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THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 

 

As revealed to St Catherine Labouré 

The Medal of the Immaculate Conception, which by public acclaim is now known 
as the Miraculous Medal, was manifested to Zoe Labouré, a novice of the Community 
of the Daughters of Charity, in the chapel of the Motherhouse of the Sisters of 
Charity, Rue du Bac, in Paris. Zoe took the name Catherine in religion and was 
canonized in July 1947, and so is now known as St Catherine Labouré.  

 St Catherine, received extraordinary favours from God during her novitiate 
which included visions of the heart of St Vincent de Paul on three consecutive days, 
and apparitions of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Finally, on July 1830, she was 
blessed with the appearance of the Blessed Virgin.  

 

FIRST APPARITION AND PROPHECY 

 During the night of 18 July 1830, Catherine was awakened at about 1130 by a 
'shining child', no doubt her guardian angel, who took her to the chapel where a Lady 
of radiant beauty appeared and sat in the chair used by the community's spiritual 
director. Our Lady spoke to her for about two hours, instructing her that God would 
entrust an important mission to her, and encouraged her to withstand the trials 
which would accompany it. Then she said: "The times are evil. The whole world will 
be afflicted with miseries of every kind, but come to the foot of this altar, here graces 
will be bestowed on all who ask with confidence and fervour. They will be given to 
both the rich and the poor. At a certain time the danger will be great indeed and it 
will seem as if all were lost, but do not fear, I shall be with you. You will acknowledge 
my visit and the protection of God and St Vincent upon the two communities; have 
confidence and do not be discouraged, you are in my special keeping.  

 "There will be victims in other communities and there will be many victims 
among the clergy in Paris. The Archbishop will die. My child, the Cross will be 
despised, blood will flow in the streets. The whole world will be in tribulation." And 
this was to happen in "about forty years time".  

 She was referring, among other things to the mayhem and murder that 
occurred with the rise of the Commune in Paris and Catherine lived to see this 
prophecy fulfilled. In May 1871, Monseigneur Georges Darboy, the Arch-bishop of 
Paris, was shot down along with two Jesuits, two secular priests and a magistrate. On 
the next day thirteen Dominicans were killed. A day later fifty people, including seven 
religious and three secular priests were brutally battered to death, but both the 
Vincentian Community and the Daughters of Charity went unscathed as the Blessed 
Virgin had predicted. The literal fulfillment of this prophecy, with so much precise 
detail, is absolute confirmation of the authenticity of the revelations given to Sister 
Catherine.  
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THE APPARITIONS OF THE MEDAL 

 Here, as related by Catherine herself, is a description of the apparition of Our 
Lady which makes plain that the Medal originated with the Mother of God herself. 
"At half-past five in the evening of November 27, 1830, a Saturday and the eve of the 
first Sunday in Advent, whilst making my meditation in profound silence, I seemed to 
hear on the right side of the Sanctuary something like the rustling of a silk dress. 
Glancing in that direction, I saw the Blessed Virgin standing near St Joseph's picture; 
her height was medium and her countenance so beautiful, it would be impossible for 
me to describe it.  

 "She was standing clothed in a robe the colour of auroral light, the style that is 
usually called 'a la vierge', that is, high neck and plain sleeves. Her head was covered 
by a white veil, which descended on each side down to her feet. Her hair was smooth 
on the forehead, and above was a coif ornamented with a little lace and fitting close 
to the head. Her face was only partially covered, and her feet rested on a globe, or 
rather a hemisphere. Her hands were raised about as high as her waist and she held, 
in a graceful attitude, another globe. Her eyes were lifted up to heaven and her 
countenance was radiant as she offered the globe to Our Lord.  

 "Suddenly her fingers were filled with rings and the most precious stones, and the 
rays, shining forth and reflecting on all sides, enveloped her in such dazzling light that 
I could see neither her feet nor her robe. The stones were of different sizes and the 
rays emanating from them were brilliant in proportion to the size. I can neither 
express what I felt, nor what I learned, in those few moments. While I was occupied 
contemplating the vision, the Blessed Virgin cast her eyes on me, and a voice said in 
the depth of my heart: 'The globe that you see represents the entire world, and 
especially France, and each person in particular'.  

"I do not know how to express the beauty and brilliance of these rays. And the 
Blessed Virgin added: 'Behold the symbol of the graces I shed on those who ask me 
for them,' thus making me understand how generous she is to all who implore her 
intercession . . . how many graces she grants to those who ask . . . and what a joy it is 
for her to bestow them.  

 "At this moment I was not myself – I was in rapture. An oval frame now formed 
around the Blessed Virgin, upon which these words appeared in golden letters: 'O 
Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you!' Then I heard a 
voice which said: 'Have a medal struck like this, persons who wear it indulgenced, will 
receive great graces, especially if they wear it around the neck; graces will be 
bestowed in abundance on those who have confidence'.  

