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THREE MARIAN SHRINES 

FR. PETER J. KENNY D.D. 

Marian shrines at: 

Czestochowa in Poland, the homeland of Pope John Paul II  

Guadalupe in Mexico, visited by Pope John Paul II on his first overseas pilgrimage. 

Knock in Ireland, celebrated its centenary in August 1979.  

PREFACE 

Devotion to Our Lady has been held in high regard from the earliest of Christian 
days. The writings of the early Fathers of the Church and the preaching and lives of 
the Saints of different ages continually acknowledge Mary as the great example to 
the faithful of the way that one should accept the will of God. Mary is worthy of 
imitation because she was the first and most perfect of Christ's disciples. Being free 
from sin, she leads her children closer to her Son. And the faithful in responding have 
frequently centred their devotion to Mary around a shrine which in turn is often 
the result of an apparition or an image that has long been held in esteem. Well over 
two hundred major Marian shrines are to be found throughout the world today. 

The value of the devotion at these shrines can be learned from the words of Pope 
Paul VI as found in the Apostolic Exhortation "Marialis Cultus" of 2nd February, 
1974. 

"The Church's devotion to the Blessed Virgin is an intrinsic element of Christian 
worship. The honour which the Church has always and everywhere shown to the 
Mother of the Lord, from the blessing with which Elizabeth greeted Mary right up 
to the expressions of praise and petition used today, is a very strong witness to the 
Church's norm of prayer and an invitation to become more deeply conscious of her 
norm of faith. And the converse is likewise true. The Church's norm of faith requires 
that her norm of prayer should everywhere blossom forth with regard to the Mother 
of Christ. Such devotion to the Blessed Virgin is firmly rooted in the revealed Word 
and has solid dogmatic foundations. It is based on the singular dignity of Mary, 
"Mother of the Son of God, and therefore beloved daughter of the Father and Temple 
of the Holy Spirit—Mary, who because of this extraordinary grace, is far greater than 
any other creature on earth or in heaven". This devotion takes into account the part 
she played at decisive moments in the history of the salvation which her Son 
accomplished, and her holiness, already full at her Immaculate Conception yet 
increasing all the time as she obeyed the will of the Father and accepted the path of 
suffering, growing constantly in faith, hope and charity. Devotion to Mary recalls her 
mission and the special position she holds within the people of God, of which she is 
the pre-eminent member, a shining example and the loving Mother; it recalls her 



CANISIUS PRESS - THREE MARIAN SHRINES 

 

WWW.STMARYSWESTMELBOURNE.ORG   Page 2 of 18 

unceasing and efficacious intercession which, although she is assumed into heaven, 
draws her close to those who ask her help, including those who do not realise that 
they are her children. It recalls Mary's glory which ennobles the whole of mankind, 
as the outstanding phrase of Dante recalls: "You have so ennobled human nature that 
its very Creator did not disdain to share in it". Mary in fact is one of our race, a true 
daughter of Eve—though free of that mother's sin—and truly our sister, who as a 
poor and humble women fully shared our lot." 

"We would add further that devotion to the Blessed Virgin finds its ultimate 
justification in the unfathomable and free will of God who, being eternal and divine 
charity, accomplishes all things according to a loving design. He loved her and did 
great things for her. He loved her for his own sake, and he loved her for our sake too; 
he gave her to himself and he gave her also to us." 

"Christ is the only way to the Father, and the ultimate example to whom the disciple 
must conform his own conduct, to the extent of sharing Christ's sentiments, living his 
life and possessing his spirit. The Church has always taught this and nothing in 
pastoral activity should obscure this doctrine. But the Church, taught by the Holy 
Spirit and benefiting from centuries of experience, recognizes that devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin, subordinated to the worship of the divine Saviour and in connection 
with it, also has a great pastoral effectiveness and constitutes a force for renewing 
Christian living." 

"The Blessed Virgin's role as Mother leads the People of God to turn with filial 
confidence to her who is ever ready to listen with a mother's affection and 
efficacious assistance" 

"The Blessed Virgin's exemplary holiness encourages the faithful to "raise their eyes 
to Mary who shines forth before the whole community of the elect as a model of 
the virtues". 

