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SAINT JOAN OF ARC 

Fr. Ambrose Ryan O.F.M. 

 

 

Strangest of all life-stories in the history of the saints must be the story of Saint 
Joan of Arc, for it evokes the memory of a girl of seventeen years roaring into 
battle at the head of the armies of France! 

"I remember that dear figure (wrote Louis de Coutes, her page boy, in his old age) 
with breast bent to the flying horse's neck, charging at the head of the armies of 
France, her hair streaming back, her silver mail ploughing steadily deeper into the 
thick of battle, sometimes nearly drowned from sight by tossing heads of horses, 
uplifted sword-arms, wind-blown plumes, and intercepting shields". (Personal 
Recollections, p. 2) 

How could such a warrior-girl find a place amongst our women saints? Men-
warriors, raising the sword for justice or in the Church's Crusades, Yes, they might be 
considered. But a girl-soldier for a saint? . . .  It is almost a bit too much. 

Joan of Arc's story is 'almost a bit too much'. She is "called" by God from 
obscurity, by heaven-sent messengers, as Abraham was, and some other great 
religious personalities. She is sent on a "Mission" as a girl of sixteen, a girl without 
formal education or training, to rescue the city of Orleans from total slaughter, to 
turn back English arms in France, and to put the Dauphin Charles onto his throne as 
the true King of France. 

And this enormous and most frightening mission she accomplishes in a dashing, 
fearless way. The age of chivalry lives again for a scintillating period of two years, 
1429-1431. And then she is gone, brutally done to death by her enemies and much 
defamed by them. 

But slowly — as Louis de Coutes also relates — "we (her friends) came to 
understand and recognize her for what she really was — the most noble being that 
was ever born into this world save only One". 

It is surely a story worth re-telling. 
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SECTION ONE 

Birth and Family 

The fascinating story of Joan of Arc begins at Domremy, a small French village, 
when she was barely thirteen years. 

She had been born to Jacques d'Arc and Isabelle Romee in 1412, one of five 
children. The D'Arc family held fifty acres in the townland of Domremy on the Meuse 
river in the Vosges mountains of eastern France: a family of hard-working peasants, 
clear and strict in their Catholic faith, of a period when children depended almost 
solely or their parents for education. Joan, like the other children, was taught the 
Our Father, Hail Mary and Creed: she knew the Mass, knew exactly what was meant 
by the 'Lord's body', and was instructed in making Confession by the parish priest. She 
was keenly devoted to the Eucharistic Presence and to Our Lady. But for the rest, she 
could be described — as all the village children might be — as 'ignorant', for she could 
neither read nor write. Yet most of them were skilled in household and other 
domestic arts. 

At about thirteen years, Joan was, by all accounts, a truly good girl, well liked, 
devoted to her family and helpful to the poor. She was noticeably fervent in religious 
faith. 

And there at Domremy she would surely have lived and died in obscurity except 
for the utterly extraordinary events that were now to transpire. 

Heavenly Apparitions 

Literally, from a blue sky, on a pleasant sunny day (dated May 31st, 1425 by 
some writers), a heavenly guest came to her. 

"I was in my thirteenth year (she testified) when God sent a voice to guide me. 
At first I was very frightened. The voice came towards the hour of noon, in 
summer, in my father's garden. It was accompanied by a light". (Quicherat, 
Proces, vol 1, pp.51-2 ; given in V. Sackville-West. St. Joan of Arc, p.67) 

The "Voice" called out her Christian name three times, clearly and pleasantly. In 
the soft, beautiful light she saw the speaker: "A noble and good man, young and 
graceful, who smiled as he spoke, bidding me not to fear and to follow his counsels". 
The third time the same vision came, she understood that it was St. Michael the 
Archangel by the shining armour he wore and the sword he carried. 

Then, wonder upon wonders, the visits became frequent, other angels 
appeared and soon Saints Catherine of Alexandria and St. Margaret of Antioch. 
These marvellous apparitions that Joan saw with her bodily eyes (as she afterwards 
solemnly swore), were to go on for four to five years — often, day by day. 

Slowly but steadily the young girl became accustomed to the heavenly visitors: 
"her brothers and sisters in Paradise". "I saw them with my bodily eyes. They were 
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always accompanied by a cloud of heavenly light. I could touch and embrace them. 
They smelt good and wore beautiful crowns. They spoke well and beautifully, with soft 
and humble voice". (cf. Sackville-West, St. Joan of Arc, pp. 70-73) 

The Message 

The message of the heavenly visitors was that God had chosen Joan for a unique 
mission. There was "a great pity in France and she was to help the King". 

The reason for the frequency of the visits was that St. Michael, and Saints 
Catherine and Margaret, were sent to prepare her for the great mission: to school her 
in the history of her country, in basic military science, and in constancy and purity — 
the special virtues of the virgin-martyrs Catherine and Margaret. 

Joan, in later years, spoke of these as her "Voices" or her "Counsel". And she 
explained that, after four years of regular visitation, the "Voices" began to insist that 
she consent to the mission God wanted her to fulfill. And when she knew fully what 
that was, she pleaded strongly with the Archangel Michael: "Messire, I am only a poor 
child who cannot read or write, or ride, or lead soldiers. I beg thee to spare me a 
task so far beyond my strength". 

Then, said Joan in later testimony, the Archangel explained that God had picked 
her for this arduous task only because of her humility and simplicity. She would be 
God's Maid (Pucelle de Dieu) and would be given the strength to redeem her country 
from the ravages of a hundred years of war. 

So under threat and command, as she stated in her Court Trial of 1431, Joan 
consented to the "Voices", and almost immediately became aware of a strength of 
character far beyond her years. "As soon as I had consented (she said) I felt that even 
if I had a hundred fathers and a hundred mothers who wished to restrain me, I 
should have gone. For the time passed as wearily for me as for a woman whose 
hour is near at hand". 

So forth she went from Domremy in May 1428, a girl of sixteen years, on the 
most improbable errand a young girl must ever have faced. She was to redeem her 
country by driving the almost invincible English troops from the ramparts of Orleans, 
and from the rest of France by force of arms! She went without fully informing her 
parents. Jacques d'Arc had said that "he would drown his daughter with his own 
hands rather than have her go with soldiers!" 

The Pitiful State of France, 1428 

That France as a nation was in dire need at this moment, no historian would 
deny. The hour had struck when France was to be absorbed into England and cease 
to be. 

It was only yesterday, 1420, at the "shameful Treaty of Troyes" that the demise 
of France had been arranged between Isabella, wife of mad King Charles VI, and King 
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Henry V of England. In effect the Treaty of Troyes linked England and France into one 
nation with the anticipated son of the marriage of Henry V and Catherine (daughter 
of Charles VI) to be made King of the two realms. 