 "At this instant the tableau seemed to turn around and I beheld the reverse of 
the Medal – a large M surmounted by a bar and a cross; beneath the M were the 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the one crowned with thorns, the other pierced with a 
sword."  
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 This Apparition occurred at the right hand side of the High Altar and was 
repeated the following month, but the Blessed Virgin stood above the altar on this 
second occasion. There was at least one more repetition of this Apparition.  

 The front of the Medal represents Mary standing on the earth, her foot crushing 
the head of a serpent, and her hands outstretched to all who ask her assistance. The 
prayer encircling her contains one of her most precious titles: "O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you." The rays of light from her hands 
symbolize the graces which she is only too eager to bestow upon those who wear her 
Medal and pray to her.  

 Catherine related everything to her spiritual director Fr Aladel CM, but he was 
naturally reluctant to accept the visions of a young novice without some 
confirmation of their authenticity. How could he be sure she was not deluded or 
even deceived by the devil. 

 The Blessed Virgin was displeased with the delay in having the Medal struck and 
this was a great trial for Catherine. Eventually, when told of Mary's displeasure, Fr 
Aladel relented and entered whole-heartedly into the work of the Medal. He asked 
her whether she had seen any writing on the back of the Medal. When she answered 
that she had seen none at all, he told her to ask the Blessed Virgin what to put there. 
Catherine obeyed and prayed to Mary for a long time for this information. One day 
during meditation she seemed to hear a voice say. "The M and the two hearts 
express enough."  

 The Medal was finally approved by the Archbishop of Paris, Monseigneur de 
Quélen, and in June 1832, the first medals, 1500 in all, were struck according to Our 
Lady's design. It was freely circulated and was soon worn by millions. In its wake 
followed innumerable wonders. Health was restored, sickness banished, bad habits 
broken, special graces given, dangers averted and blessings bestowed – until the 
little Medal of the Immaculate Conception became known by the name it bears 
today, the Miraculous Medal. However, some suggest that the name derives from 
the origin of the Medal, not the graces bestowed on those who wore it.  

 In 1836 the Archbishop of Paris instituted a canonical inquiry into the alleged 
Apparitions. The tribunal decided in favour of the authenticity of the visions even 
though Catherine herself did not appear. She had persuaded Fr Aladel not to disclose 
that she was the sister chosen by Mary for the Appatitions.  

 The popularity of the Medal gained considerable momentum in 1842 with the 
conversion of Alphonse Ratisbonne, an Alsatian Jew who had reluctantly agreed to 
wear the Miraculous Medal.  

 Pope Gregory XVI kept a picture of the Medal in his bedroom, and after the 
amazing conversion of Alphonse Ratisbonne, he ratified the remarks of Monseigneur 
de Quélen at the conclusion of his inquiry: "The extraordinary rapidity with which this 
medal has been propagated, the prodigious number of medals struck and distributed, 
the astonishing benefits and singular graces that the trust of the faithful has obtained 
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appear to be the signs by which Heaven has confirmed the reality of the Apparitions, 
the veracity of the seer's account and the diffusion of the medal."  

 Sister Catherine's Apparitions served as a prelude to two great events. Mary's 
Immaculate Conception was solemnly defined as a dogma of Catholic faith by Pope 
Pius IX on 8 December 1854, and four years later there occurred the Apparitions of 
Lourdes, where Mary identified herself to St Bernadette with the words: 'I am the 
Immaculate Conception'. Of course, the definition rested on theological grounds and 
the sensus fidelium, but Sister Catherine's Apparitions most certainly acted as a 
catalyst.  

 The particular dangers of which Our Lady spoke are past, but now, at the 
beginning of a new millenium, new and more insidious perils endanger the Church. 
There is the so-called crisis of faith in which every doctrine is questioned, and not the 
least, that of Original Sin. Now, if we are not all conceived in a state of original sin, 
the title Immaculate Conception becomes meaningless. Yet we have incontrovertible 
evidence that Our Lady twice claimed that title. She would hardly claim a title that 
had no real significance. Just as the New Eve crushed the head of the Serpent as 
depicted on the Medal, she has, in the chapel on Rue de Bac and at the grotto of 
Masebielle, destroyed all the arguments of those who would deny our tainted nature 
and need for a Saviour and Sacramental Baptism.  

 

THE CONVERSION OF ALPHONSE RATISBONNE 

 Perhaps the most notable miracle associated with the Miraculous Medal was 
the conversion of Alphonse Ratisbonne on 20 January 1842. Ratisbonne was a Jew 
who had a virulent hatred of Catholicism, which had been considerably acerbated by 
the conversion of his brother Theodore who even became a priest. When on 
business in Rome he made a courtesy call on an old school friend Gustard de 
Bussiere, and was persuaded by Gustard's brother Theodore, Baron de Bussiere, to 
wear the Miraculous Medal. At first, he was angered by the request but, noting 
Theodore's earnestness, he agreed to do so to please him and to show that Jews are 
not as stubborn as reputed. Theodore also gave him a copy of the St Bernard's 
"Memorare", which he promised to say daily. However, he was as obdurate as ever 
and refused to remain in Rome and continue these conversations. 