"Devotion to the Mother of the Lord becomes for the faithful an opportunity for 
growing in divine grace, and this is the ultimate aim of all pastoral activity. For it is 
impossible to honour her who is "full of grace" without thereby honouring in oneself 
the state of grace, which is friendship with God, Communion with him and the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit."(From Marialis Cultis", pars 56 & 57) 

This short work offers some reflections on just three of the world's Marian shrines; 

1. Czestochowa in Poland where for a number of centuries an Image of Mary has 
been treasured and honoured and is seen as a sign of Mary's protection over her 
people as she leads them to her son. 

2. Guadalupe in Mexico where a representation of Mary is preserved following an 
apparition to one of the first Christian peasants. This shrine is the centre of Marian 
devotion in a part of the world where the largest concentration of the world's  
Catholic population is to be found. 
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3. Knock in Ireland where a unique apparition of Mary in the company of other 
saints and symbols of the Eucharist was reported by a number of people just on a 
hundred years ago. The rapid growth of a strong devotion at Knock has brought 
people closer to a love for the Mass and the other Sacraments.  

 

OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA, QUEEN OF POLAND 

The history of Christianity in Poland begins in the year 966 when Mieszko the first 
accepted Baptism and the Polish people followed the example of their ruler. In the 
course of the thousand years that have followed, devotion to Mary the Mother of 
God has had a central part in the life of the people. 

For almost six hundred of those years this Marian devotion has been centred 
around the shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa where the famous picture of Our Lady 
has its home. The shrine looks down on the present day industrial city of Czestochowa, 
a city of some one hundred and sixty thousand persons, on the Warta River in South 
Central Poland, from a hill called Jasna Gora, the Mountain of Light, named after the 
white rock that forms it. 

It is here that Mary is honoured today. She is honoured by more than a million 
pilgrims who visit the shrine annually and she is honoured by Polish people 
throughout the world. They honour her as the Queen of Poland and their continual 
presence at the shrine in such large numbers has made Jasna Gora the most popular 
Marian shrine for pilgrimages in central Europe. 

The Picture 

The famous picture of Our Lady came to Jasna Gora in 1382 after Prince Wladyslaw 
Opoloski had acquired it in Ruthania where he had seen it at the castle of Belz. What 
its origin before thai was is shrouded in mystery and speculation but when the 
Prince took a liking to the picture and wished to take it with him, it was already 
treated with great reverence and honoured as a priceless relic. 

According to legend the picture was painted by St. Luke and brought from 
Jerusalem to Constantinople before going to Ruthania. Research, however, suggests 
that the picture is more probably of ninth century Greek or Italian origin with 
thirteenth century overpaintings and is painted with some sort of wax colours and 
pigments on a wooden base. It is in the Byzantine tradition after the style of pictures 
attributed to St. Luke and is richly ornamented in gold and jewels of great value. The 
picture which is generally covered with these ornaments is darkened by smoke on the 
exposed parts of the face and hands and often receives the title of the Black 
Madonna. 

The Prince left the picture at Jasna Gora in 1384 under the protection of the 
Paulite Fathers whom he had brought there two years previously. 



CANISIUS PRESS - THREE MARIAN SHRINES 

 

WWW.STMARYSWESTMELBOURNE.ORG   Page 4 of 18 

It was placed in the small wooden church already on the mountain, but so great was 
the flow of pilgrims to visit it that within thirty years the church became too small and 
the monastic Paulite Fathers who normally made little contact with the world were 
forced to adapt their own life style. 

Not long after the picture was bought to Jasna Gora it was sacrilegiously attacked 
and damaged during Holy Week of 1430 when thieves seized it from above the high 
altar and slashed it with swords. This act by foreign invaders saddened and shocked 
the people and was seen as an act of religious hatred as well as an attempt to stir 
up political trouble. The picture was taken to Krakow where it was very carefully 
restored and repaired but the marks left by the sword slashes could not be 
completely removed and they can still be seen on the right cheek of the Madonna. 
The picture was returned to its shrine and at once veneration increased rapidly. It 
declined around the time of the reformation in the sixteenth century but when the 
counter Reformation later in that century placed an emphasis on the cult of Mary, 
Jasna Gora returned it to its original splendour. 

 

 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 

 

The Shrine 

Shortly after the picture's restoration following the sacrilegious attack, 
construction of a vast new church began and this in turn was rebuilt as a basilica 
following heavy damage by fire in 1690. The chapel containing the picture was 
enlarged in 1644 and remains that way today. At the beginning of the eighteenth 
century a tower of one hundred and five metres was built onto the church and this 
now dominates the city from Jasna Gora. A monastery completes the site. 
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The picture was crowned in the name of Pope Clement XI in 1717 and after the 
theft of the crowns in 1909 it received new crowns sent by Pope Pius X the 
following year. 