Charles called "Dauphin" — the son of mad Charles V and Isabella, and true 
successor to France — was excluded from the throne by this treaty. His own mother 
Isabella had shamefully signed a statement to the effect that her son was illegitimate, 
a bastard child! 

So the kingdom of France — so patiently put together by the incomparable Saint 
Louis IX and his predecessors of the line of Hugh Capet, and then held together with 

difficulty by the more recent Valois kingly line  was now, by this shameful pact, 
to be extinguished forever! 

True it was, that a large part of France in the north, the east, and partly in the 
west was "enfoeffed" already to the English king. And this part included the central 
city of Paris, the 'Parlement' of the French and the famed University of Paris — both 
of which had submitted to English guidance. Further true, and lamentably so for 
loyal Frenchmen, was it that the most noble and very able Duke of Burgundy had 
leagued himself with the English. 

Then in 1422, following the deaths of both mad Charles VI and Henry V of 
England, the "foul deed" had been consummated. Henry VI, an infant of nine 
months, was declared King of France and England with his uncle the Duke of 
Bedford (Henry V's brother) to act as Regent. And now step by step the masterful 
Regent was pursuing the final conquest of the kingdom. 

Only one important obstacle stood in his way — the south of France with its 
key citadel on the Loire River, the famed city of Orleans. And now in October 1428, 
the English had moved their army groups under the command of Lord Talbot to the 
final siege and investment of the stubborn city. 

"Dauphin" Charles, nineteen years of age in 1428, was very much on call to 
defend his throne. But because of his mother's perfidy, and because of his own fickle 
character, the total loss of the kingdom was thought to be at hand. Only a few 
noblemen of the calibre of the Duke of Alencon, Xaintrailles, La Hire, Ambroise, Dunois 
— governor of Orleans, and half a dozen others, along with the embattled defenders 
of Orleans, stood between English rapacity and certain disaster. 

English men-at-arms, especially the squares of the archers, brought terror into 
battle. Common was the saying, "two hundred English equal a thousand French". 

The Providence of God 

"Who has known the mind of The Lord? Or who has been His counsellor?" 
exclaims St. Paul. (Rom. 11,34) 



CANISIUS PRESS - SAINT JOAN OF ARC 

 

WWW.STMARYSWESTMELBOURNE.ORG   Page 5 of 23 

Why, through envoys sent to an "ignorant" peasant girl of an obscure corner of 
France, the Almighty should abet a spirited revival of French patriotism is something 
beyond our grasp. A patriotic Frenchman may be allowed his own opinion. 

Perhaps some partial solution might be found in the enormous influence France, 
"the eldest daughter of the Church", had already had on the Christian history of 
Europe, and in anticipation of the influence she would afterwards have in the sad 
events of the next century — the events of the Reformation. 

However we may attempt to explain the extraordinary arrival of Joan to the 
rescue of her country, the facts are there. She came on the scene, she persuaded 
Dauphin Charles that she was sent by God to intervene, and intervene she most 
decisively did in a truly extraordinary manner. 

Was she from God or from the Devil? That was the problem to be later resolved. 

Joan's Progress 

Leaving Domremy in May 1428 (some reports, however say October 1428), the 
girl Joan went in the company of a male relative to see the governor of Vaucouleurs, 
Robert De Baudricourt. Vaucouleurs was the main city of her region and it was 
faithful to the Dauphin: most of the area had sided against him. De Baudricourt 
laughed at Joan's message when she came before him, and suggested that she be 
spanked and taken home. She went away, but was soon back again at the insistence 
of her 'Voices'. This time she won the governor's admiration and an escort of six 
armed men to take her to the Dauphin at Chinon. She won his esteem by predicting 
the exact result of a battle fought at Orleans — this at the very hour it was finished: 
Baudricourt was in wonderment at her when he was informed that her prophecy 
was fulfilled. 

The journey from Vaucouleurs to Chinon, through enemy-held places, took 
eleven days. Joan assumed male attire for the trip, and proved herself to be a natural 
horsewoman. Now the young woman sent in her message to the Dauphin at Chinon 
Castle, and asked to see him. The frivolous Charles was not impressed. Who did this girl 
from Domremy think she was? Was it at all likely that God would send a lowly 
peasant girl to him on a heavenly errand? 

When he agreed after two days to receive her, it is said that the Dauphin 
gathered a 'court' of nobles, clergy, and ladies, and had one of the nobles dress like 
him and take his seat while he obscured himself in the group of three hundred 
persons. Joan, however, on being admitted to his court, cast her eyes quickly 
around the assemblage and, to the Dauphin's amaze, immediately picked him out 
and made her curtsy. Then, it is said, she beckoned him aside, whispered in his ear 
and promptly won his loyalty. Her 'Voices', it seems, had given her intimate details 
about Charles's legitimacy which no one but he could know, and Joan could assure 
him: "You are the true heir". 
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The Dauphin required of Joan that she present herself to a group of Churchmen 
at Poitiers to be examined about her 'Voices' (prophecies), and her beliefs. She 
did so without demur, and the verdict was given: "She is a good person. There is 
nothing to suggest that she is a mischief-maker". 

The Way to Orleans 

Reassured by the churchmen's verdict, Dauphin Charles accepted Joan and 
agreed to her request to lead a volunteer group of unlikely recruits from Chinon, 
Tours, Blois and roundabout, to go to the relief of Orleans. In this decision he was 
ardently seconded by the Duke of Alencon, a dashing soldier, who instantly took to 
the maid, tested her on the jousting field and was surprised at her skill, and then aided 
the Dauphin to equip her with a good battle-horse and a full coat of shining silver 
mail. Joan is said to have sent a message to the clergy of Fierbois church to send her a 
sword stamped with Crusader Crosses that they would find under the main altar: this 
sword was named "the Sword of St. Catherine". 

So within a few weeks the novice army of relief was under way. A few veteran 
soldiers attached themselves to the Maid as bodyguard. From the city of Blois — the 
last main place before Orleans — the army was preceded by the Bishop, the clergy 
and the friars, to the sound of chanting, with cross and candles in the vanguard: a 
Crusade! Joan had fervently exhorted the soldiers to confess themselves to the 
priests before the march began, and to a man they did so. Now she sat on her battle-
charger, tastefully dressed, her page — Louis de Coutes, a lad of fifteen, at her side, 
and two first class warriors named D'Aulon and De Metz as her personal bodyguards 
On Saturday April 29th, 1429, the three thousand odd men-at-arms drew near the 
city of Orleans. 

