. In 
Trinitarian doctrine God the Father eternally begets a being who is identical with 
himself. Because the eternal generation of the son is an intransitive action the mutual 
interpenetration of the two ensures that no division is introduced into the Godhead. 
The Father and the Son are co-located meaning that the Father is wholly in the son and 
vice versa. Due to the fact that God is one simple undivided essence the distinction in 
the Godhead is a relative rather than essential distinction. That means that the sole 
distinction between the Father and the Son is a relative property, meaning their 
relations toward one another. The Father is Father due to the fact that he eternally 
begets the Son and thus has the personal property of Paternity (Father); the Son is Son 
because he is eternally begotten by the Father and thus has the personal property of 
Filiation (Sonship). 

In Trinitarian doctrine there are two processions in God: the eternal generation 
of the Son from the Father and the eternal procession/spiration of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father and the Son. The eternal procession of the Holy Spirit is an intransitive action, 
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meaning that it occurs within the divine essence not outside it. Subsequently, since the 
Holy Spirit is wholly in the Father and the Son and vice versa, this means that the three 
persons are one in essence. The Holy Spirit however is relatively distinct from the Father 
and the Son. In the procession/spiration of the Holy Spirit the Father and the Son share 
the personal property of active spiration. The Holy Spirit however bears the personal 
property of passive spiration which ensures that the Holy Spirit is relatively but not 
essentially distinct from the Father and the Son. Thus it is through the concept of a 
person as a subsistent relation that Trinitarian doctrine is rendered coherent and logical. 
In contemplating the trinity it is imperative that one remember that God is not a 
material being and is not subject or bound by the physical laws that govern and inform 
material beings and relations. The three persons of the Trinity, which are subsistent 
relations, form one simple undivided essence through mutual/reciprocal 
interpenetration. The co-location of the three subsistent relations ensures that the 
Christian God is one undivided essence and that the real distinctions in the Godhead are 
merely relative distinctions. A proper grasp of Trinitarian doctrine reveals that 
Muhammad’s objections to Christian monotheism are baseless and invalid, thus 
revealing the falsity of Islam. 

From statements in the Qur’an it is also evident that Muhammad failed to grasp 
and was completely unaware of Church teachings on the incarnation of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Muhammad states in the Qur’an verse 5:75 “Christ the son of 
Mary was no more than a messenger; many were the messengers that passed away 
before him. His mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food.” 
Of course Muhammad is correctly pointing out here that God is perfect, eternal, 
immutable, and unlimited in all respects. Certainly God does not need to eat food to 
sustain his being. It appears that Muhammad thought that the Church teaches that the 
immutable, eternal God changed into a man. However the Catholic Church certainly 
does not teach that God changed into a man in the incarnation. Rather the Church 
teaches that during the incarnation the second person of the trinity assumed a human 
nature. A complete human nature- body and soul- became united to the divine word in 
a manner that the actions of that human nature may rightly be attributed to God- since 
God is the bearer of that human nature. Thus the Church teaches that the person of 
Jesus Christ is one person existing in two natures- human and divine. 

The Church teaches that the union of divinity and humanity in the incarnation 
was a personal union, not a union of natures. The incarnation is rightly termed a 
Hypostatic Union; the Greek word hypostasis or its Latin equivalent supposit are used to 
refer to the subject or bearer of bodies, natures, and predicates. The most appropriate 
English translation for these terms is ‘person.’ The phrase ‘Peter is a human person’ 
means that a subject Peter is the bearer of a human nature: all the actions of that 
particular human nature may rightly be attributed to Peter who is the hypostasis or 
supposit of that human nature. Likewise the phrase ‘God created’ means that the action 
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of creating may be attributed to a divine nature which belongs to God who is the bearer 
or possessor (hypostasis or supposit) of that nature. In the incarnation of the Son of 
God, the bearer of both the divine and human natures is the second person of the 
trinity. Subsequently Jesus Christ is a person who is both divine and human- one person 
existing in two natures. 

Since God- the second person of the trinity- is the subject or bearer of the human 
nature in the incarnation, the human nature does not constitute a person in its own 
right because its actions are controlled and subject to a divine person in a manner which 
enables one to say that that person is God subsisting as a man. In this manner 
contradictory statements such as God was born and God suffered hunger may be 
harmonised and rendered completely logical. In making seemingly illogical statements 
such as God suffered hunger or God acquired knowledge in the case of the incarnation 
one is not saying that God as God suffered hunger, rather one is saying that God as man 
suffered hunger. Since both natures belong to the one subject- God the Son- the actions 
of both the human and divine natures may be attributed to the one subject or person 
without there arising any contradictions and absurdities. 

Not only does Muhammad totally misunderstand Christian teaching on the 
doctrines of the Trinity and the Incarnation, but Muhammad’s objections to the 
doctrines had been firmly resolved by the Church at least 150 years before 
Muhammad’s alleged prophethood. Furthermore upon reading the Qur’an it is evident 
that the author- whoever that may be- was completely ignorant of the disputes and 
resolutions that took place in the ecumenical councils of the Church at Nicea (325AD), 
Ephesus (431AD), and Chalcedon (451AD). One would think that if God really was the 
author of the Qur’an that he would elaborate on why the doctrines articulated at the 
Church councils were insufficient rather than merely restating the same objections that 
the Church councils had purportedly resolved 150-300 years before the supposed 
revelation of the Qur’an. 