Miraculous Interventions in History 

The picture is regarded as being miraculous because of the many miracles 
attributed to prayers offered before it. Some of these have been associated with the 
victories in wars that have swept through Poland. 

In 1655 when Swedish invaders moved through Poland taking all in their path they 
met their first defeat at Jasna Gora when they were unable to take possession of the 
mountain and its buildings and were forced to retreat. 

In 1683 the defeat of the Turkish armies at Vienna saved Christianity in Europe. 
Their defeat was due to the intervention of the Polish army whose King went into 
battle in the name of Our Lady of 

Czestochowa at whose shrine he prayed before setting out on his mission. 

In 1920 Bolshevik invaders moved on Warsaw with the aim of taking the whole 
country. While the enemy was in sight of its target, the people of Poland prayed 
fervently to their Queen and Mother and on August 15th, the Feast of the 
Assumption, the enemy retreated. 

Queen of Poland 

Following the victory of 1655, Jan Casiniir made a vow in the Cathedral of Lvov 
putting his country under the protection of Our Lady and declaring her to be Queen 
of Poland. 

"I, Jan Casimir, King of Poland, take thee as Queen and Patroness of my kingdom; I 
put my people and my army under thy protection". This vow made by the king was 
accepted and ratified by both houses of Parliament. 

And so it is today that in all Polish churches and in homes of Polish people scattered 
throughout the world, a picture of Our Lady of Czestochowa is to be found and Our 
Lady is honoured as truly the Queen of the country and of its people. She is Queen by 
vow, by act of parliament and by honour. 

For this reason each parish in Poland gathers in strength once a year for a series of 
devotions in honour of Our Lady and the various Dioceses make annual pilgrimages to 
the shrine so that the people as a group can honour their Queen and protector. 

Effects of the Devotion 

One of the greatest effects of the devotion is the keeping together and unity of the 
nation. Whenever the country has been divided and partitioned, whenever it has 
changed from administration by one government to that of another, the shrine of Our 
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Lady at Jusnu Gora has remained as a united and uniting place of devotion and a 
centre where people can come, crossing the frontiers made by man. As often as 
governments and armies have tried to divide the people, Jasna Gora has brought 
them together. 

Another effect of the shrine has been the gathering together and custody of much 
of the nation's art treasures. The kings and princes who honoured the shrine in its 
early years came bearing gifts; pilgrims too in their, own way have done likewise; 
artists' skills are reflected in the decoration of the shrine and its surroundings. The 
result is that Jasna Gora is not only a place of pilgrimage but it is the custodian and 
protector of much of the country's national heritage of art. It is indeed fortunate 
that two recent world wars, a Nazi occupation and more recently a communist 
government have left the shrine and its treasures unscathed, thereby preserving this 
reminder of the skills and talents of the Polish people. 

The Shrine today 

The shrine of Our Lady on Mount Jasna Gora demonstrates how devotion to Our 
Lady is part of the life of the Polish people. The shrine houses the miraculous picture 
before which the people pray. In their devotion to the Mother of God they 
acknowledge their dependence on God and his place in their lives. In their prayers 
they acknowledge Mary as their Mother and protector and the one who can most 
readily bring them to her Son. The miraculous nature of the picture is to be found in 
God's response to these prayers. 

The invaders of Poland have long been aware that the strength of the Polish people 
lies in their faith expressed in their devotion to their Queen. As long as the hill of Jasna 
Gora at Czestochowa remains a shrine of pilgrimage with the same large numbers of 
people coming to pray, that strength will remain. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Czestochowa 

Holy Mother of Czestochowa, you are full of grace, goodness and mercy. I 
consecrate to you all my thoughts, words and actions — my soul and body. I 
beseech your blessings and especially prayers for my salvation. 

Today I consecrate myself to you, good Mother, totally — with body and 
soul amid joy and sufferings, to obtain for myself and others your blessings 
on this earth and eternal life in heaven. Amen. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa, Queen of Poland, Pray for us. 
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OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, QUEEN OF LATIN AMERICA. 