Reception 

They came towards the city from the south side of the Loire river. As the city was 
almost ringed by English strong-points, the only possible entrance was by water, 
and no more than two hundred soldiers could be ferried upstream to the city by the 
boats, as loads of provisions had also to be taken to the hungry people. Joan, 
however, was determined to get into Orleans. The boats were prepared. A gale-force 
wind blew down the river against them. The venture seemed hopeless until the 
maiden bowed her head in prayer, and instantly the gale wind was gone! Dunois, 
governor of Orleans, who was present when this happened, shook with emotion and 
ever after "held the Maid in awe". The bulk of the troops had to return to Blois, ford 
the river at that point, and march to Orleans by the north bank of the Loire. 

Meanwhile Joan and her two hundred reached the walled city by the boats. A 
gate was opened, and as it was already dark a procession of fifty torchbearers met 
the incoming group and the enthusiasm of the entrapped citizens ran very high. They 
were convinced that their saviour had come. 
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In just ten days, and contrary to all prediction, whether of the so-called invincible 
English or of the faint-hearted French, the Maid of Orleans was to lead her men to 
an astonishing victory. Dunois — called "The Bastard" (no more a term of rejection 
then, than it is now in Australia!), was the city's governor. He accepted Joan: he saw 
her God-given powers at the river, and now he saw her riding confidently between 
famed soldiers. In concert with the soldier-leaders, and rather reluctantly with Joan, 
he devised a plan of action: he just did not think she had the knowledge of military 
matters. 

Call to Surrender 

But before any action was taken, the "imperious" Joan — and she could be most 
determined — insisted that the English be invited to withdraw: this to save bloodshed. 
She had a letter composed, sent t0 Lord Talbot by two envoys, and awaited a reply. 

"King of England (it began), make satisfaction to the King of Heaven, Give up to 
Joan the Maid all the good towns which you have seized. She has been sent by God to 
restore the Royal Blood, but is full ready to make peace if you will do justice and 
repay what you have seized . . . she comes from the King of Heaven to put you out of 
France, man by man; and the Maid promises and assures you that she will sound so 
great a call to arms as for a thousand years has not been heard in France, if you do not 
render her justice. And be very sure of this, that the King of Heaven will send her 
greater power that you car show in all your attacks upon her and her trusty men-
at-arms." 

When no answer was given to the "imperious" note, the Maid stood boldly before 
Les Tourelles — a key English bastion — and called on its captain, Sir William Glasdale 
to surrender it. He called back "Cowgirl", and used some other more insulting 
expressions: he threatened to burn her at the stake should she come into his hands. 

The Battle for Orleans 

On May 4th hostilities began in earnest. The French opened an eastern gate of 
the city and attacked an English stronghold called St. Loup. Joan was caught 
unawares but rushed for her battle-horse and standard as soon as she knew the 
fight was on. The French had flagged, but Joan went straight forward into the thick of 
the fight and the French charged. The stronghold was easily taken. The English lost 
over a hundred killed. 

May 5th was Ascension Day and a truce was observed: the Maid was at Mass 
and Communion. Many of the troops on both sides did the same, for the English 
were also Catholics. 

Then came the crucial battles of May 6th and 7th. With Joan's counsel now 
taken seriously by the French leaders — Dunois, La Hire, Xaintrailles, (Alencon was 
not at Orleans) — it was determined to attack a main defensive-offensive position of 
the besiegers which consisted of two strongholds (bastilles) called Les Augustins and 
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Les Tourelles, with a subsidiary named Le Blanc. A spearhead of Frenchmen went 
carefully forward from the south gate of the city, and after them came the bulk of 
the troops with Joan and her bodyguard. 

The first attack was directed at the minor fort of Le Blanc, and Glasdale — 
English commander — quickly decided to withdraw from this place and to strengthen 
Les Augustins (a former convent of the Augustinians). As he was making the 
withdrawal, La Hire and Joan anticipated the English commander's mind and together 
led a frontal charge on the English. A furious set-to developed which was to last for 
four to five hours. Joan was in the middle, riding and wheeling forward and 
backward, religious standard in one hand, sword in the other, encouraging, shouting. 
The low walls of the old convent were breached, the enemy overrun, with many of 
them fleeing into Les Tourelles — the twin towers at the end of the bridge across the 
Loire on the side nearest the city. On the evening of May 6th, the French troops 
remained on guard at Les Augustins preparing for an assault on Les Tourelles. Joan 
and some of the leaders slept within the walls of Orleans. 

At this juncture, the French leaders were ready to halt and wait for 
reinforcement, but the Maid protested strongly: "My counsel (the Voices) tells me 
to press on and victory will be ours". Her word prevailed, for the men themselves 
were surprised at their successes, and in true admiration of the reckless bravery of 
the maiden. 

Red-Letter Day 

May 8th is the red-letter day of the Relief of the City of Orleans. Six months had 
it been almost enclosed in the English trap with supplies running out and hope 
waning, and now the tight circle of besieging forts was about to be prised open: a 
military feat of the rarest occurrence. 

The stirring battle began with the dawn of May 7th: a classical mediaeval 
storming of a fortress held by six hundred most resolute defenders. A dry and a wet 
moat had to be crossed, filled up and held; high walls had to be scaled. Here is a 
resume of the action from the testimony of eye-witnesses. 

"The French assaulted the highest places of the fortress-towers with such valour 
that they appeared to think themselves immortal, rearing their ladders against the 
walls and being flung back many times by the English from the height of the walls into 
the deep ditch below, beater down with hatchets, lances, battle-axes, leaden maces, 
and even with their fists, amidst the smoke and flare of the guns (cannons). Yet for 
all their valour, the place remained untaken when evening came." (cf. V. Sackville-
West, St. Joan of Arc, p. 214). 

About midday Joan was wounded above the (right) breast by a steel-tipped 
arrow which penetrated fifteen cm and caused her to cry out in pain. She extracted 
the arrow with her own hands and had the wound treated with olive oil and lard. 
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Then, after a suitable rest, she resumed her position with the troops, urging and 
encouraging. 

By 8 p.m. Dunois was ready to trumpet a retreat for the day. Joan went to him 
and asked for time. She withdrew a distance to pray for fifteen minutes. Then she 
went to Dunois and said: "My Counsel tells me that we should make one more 
assault". The governor gave in. He himself recalls the figure of the maiden, armour-
clad, standing on the high side of the ditch, standard held high, and crying out: "As 
soon as my standard touches the fortress wall, victory is ours." A final mighty charge 
was made. Her standard reached the wall, and the Englishmen appeared to be 
paralysed — for the fortress was quickly overrun — What strange power worked 
through this warrior-maiden! 

In a wild melee that followed some hundreds of the English including Glasdale 
and other leaders, fell from the burning bridge and were drowned in the river. And 
some of the English who survived said they had seen St. Michael the Archangel and St. 
Aignan, patron of Orleans, riding in the clouds above at the crucial moment of the 
battle! 

Joan knelt with the dying and helped them: she showed no bravado in victory. 