 

JIHAD: HOLY WAR IN ISLAM 

One of the biggest myths prevalent today concerning Islam is the belief that in 
Islam war is only permissible in self-defence. The fact is that those who wish to 
propagate the idea that Islam only allows fighting in self-defence are forced to reject or 
totally disregard 1400 years of violent conquest and subjugation, mainstream theology, 
and the principles of Qur’anic exegesis. An examination of the most authentic Sirah 
(biography of the Prophet) literature, the authentic Hadith (recorded sayings and 
actions of Muhammad), and Qur’anic verses viewed in their historical context reveal the 
fact that Islam is anything but a peaceful religion. In an authentic and undisputed 
tradition which has been recorded in a multitude of reliable Hadith collections 
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Muhammad is recorded as proclaiming “I have been ordered to fight people until they 
testify that there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger and when they 
say this and perform the obligatory Islamic duties their lives and property are safe from 
me” (Sahih Bukhari Vol. 1, Bk. 2, Num. 25 etc). 

In the Qur’an there are innumerable verses which admonish the Muslims to fight 
and kill unbelievers and loot their possessions. Examples of such verses include: “O ye 
who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are near to you, and let them find 
harshness in you, and know that Allah is with those who keep their duty (unto Him)” 
(Qur’an 9:123) and “Allah promiseth you much booty that ye will capture” (Qur’an 
48:20). It is evident from reading the Qur’an that there must have been many Muslim 
converts who although they believed in Allah and the prophethood of Muhammad were 
not keen on fighting, killing, and looting for their religion. To persuade these Muslims 
Muhammad in a Qur’anic verse stated: “Fighting is prescribed for you, and ye dislike it. 
But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing 
which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not” (Qur’an 2:216). In actuality 
the Qur’an explicitly states that the most pious Muslims are those who strive (Jihad) and 
fight in the cause of Allah with their goods and their persons (Qur’an 4:95). 

There are verses in the Qur’an which enjoin peace and tolerance, the problem 
however is that all these verses were revealed in the early phase of Muhammad’s 
prophetic career when Muhammad was merely a social preacher with absolutely no 
political or military power. In this phase Muhammad had no other choice but to pursue 
a peaceful, tolerant, and non-aggressive path to gaining influence and expanding his 
religion. However after Muhammad’s supporter base increased and he became 
politically and militarily powerful Muhammad completely changed course and set about 
expanding his religion by the sword. At the height of power at the end of his prophetic 
career Muhammad set about purging Arabia of unbelievers. Muhammad would send 
emissaries to various tribes in Arabia with the message that they were to convert to 
Islam or face the wrath of the Muslims and be put to the sword. Thus with 1400 years of 
violent conquest and subjugation in the name of Allah, and the principles of Islamic 
theology and Qur’anic exegesis supporting him Iran’s revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini was able to authoritatively declare in a 1942 speech: “There are 
hundreds of other [Koranic] psalms and Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet] urging Muslims 
to value war and to fight. Does all this mean that Islam is a religion which prevents men 
from waging war? I spit on those foolish souls who make such a claim.” (Khomeini, 2008, 
p226) 
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WOMEN IN ISLAM 

An issue of contemporary significance concerning Islam is the value and status of 
Women in an Islamic society. Does Islam accord dignity and honour to women? This is 
not a straightforward question because on the one hand the observer is presented with 
the horrendous inequalities and subordinate status of women in virtually all societies in 
which Islamic law and culture exert any influence. Whilst on the other hand one 
witnesses Muslim women themselves (including prominent Western converts) and 
authorities on Islam proclaiming the inherent dignity and equality accorded to women 
by Islam. Unfortunately the truth is that those who claim Islam accords dignity and 
equality to women are misguided and ignorant at best and deceptive at worst. 
Authentic Islamic teachings pertaining to women found in the Qur’an and the Hadith 
characterise women as being morally and intellectually inferior to men. 

Upon meeting a group of women whilst walking to the mosque Prophet 
Muhammad proclaimed “I have not seen anyone more deficient in intelligence and 
religion than you.” When asked why this was so Muhammad replied that the evidence 
of two women is equal to the witness of one man as decreed in the Qur’an. Muhammad 
stated that this is so because of the deficiency of a woman’s mind. In the same tradition 
and in numerous other narrations Muhammad was quoted as saying that the majority of 
the dwellers of Hell will be women thereby implying their moral inferiority (Sahih 
Bukhari Vol. 1, Bk. 6, Num. 301). Muhammad must have genuinely thought that women 
were really morally and intellectually inferior to men because what other reason would 
he have for decreeing that the evidence of two women was equal to the witness of one 
man as detailed in the Qur’an verse 2:282? 

The inequality of women relative to men is a pervasive feature of Islam and its 
social institutions. Naturally being superior Men inherit more than women as decreed in 
the Qur’an (4:11; 4:176). According to classical Islamic traditions a woman may not be 
head of state, an injunction no doubt founded on the inherent moral and intellectual 
inferiority of women to men. Furthermore in the institution of marriage a woman 
possesses no inherent rights of her own, the rights which women possess in marriage 
are contingent upon meeting certain obligations such as absolute obedience to their 
husbands. Once married a woman may not leave her husband’s house without his 
explicit permission, must satisfy his sexual needs unconditionally at anytime in anyplace, 
and must beautify herself at his bequest unconditionally. Verse 4:34 of the Qur’an gives 
a husband the divine right to beat his wife if she is disobedient or rebellious. According 
to Islamic Jurisprudence a man may beat his wife if she refuses to beautify herself for 
him, if she refuses to meet his sexual demands, if she leaves the house without his 
permission, and if she neglects her religious duties. Sadly the poor treatment of women 
in Islamic societies derives directly from authentic Islamic teachings themselves and is in 
no way an anomaly from the ‘real Islam.’ 