 At this time a good friend of de Bussiere died, and as the Baron was on his way 
to the church to make the funeral arrangements, he providentially met Ratisbonne 
who was out for a walk. Together they went into the church, and after a short period 
of prayer, Theodore de Bussiere went to the presbytery to make the funeral 
arrangements, leaving Ratisbonne alone in the church. 

 When Theodore returned a few minutes later, he was amazed to find 
Ratisbonne on his knees in the Chapel of St Michael. He was quite beside himself and 
his face was bathed in tears – he had seen the reality of what was depicted on the 
medal he wore hanging around his neck.  
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With tears and sighs of deep emotion he took it and covered it with kisses. He, 
who had entered the church an obstinate Jew, left it a devout Christian. 

 He was baptized on January 31 1842, eleven days after the apparition in the 
Chapel of St Michael, and went on to become a priest and founded the Order of Our 
Lady of Sion which was devoted to the conversion of Jews. 

 A Canonical Examination was made of the Apparition and on June 3 1842, the 
Cardinal Vicar of Rome declared: "The instantaneous and perfect Conversion of 
Alphonse Mary Ratisbonn, from Judaism to Catholicism, was a true and 
incontrovertible Miracle wrought by the Blessed and Most Powerful God through the 
Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. For the greater glory of God, and the increase 
in Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, his Eminence deigned to permit the account 
of this signal Miracle to be printed and published." 

 

NOVENA PRAYERS 

All-powerful Father, You allowed no stain of Adam's sin to touch the Virgin Mary. 
Full of Grace, she became the worthy Mother of Your Son, Your sign of favour to the 
Church at its beginning, and the promise of its perfection as the Bride of Christ . . . 
You chose her from all women to be our advocate with You and our pattern for 
holiness. Through her intercession we confidently pray for the graces and favours we 
ask, if they be beneficial to us and for those for whom we pray (Here privately form 
your own intentions). O Blessed Virgin, look upon all your children with a motherly 
love. Consider the anxieties of the Bishops, who fear the assaults of evil on their 
flocks. Consider the anguish of so many fathers and mothers of families, who are 
worried about their lot and that of their children, and who are assailed by agonising 
responsibilities. Calm the hearts of world leaders, and inspire them with thoughts of 
peace. Through your intercession may the demands of God's justice, which have 
been caused by sin, be turned into mercy. May He bring men back to the peace they 
long for, and lead us all to true and lasting prosperity. 

 

AN ACT OF CONSECRATION TO OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 

O Virgin Mother of God, as Mother of Jesus and Mother of the Church, we 
dedicate and consecrate ourselves to you under the title of Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal. May this medal be for each one of us a sure sign of your affection 
for us and a constant reminder of our duties towards you. While wearing it, may we 
ever be blessed by your loving protection and preserved in the grace of your Son. O 
most powerful Virgin, Mother of our Saviour, keep us close to you every moment of 
our lives. Obtain for us, your children, the grace of a happy death; so that, in union 
with you we may enjoy the bliss of heaven forever. Amen. 

Invocation: O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. 
(Three Times) 
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NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 

O Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of Our Lord Jesus and our Mother, filled with 
confidence in your all-powerful and never-failing intercession so often shown 
through the Miraculous Medal, we, your loving and trustful children, ask you to 
obtain for us the graces and favours of this novena – if they are of benefit to our 
immortal souls.  

 (Here mention your request) 

O Mary, you know how often our souls have been sanctuaries to your Son who 
rejects iniquity. Obtain for us, therefore, a deep hatred of sin and that purity of heart 
that will unite us to God alone, so that our every thought, word, and deed may serve 
to give Him greater glory. Obtain for us also a spirit of self-denial and prayer that by 
penance we may recover what we have lost by sin, and finally come to that blessed 
dwelling place, where you are the Queen of Angels and the Queen of mankind. 
Amen. 

Invocation: O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to you. 
(Three times) 

THE MEMORARE 

Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary, that never was it known in any age that 
anyone who fled to your protection, implored your help or sought your intercession 
was left forsaken. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my 
Mother. To you do I come, before you I stand, a sorrowful sinner. Do not, O Mother 
of the Word Incarnate, despise my petitions, but in your mercy hear and answer 
them. Amen. 
 

TOTA PULCHRA ES 

  Mary, you are all fair,  
 Original sin was never in you.  
 You are the glory of Jerusalem,  
 The Joy of Israel,  
 The pride of your people,  
 And the advocate of sinners.  
 Mary, Virgin most wise,  
 Mother most gentle,  
 Pray for us, and plead for us, To Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ who have vouchsafed to glorify by countless miracles the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, immaculate from the first moment of her conception, grant that 
all who devoutly implore her protection on earth may eternally enjoy your presence 
in heaven, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