When reassembled in the city that night, the troops and the Maid went together 
to church to thank God for the true deliverance of their city. The ring of the siege was 
broken. The Te Deum was solemnly chanted. 

And for five hundred years the events of that day have been honoured at 
Orleans with Church and Civic celebrations. The "Maid of Orleans" is always at the 
centre of it all, as it was on May 8th that the English withdrew, this is the date that 
is observed. 

Clearing a Path to Rheims 

With the siege lifted, the warrior-maiden and a few of the leaders went south 
from Orleans to Loches to find the Dauphin Charles, and to urge him to hasten his 
coronation at Rheims — this, of course, in defiance of the Duke of Bedford, Regent 
for Henry VI. The Dauphin hesitated on the advice of Tremoille, his favourite counsellor 
who was no friend of Joan. But Joan knelt at his feet and appealed to her 'Gentle 
Dauphin' to heed the messages that she brought from God's envoys. And at last he 
heeded her. 

So it was decided to clear the path to Rheims, which meant that a group of 
towns on the north of the Loire river — namely, Jargeau, Meung, Beaugency, had to 
be wrested from the English. This for a beginning. 

Jargeau was first attacked: the Duke of Alencon was put in charge of the battle, 
the Maid Joan fighting at his side. Now it was clear that the boot was on the other 
foot: "Two hundred Frenchmen, with Joan at their side, were easily the match for a 
thousand Englishmen". Jargeau was stormed in June: a breach was made in the town 
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wall by cannon: through it went Alencon and the Maid and victory was theirs'. The 
English cry, "She is a witch." became louder. 

Meung, Beaugency, were invested. The English under Lord Talbot, a famous 
soldier, withdrew and grouped in the open. Finally, the two forces joined battle at 
Patay on June 18th. The English archers, the invincibles, were surprised and cut to 
pieces before they could form into their dreaded ranks, and La Hire and Joan led the 
Frenchmen into the most decisive battle against Englishmen — 5000 of them — for a 
hundred years. Talbot himself was taken captive. Nothing could now prevent the 
French from leading the Dauphin and his entourage on the long road to Rheims. 

Procession goes forward 

So the coronation procession was formed and advanced from Gien (on the Loire) 
towards Rheims. City after city, until then loyal to England or Burgundy, now opened 
their gates and submitted to Charles — Auxerre, Troyes, Chalons-sur-Marne. Troyes, 
the city of the "Shameful Treaty", hesitated and made to resist. Joan ordered the 
ditch outside the city walls to be filled with faggots in preparation for an attack! The 
gates were thrown open; the Dauphin and his procession of fighters entered at one 
end, the defenders filed out at the other. Food and provisions were heaped on the 
visitors. 

The King is Crowned 

The procession arrived at Rheims on July 16, 1429. This was the ancient city of 
royalty. Here, for centuries, the anointing oil of the kings had been preserved in the 
Abbey of the Benedictines. Rheims opened its gates with little demur, the 
'Burgundians' going for cover, and the head men gave loyalty to Charles. With the 
procession had come the Archbishop of Rheims, to enter his See for the first time in 
twenty years. Preparations were quickly made for the beautiful ceremony of 
coronation, which was performed by the Archbishop on July 17, 1429. Joan the Maid 
stood alongside the Dauphin as he was anointed and raised to the title of King 
Charles VII of France. She held up her holy standard on which was inscribed the words 
— Jesus, Mary — and her cup of joy was filled to the brim. Her "voices" — Archangel 
Michael, Saints Catherine and Margaret — had schooled her for a long period so that 
she might see this day. Now her great mission, God-given, as she fervently believed, 
was largely fulfilled. 

"It was a mighty fine thing (wrote three noblemen who were present to 
Charles' Queen and to her mother, the Queen of Sicily) to see the great ceremony, for 
it was so solemn and the King found everything as well and as properly appointed as if 
he had ordered it a year beforehand, and there were so many people that it would 
be useless to write of them, and there was great joy felt by everybody. And during 
the said ceremony the Maid of Orleans kept always near the King, holding her 
standard in her hand. And it was a very fine sight to see the beautiful manners of the 
King and also of the Maid. And when the King was anointed, and also when they 
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placed the crown on his head, everyone cried 'Noel' and the trumpets sounded so 
loudly that it seemed as if the roof of the church must fall". (C. Oddie, The Story of St. 
Joan, p. 116). 

Present at the ceremony was Jacques D'Arc, Joan's father, now most humbly 
reconciled to his amazing daughter. 

 

SECTION TWO 

The Maiden in Herself 

At Rheims, July 1429, Joan the warrior-maiden was but seventeen years of age. 
She is described as average in height for a woman (157 cm), well-built and strong in 
body, fair-haired, gracefully mannered and jovial, strong-tempered, and of course 
always attired in male dress. Although an easy companion to her own sex who always 
helped and protected her, she could mix freely amongst soldiers. The men — and there 
are several verbal testimonies to this — regarded her with a certain awe; no one 
would dare swear in her presence; and none was ever tempted in a carnal way about 
her even when she slept "on the straw" with them in the open fields. Truly, an 
extraordinary testimony to her goodness!  

Young as she was, she was seen to be quite mature in mind — about people, 
about her country's affairs and the perfidy of many, about her religion, and about 
military tactics. The Duke of Alencon and Dunois of Orleans testify that she had a sure 
grasp of military matters, never failing to direct the brunt of attack against the 
enemy's weakest point, and being ahead of her time in the use of artillery. Her 
personal bravery in battle was already a legend. 

As to self-opinion, Joan the Maid had no possible doubt about her gifts: she held 
them to be God-given by a direct and continuing supernatural endowment. Left to 
herself, she owned only to being a country girl of no formal learning, and no 
outstanding qualities. 

Again about Providence 

Earlier in this story, we remarked on the most strange design of Providence that 
brought Joan out of obscurity to the relief of Orleans, and to supervise the crowning 
of the King. Now it is needful to say that God's Providence appears to have taken a 
further strange twist once these events were accomplished. Joan's God-given 
"Counsel" became less frequent, and on occasions of battle she was often left to 
herself, and had to make decisions without aid from above. 

Then the "Voices" returned strongly to warn her of impending peril, and after 
that she was almost abandoned to her fate at the hands of dubious Frenchmen and 
ruthless enemies — all of them her fellow Catholic brethren. 
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One excellent writer calls this period, "The Calvary of the Maid", and likens her 
sufferings and abandonment to the Passion and Death of our Saviour. It is perhaps 
the best way to interpret the latter period of her life, (cf C. Oddie, St. Joan of Arc). 

Now to resume the story. 

In Service to the King 

After the brilliant coronation at Rheims, Joan was most eager to lead the King's 
army towards Paris, and to win back the capital city of France. But in this she was 
frustrated by the King's wish — at the instigation of nobleman Tremoille — to make 
truces with the Duke of Burgundy with the hope of regaining the Duke's allegiance. 

Burgundy, however, was playing a game with Charles and had no wish to sever his 
connection with the English. At no time did Joan ever trust the man. 

So a month was frittered away, and when Joan and the Duke of Alencon came 
with the Frenchmen to the approaches of Paris — by way of Senlis, Compiegne and 
Saint Denis, all of which sided now with Charles — the battle effort had petered out, 
and the French failed to take the city. It was the Maid's first failure; her 'Voices' were 
silent. 

So loyal to the King, who tried her sorely, she went with him south of the Loire and 
occupied herself in religious devotions and charitable help. 

In October-November, the city of St. Pierre-le-Moutier was conquered with 
Joan fighting valiantly. La Charite was besieged, but for a second time she failed to 
achieve victory. 

Then in the new year 1430, Melun surrendered to the King without a fight and as 
Joan stood on the rampart at Melun a vision of Saints Catherine and Margaret came 
to her, a grave vision. The Saints warned her that she would be taken prisoner 
before the feast of St. John the Baptist, then occurring about the end of May. 

Prisoner 

And this is precisely what happened. The place of her capture was Compiegne, just 
north of Paris. This city had sided with King Charles VII and rejected the Burgundians. It 
was about to be laid under siege by the English and a party of the Duke of Burgundy, 
when Joan with a small force of 250 men rode hard by night to the aid of their friends, 
May 22, 1430. The small group fought hard outside the city, Joan never so valiant. 
But as they withdrew from the skirmish to enter the city, the captain of Compiegne 
panicked a little and raised the drawbridge quickly, and Joan and her bodyguard 
were left stranded. She was taken in a field by a soldier of Jean of Luxembourg, an ally 
of the Burgundians, on May 23rd. 

"Her capture aroused tremendous and immediate excitement, than which no 
greater tribute could have been paid to the fear and hatred she had inspired among 
her enemies for the last full year", writes V. Sackville West. (St. Joan of Arc, p. 292) 
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"They had called her by insulting names; they had pretended that she came from 
the Devil; they had threatened to burn her as a witch if they could catch her; they had 
jeered at her as a woman in man's clothes; they had affected to despise her, but now 
that she was actually in their power there could be no doubt that they regarded her 
as a major prize. They were frankly jubilant." 

She was securely lodged in Beaurevoir Castle by Jean of Luxembourg, and 
hither came the Duke of Burgundy to exult over the capture of the "sorceress". 

Attempted Escape 

When it got through to Joan that negotiations were under way to sell her to the 
English, the warrior-girl became a bit frantic. This, linked with an urgent wish to get 
back to the defence of Compiegne, led her to a desperate action. She was found 
unconscious at the foot of Beaurevoir castle tower having leaped from the top in an 
attempted escape — a distance of about twenty metres. It seemed to be a miracle 
that she survived, which she did without a broken bone! — She said later that her 
"Counsel, St. Catherine" had tried to dissuade her from this almost suicidal attempt: 
had helped her from disaster: and told her "that God forgave her". 

Sold to the English for a huge sum of money — approx. 80,000 pounds (cf 
Sackville West, St Joan of Arc, p. 305) — she was delivered into their hands and 
brought by stages until she arrived in the city of Rouen, well within the English-
occupied part of France. Here the Duke of Bedford — Regent of King Henry VI — was 
able to persuade churchmen, viz. Pierre Cauchon, exiled bishop of Beauvais, and the 
professors of the Sorbonne within the University of Paris, to set up a Church Trial for 
Joan on the ground of Idolatry (as a witch and sorceress), and also for Heresy. The 
Duke was highly pleased to have the Church do his dirty work: it was stipulated, of 
course, that should the churchmen exonerate her, she would fall back into the 
hands of the English State. 

Trial by the Church Inquisition 

At Rouen, Joan was shackled and held in the common prison with five tough 
English soldiers to guard her. To her intense sorrow she was refused the Mass and 
the Sacraments, and denied counsel for the defence. In fact no witness favourable 
to the prisoner was ever admitted to this one-sided trial. 

After a long period of detention, the trial opened in Rouen Castle in February 
1431. It was to proceed for over three months. Pierre Cauchon, Bishop of 
Beauvais, presided. He held that Joan was captured within his diocese and 
therefore he was competent to preside. In Church Law this was not so. Only the 
Bishop of Rouen could conduct such a trial. So Bedford, the civil Regent, intervened 
and forced local churchmen to accept Cauchon. 
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Le Maitre, a Dominican friar and Vice-Inquisitor, was detained rather 
reluctantly to act with Cauchon. Six professors of the Sorbonne College within the 
University of Paris came willingly to Rouen to help in the trial. 

That the motive behind the whole business was to discredit King Charles VII — 
Joan's King — and to show that he depended for his throne entirely on her testimony, 
which was no more than the raving of a sorceress, this was clearly the Duke of 
Bedford's intention. It must of course be added that there were people in the 
English-Burgundian parts of France, including some of the priests, who agreed with 
Bedford's estimation of the girl. For these she had to be a monster: how else 
explain her fierce valour, her string of victories beyond all expectation, and the actual 
terror she could induce in the common English soldier. 

Official Charges 

The official charges made at Rouen by the Church Court of the Inquisition can be 
reduced to four. (1) Joan the Maid pretends to have had visions, viz. that St. Michael, 
St. Catherine and St. Margaret appeared to her in the flesh, and that their revelations 
enabled her to know the future. (2) She wears male clothing and has taken part in 
wars and battles. (3) She claims to be in a state of grace and certain of her salvation. 
(4) She refuses to submit her acts and beliefs to the jurisdiction of the Church 
Militant. In short, in the eyes of the judges who condemned her, Joan was guilty of 
errors of faith, of blasphemy, and of rebellion against the Church. (R. Pernoud: The 
Retrial of Joan of Arc, p.23) 

Detail of the Trial 

On the first charge about the Visions, Joan was completely cooperative with the 
judges. Over and over again, under the most minute cross-questioning, she asserted 
her total belief in them. For her, the Visions — the Voices — the Revelations were 
simple, solid facts. 

To the judges, her answers were a complete give-away, for they regarded her 
Visions and Revelations as illusory, the imaginings of a tormented mind and the girl 
had to be a "Sorceress", that is, in some way linked with the Devil. 

No doubt, her clear bold words must have carried an uncanny ring in the halls of 
Rouen castle in front of the panel of clerics. One judge asked: 

Q. "When did you last hear the voice speaking to you?"  

A. "Yesterday and today". 

Q. "At what time did you hear it yesterday?"  

A. "I heard it three times; once in the morning, once at the hour of vespers,               
and the third time in the evening, at the hour of the Ave Maria."  

Q. "What were you doing when you heard it yesterday morning?" 
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A. "I was asleep and the voice woke me." 

Q. "Did it wake you by touching your arm?" (Odd question about a voice, 
but loaded!) 

A. "It woke me without touching me." 

Q. "Was the voice in your room?"  

A. "I do not know. It was in the castle." 

(Note - Yet the tradition of 'private revelations' is so old in Catholic history that 
the judges' studied refusal to consider them as possible in this case can only argue to 
their political bias, or their preconceived views of the Maiden.) 

A Digression (to help the reader) 

The key point in Joan's cross-questioning at the Trial was the presumed falsity 
of her Visions, Voices, Revelations. We moderns would immediately inquire: Did these 
judges produce any evidence to show that the young woman was abnormal? And the 
answer, from the facts of the Trial, can only be: They produced nothing. All the 
evidence, according to those who have studied the manuscripts carefully, shows 
that she answered hundreds of tricky questions about the Visions in a simple matter-
of-fact way; she actually joked with her questioners on occasions, and rebuffed their 
loaded questions with the shrewdness of a peasant. Mrs Sackville West, a modern 
student of the saint, a self-confessed non-religious person as regards church-going, 
finds, after a minute study of the trial that Joan "acted in a completely normal 
way". 

Again (for the reader), one should not get an impression that the French Bishops, 
Clergy and Laity of 1431 had any common share in the opinions of the important 
group of clerics who indicted Joan at Rouen. The fact is that most of the Bishops 
were on the Maid's side, as were also the clergy and religious — her personal chaplain 
was an Augustinian, she had supporters amongst the Dominicans, and the 
Franciscans in general were with her. The bulk of the people were most 
enthusiastic for her. "Prayers and Masses were offered continually for her release; 
a special collect was said at Mass, pro liberanda pucella. And following her execution 
Requiem Masses were sung for her in all the churches of France outside the 
territory controlled by the English and the Duke of Burgundy". (Rousseil, St. Joan of 
Arc, pp. 158-68). 

 To Continue the Trial 

The second charge about wearing Male Clothing dogs the trial of the Maid. 
Clearly she was ahead of her time in the matter for she said, "Clothes are of minor 
consequence", and when hard pressed, she said: "I had to wear men's clothing when 
fighting with the troops so as to appear as a man, and I found it necessary to do so 
to preserve my virtue". 
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In the 15th century it was still considered most outrageous for a woman to dress 
as a man; the denunciations of the Book of Deuteronomy (ch22,v.5) in the Old 
Testament were still quoted, however unjustly. So many thought: "This young 
woman has to be dissolute, her actions betray her, no matter how much she 
protests". 

The trial evidence, as indeed several other evidences obtained at crucial 
moments in her public life, show that nobody, not even her worst enemy, was ever 
able to substantiate the slightest charge against her virginity. On the contrary, several 
physical examinations of her body — to her disgust — were attempted, and it was 
steadily proved that she was a virgin woman. In Joan's time a virgin was held "to have 
a total power over the devil". 

How obtuse, then, were her judges in repeating over and over again: "It is an 
outrage that you dress as a man. You must change your way". To which the Maid 
answered with increasing stubbornness, "My voices approve of what I am doing". 
And strange it is, to us even ludicrous, that the charge of Male Attire was artfully 
used by Cauchon as the final testing point in consigning her to the stake! 

The third accusation, viz. that she claimed to be in a state of grace and certain of 
salvation — this is a fabrication of the judges: they wanted to accuse her of this: it is 
not founded in her replies. 

Beaupere — a Sorbonne man — tried to trap her with the seemingly guileless 
question: "Do you consider yourself to be in a state of grace?" She paused, then said 
simply: "If I am not, may God put me there; if I am, may He keep me in it". And so set 
the university man on his hunkers! 

The idea behind the accusation was that it was "heretical" to make an assured 
claim to the state of grace and salvation on one's own authority. And the judges 
were trying to make Joan outreach herself. 

The fourth, and most telling charge, viz. that she refuses to submit her acts and 
beliefs to the judgment of the Church Militant: this, if sustained, would certainly make 
her a heretic. The age was one that considered blatant heresy a public crime against 
the public good, as well as an offence against God, and the State was as determined as 
the Church to root it out and destroy it. Imprisonment, even for life, was normal for 
heresy, with death for a 'relapsed heretic'. 

At Rouen the judges stood in their own conviction that they were the Church's 
official Inquisition for the diocese, and as such that they had the authority of the 
Church. And on the face of it, this is correct. Joan always considered the panel of 
judges as her enemy, an enemy also to her true King Charles VI1. So while she acted 
with courtesy, and indeed found a few sympathisers amongst the clerics, she was 
never prepared to submit to Bishop Cauchon and his panel. She even demurred and 
demurred over the wording of the oath they would administer to her. 
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Now these churchmen kept lecturing her on the distinction between Church 
Militant and Church Triumphant: we are the Church Militant, you keep appealing 
directly to God and Revelation — the Church Triumphant. Their lectures went over her 
head, and she failed to grasp their point. "It is not enough (they said) to claim that 
your visions and revelations come from God, and to insist on this — this is but your 
private opinion. It belongs to us, the Church Militant, to give you the judgment of the 
Church on earth and to this you must submit as a Catholic, and retract your errors. 
You must also put aside your scandalous male attire". 

Joan repeatedly replied: "God sent me the visions. I know it, I cannot deny 
them. God and the Church are one and the same and you ought not to make 
difficulties over that". "Ah—ha (they said), she will not submit to the authority of 
the Church on earth". (Note: And as far as they went in this matter, one has to 
concede that the judges had a point.) 

As soon, however, as it was suggested to Joan: "You may appeal to the Pope", she 
immediately avowed: "Take me to him and I will submit everything to him". — 
"Rome is too far away", was Cauchon's only rejoinder. And he ordered this time to 
be struck off the record! 

Isambard de la Pierre O.P., who was at the trial, also testified that he had tried 
to advise Joan that she could appeal to the Council of Basle, then in session. "What 
do you mean by that?" she asked him. "The Council is a gathering of church leaders, 
and you would find there churchmen of your own party". "Then I would gladly appeal 
to this Council", said Joan. But Cauchon called out to Isambard: "Be quiet, in the 
name of the devil". And some English soldiers came to Isambard, after the session, to 
warn him that he might be thrown in the river if he interrupted again. (cf. Retrial, 
p.211)  

Forcing the Issue 

At length Bishop Cauchon did two things to force the issue. He sent Twelve 
Propositions, ascribed to Joan, to the University of Paris for judgment: he had caused 
these to be carefully worded, and to omit some of Joan's asides (those especially in 
reference to higher appeal), so that the University men did not have the full evidence 
as given in front of them. On what they were given they judged her "erroneous in 
doctrine, a heretic, Guilty". 

Then the scheming Bishop prepared a scene in the cemetery of St. Ouen, 
alongside Rouen Castle, to frighten the prisoner into a disavowal of her visions and 
revelations, and to deliver the judgment of the University. Above all, she had to be 
made to recant on her visions and so to discredit King Charles VII. 

Two platforms were made, and a scaffold-stake erected. All the actors in the 
trial were there, Joan in boys' clothing on one platform. With the place of execution 
before her eyes, Joan was given a lecture by Master Erard who spoke mainly of her 
misdeeds. Pointing the finger at her, he exclaimed: "Oh royal house of France, until 
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now you have never known monsters. But in our time you are dishonoured in giving 
your faith to this woman, this witch, heretic and child of superstition". Then Joan 
spoke up: "Do not speak of my King. He is a good Christian". (Pernoud, Retrial, 
p.178—9) 

The lecture over, Master Erard brought out a document of recantation, which 
was partly read (it was very long) and Joan was asked: "Are you ready now to 
recant?" She answered: "Let the clerics and the Church, in whose hands I should be 
placed, see and read the document, and if they advise me to sign it, I shall willingly do 
so", Erard made answer: "You must sign now or you will be burnt today". Then he 
immediately began to read the sentence of condemnation given by the University. 
At that point, although the facts are somewhat confused, Joan was suddenly seized 
with fear and emotion and she exclaimed: "I wish to submit to the Church". A short 
form of recantation, no more than eight lines, was produced. It was read out. Its 
terms were that she must promise to put aside male dress, renounce armed conflict, 
and a few matters like these. She was handed the paper and made a round circle on it, 
and a cross. Was this done flippantly? Some think her action was derisory. We have 
to remember that she could not write. (The short document has never since been 
found! But those who listened, and could afterwards testify, say that nothing was 
said about her visions and revelations in it.) 

She had recanted! And now Cauchon was himself in a fix, for he had secretly 
promised the Duke of Bedford to have done with her. 

A hurried consultation took place between some of the judges who were present 
including the Cardinal-Bishop of Winchester, England. And the sentence for a 
penitent heretic was given, viz. Life Imprisonment. Now Joan should have been 
taken out of secular hands and delivered to the Church's prison, but on Cauchon's 
order she was returned to the secular prison in the custody of the Duke of Bedford 
and his soldiers. 

It is exactly reported that the English army leaders, and their soldiers who 
were at Rouen, were bitterly upset and disappointed at the verdict — the witch had 
slipped through their fingers. It is also carefully noted by several witnesses that 
Cauchon immediately assured them — "We will get her yet". And that is what he did 
— this bitter, vengeful churchman, paid handsomely by the English. 

Condemnation 

For Joan's part, she quickly recovered in prison from her emotions in the 
cemetery and came to realise that the "submission to the Church" really meant, 
and was designed to mean, that she denied the "Voices" and the Visions, whatever 
the wording. And in this she was certain she had been tricked. So she made it clear to 
the clergy who came to her in the prison that, in no way, did she mean to deny the 
"Voices". "Ah—ha", they exclaimed, "so you have relapsed back into your errors!" 
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When Cauchon knew of Joan's conduct in prison, and also that she had dressed in 
female clothes as promised, but had soon gone back to male clothing, he was 
triumphant. We have her! (The best evidence indicates that the soldier guards 
confiscated the woman's garb when Joan went to the wash-room, and she was 
forced to redress in male attire. It is also clearly testified to that an English 
nobleman did physical violence to her at this precise time.) 

So it was decreed that the Maid of Orleans should receive the full penalty of the 
law of the Inquisition for a "relapsed heretic", a penalty that had to be accepted 
and enforced by civil authority, and this was .  .  .  To be burnt at the stake! A 
punishment horrendous in the extreme to us, and Joan of Arc said she would rather 
be beheaded seven times than face such an ordeal: yet it was not uncommon in 
those semi-barbaric days. 

Martin Ladvenu, Dominican friar, prepared Joan for the ordeal by hearing her 
Confession and bringing her Holy Communion. (Such a permission, never ever 
allowed to a heretic, reveals that Bishop Cauchon had some decency left in him and 
knew in his heart that he was forcing the issue.) 

Her Saintly Death 

Friar Isambard de la Pierre O.P. gives this eye-witness account of her death in the 
square of Rouen city. Eight hundred English troops paraded. The Maid was made to 
mount a high scaffold heaped around with faggots for the fire. 

"Joan showed such great contrition (testifies Isambard) and such a fine 
repentance in her death as was a wonder to see. The words she uttered were so 
devout, pious and Christian that all who watched her — and they were a great 
multitude — wept warm tears. Even the Cardinal of England (Bishop of Winchester) 
and several other Englishmen were constrained to weep and were moved to 
compassion. 

"The pious woman asked, commanded and begged me, since I was near her at 
the end, to go into the near-by church and bring her the Crucifix. This she made me 
hold up, right before her eyes, until the moment of her death, so that the Cross on 
which God hung should be continually before her eyes as long as her life lasted. 
Moreover, when she was surrounded by flames she continued to cry aloud and 
acknowledge the sacred name of Jesus, and ceaselessly to implore and invoke the aid 
of the Saints in Paradise. And what is more, as she gave up the ghost and bowed her 
head, she pronounced the name of Jesus. This was a sure sign that she fervently 
believed in God, as we read in the case of Saint Ignatius and many other martyrs. 

"Immediately after the execution, the executioner came up to me and my 
companion, Friar Martin Ladvenu. He was struck and moved by a marvelous 
repentance and terrible contrition; and he was desperate with fear that he 
would never be able to obtain God's pardon and indulgence for what he had done 
to that saintly woman. He said and affirmed that, notwithstanding the oil, sulphur 
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and charcoal that he had applied to Joan's entrails and heart, he had not found it 
possible to burn them or reduce them to ashes. He was astonished at this as at a 
patent miracle". (Pernoud, Retrial, p. 212) Others in the crowd saw the name of 
Jesus formed in letters by the flames. An English soldier saw a white dove come out 
of the fire and fly towards France! He was holding a faggot in his hand to throw on 
the fire "to burn the hellish witch" but found himself held back by a power he could 
not describe and was reduced to tears, (cf. Sackville-West, p.379; Bull of 
Canonisation.) 

SECTION THREE 

Aftermath, Retrial 

Joan of Arc was dead for eighteen years before any official move was made to 
exonerate her and clear her name. 

The three clergy most implicated in her sentence, viz Cauchon, Midi and 
D'Estivet did not live long. Bishop Cauchon collapsed unexpectedly in his barber's 
chair; Midi contracted leprosy; D'Estivet, the roughest of the three, was found 
dead in a gutter. 

The Maid's prophecies about her country continued to come true. And now, 
after eighteen years, the city of Rouen was itself wrested from English hands and 
Joan's King Charles could make a solemn entry. Almost immediately the King called on 
a cleric named William Bouille, who had been rector of the University in Paris, "to 
investigate the truth of the Trial of 1431, and to learn the manner in which the 
proceedings had been conducted." It was now possible to secure the detailed minutes 
kept at Rouen, and to subpoena the men still living who had been involved in the 
shocking trial. In the mind of Charles the King there was never a doubt that Joan had 
been killed by his and her enemies out of hatred, and in a most cruel and unjust 
manner. 

So were initiated the preliminaries to the Retrial of the Maid of Orleans in 
February 1450. Several steps had to be taken before the case would be concluded 
in 1456. 

The most important step was to obtain the Pope's agreement to institute an 
appeal against the Acts of the Church's Inquisition at Rouen. No appeal was ever 
allowed against a judgment of the Inquisition except by decree of the Pope. So after 
two preliminary hearings of witnesses, the churchmen nominated by King Charles 
documented a clear case for appeal. Pope Nicholas V was quite sympathetic to the 
case but delayed an answer. It was Pope Callistus who allowed the appeal in 1455. 
This appeal was brought forward under the names of Isabella Romee (Joan’s 
mother), and or Joan s two surviving brothers; the family had eagerly looked forward 
to this day. In the document granting their petition Pope Callistus appointed three 
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Commissioners to conduct the Retrial, the Archbishop of Rheims, the bishops of 
Paris and Coutances. 

Retrial Opens 1455 

On November 7th, 1455, the rehabilitation Trial was opened in Notre Dame 
Cathedral, Paris, before the Commissioners. 

An extraordinarily moving scene marked the opening when Joan's mother, an 
elderly peasant woman, came into the Cathedral supported by her sons Pierre 
and Jean, and surrounded by a large group of priests and people. They had come 
with her from Orleans, the city that had befriended and provided for her. 

"She bowed down 'with great sighs and groans' and with a 'pitiable plaint' handed 
the papal letter of permission to the Commissioners as she stated her request. A 
bystander read the papal letter aloud". (Pernoud, p.32) 

Isabella Romee’s lamentations moved the crowd in the great nave of Notre 
Dame. They were people who had known Joan at Orleans, Rheims or Rouen, and they 
began to raise their voices for her. "Everyone shouted with Joan's mother", says the 
minutes of the proceedings and soon the clerics were overwhelmed by the turmoil. 
They retreated to the sacristy leading Isabelle and her counsellors with them. 

Witnesses Called 

So began a minute re-examination of all the events of the Maid's life, of a cross 
section of people associated with her — the great as well as the humble, and of the 
church people who had judged her at Rouen: 123 in all. The result is an absolutely 
remarkable bulk of minute documentation. 

There were hearings at Rouen (Dec. 15, 1455) in which the sorry group of 
surviving clerical judges were interrogated, as well as the scribes, the priests who 
helped Joan spiritually, and some of the townspeople. There were hearings at 
Orleans, at Chinon, at Domremy . . . not a stone was left unturned. 

Suffice to say here that it was shown by the most carefully refined evidence: 

1. That Joan was done to death out of political hatred, and that even 
some of her judges at Rouen were themselves under the threat of 
drowning if they did not collaborate in the Trial. 

2. That the records of the first Trial, as we have them, are not an 
exact record of what happened: several of Joan's replies were omitted 
or given an altered meaning. 

3. The charge that she refused to submit her beliefs and acts to 
the Church was considered with minute care, and it was shown:  

(a) That several times during the Trial she had affirmed her 
submission to the judgment of the Church and of our Holy 
Father the Pope. But the English, and those who favoured  
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them, did not allow her protestations to be written into the acts 
of the Trial. 

(b) In any instance where it may appear that Joan pronounced 
words implying her non-submission to the Church, it is clear in 
evidence that she did not understand the meaning of the word 
'church' – i.e. she did not understand that it meant the assembly 
of the faithful, but believed and understood the Church of 
which her interrogators spoke to consist of those ecclesiastics 
there present, who had embraced the English cause. 

4. A great preponderance of all the evidence showed that Joan 
had continuously and notably at the moment of her death, behaved in 
a saintly and catholic manner. 

 

The Finale 

In the great hall of the Archbishop's palace at Rouen, on July 7th 1456, the 

Archbishop of Rheims — Jean Jouvenel des Ursins  presided at the final session 
of the Retrial that had been brilliantly prosecuted by Pere Brehal O.P. 

"We, sitting on our judgement seats (he announced) and with our thoughts only 
on God . . . say, pronounce, decree and declare that said trial and sentence to be 
contaminated with fraud, calumny, wickedness, contradictions and manifest errors 
of fact and law, and together with the abjuration, the execution and all their 
consequences to have been and to be null, without value or effect, and to be quashed 
. . . "  (Cf. Pernoud, Retrial, pp. 215—16) 

The Maid of Orleans, the peerless and unique Joan of Arc, was vindicated. Her 
mother had lived to see the day. The city of Orleans rang out with a joy comparable 
only to its thunderous welcome of April 1429. The citizens had never doubted their 
heroine. 

Unusual and utterly remarkable is her story. Worthy of remark is it also that our 
Church did not come to canonise her until five hundred years had nearly passed; her 
name was added to the catalogue of the saints only in 1920. 

Canonization 

The papal Bull of her Canonization, issued on May 16th, 1920, speaks of the 
"wonders of God" that directed Joan in her mission to save her country, and of the 
nobility of her character. The Bull gives a wonderfully clear, concise, but most exact 
statement of her valorous deeds. Her final sufferings in the public goal at Rouen are 
compared with Our Lord's: "her holy death brought admiration even from her 
enemies". Speaking then of her retrial and the vindication of her innocence, the Bull 
praises "her outstanding virtues and heavenly gifts that won for her the highest 
reputation for holiness". Famous religious contemporaries like Jean Gerson, Saint 
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Antonine O.P., and Pope Pius II, were fully persuaded that her life and work were 
inspired of God. Theirs was a conviction, as the document says, that was shared by a 
majority of the French people and that was to become clearer with the passage of 
time. 

May 8th, 1429 was a day never forgotten in Orleans. Annually the city's heroine 
was lauded by the Church and civic dignitaries. 

One only needs to add that, after the ceremony at Rome on May 16th, 1920, the 
whole Church in France and the civil community adopted the Maid of Orleans and of 
Lorraine as their Patron Saint. (For her beatification in 1909, three miracles were 
accepted; for her canonization two more.) 

 

**************** 
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