The Arrival of Christianity in Latin America 

The task of evangelizing the Latin American countries began at the end of the 
Fifteenth century. The Gospel message spread quickly for in just twenty years there 
were sufficient Catholics in Mexico to warrant the appointment of Juan de Zumarraga 
as First Archbishop. Within one hundred years there were more than seventy 
Episcopal sees and some four million Christians on the American continent. Today, 
five centuries later, almost half of the entire Catholic Church's population is to be 
found in Latin America. 

 Part of this remarkable success of acceptence of the Gospel by so many people is 
due to the mediation of Mary the Mother of God. Pope John Paul II acknowledged 
this in his address in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 27th January 1979 
while opening the third general conference of the Latin American Episcopate. He 
greeted Mary with the words: "Hail, Mary! Hail, Mother of God! Hail, Mother of 
Mexico! Mother of Latin America!" Within this greeting to Mary he said: 

 "When the first missionaries who reached America from lands of eminent Marian 
tradition taught the rudiments of Christian faith, they also taught love for you, the 
Mother of Jesus and of all people. And ever since the time that the Indian Juan Diego 
spoke of the sweet Lady of Tepeyac, you, Mother of Guadalupe, have entered 
decisively into the Christian life of the people of Mexico." 

And so Mary has been at the centre of the Church of Latin America from its very 
beginning. The First missionaries arrived to find millions of Indians waiting to hear the 
Gospel message and it is not surprising that a heavenly messenger would come to 
help in the task of convincing them. The messenger was Mary herself. 

One of the First of the Aztec peasants to be impressed with Christianity and who 
embraced this new found faith was Juan Diego. Some half a dozen years after his 
baptism, at the age of fifty one he became the instrument chosen by God to 
establish a strong local devotion to Mary. So strong was this devotion that within 
seven years of the apparition of Our Lady, eight million natives had embraced the 
Catholic religion. Such a remarkable growth was brought about by God working 
through Mary and the man who listened to her message, Juan Diego. 

The Apparition 

The rather quick sequence of events began on Saturday December 9th, 1531 when 
Juan Diego was on his way to assist at an early morning Mass in the Franciscan 
Church of St. James, Mexico City. Outside the city he had to pass a barren hill which 
had previously been the place of worship of Teonantrin, an Aztec goddess known as 
the "Mother of Gods", a title that is significant in the light of events that followed. 

 Juan was stopped by the sight of a bright light and the sound of a voice calling 
him. As if to reassure Juan that she was not the voice of the Aztec goddess, the lady 
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whom he saw calmly told him that she was the Mother of the true God and that 
she wanted him to go to the bishop and tell him to build a church on this spot 
so that her compassion for the native people could be shown. She added "None 
who seek me here in true need or affliction shall go away unconsoled". 

 At first Bishop de Zumarraga was disinclined to believe the message but he was 
impressed with Juan's sincerity and sent him back for a sign. The following day 
when Juan saw the lady again in the same place, she promised to give him a sign 
if he returned the following day. 

 Juan, however was prevented from returning because on reaching home he found 
that his uncle was seriously ill and he needed to attend to him. By Tuesday 
December 12th the uncle's condition had deteriorated and Juan set out once 
more, this time to fetch a priest. He tried to avoid the hill because of his failure 
to keep the appointment of the previous day, and followed a lower path but the 
lady was there to meet him. 

 She took him back to the original spot and instructed him to collect flowers from 
the hilltop — an unusual request thought Juan, because generally none were in 
bloom in December. Nevertheless he obeyed and found an abundance of flowers 
which he collected and wrapped in his cloak and, as instructed by the lady, took 
them to the bishop. 

 On opening his cloak in the presence of the Bishop the flowers fell out and at once 
it was seen that impressed on the rough material of the cloak was a gloriously 
brilliant figure of Our Lady exactly as Juan had seen her and as he had already 
described to the bishop. 

The picture 

 In this way the well known picture of Our Lady of Guadalupe had its origin. The 
picture is on the fabric of the material. Examination of the picture shows that it 
maintains today its brightness and the medium used, whether colours, oils or 
dyes, cannot be determined. 

An examination of the picture reveals its message for it combines two important 
Marian Dogmas later to be defined by the church, namely the Immaculate 
Conception and the Assumption. 

 The appearance of the figure is similar to traditional representations of the 
Immaculate Conception. Our Lady is seen as a young maiden; her hands are joined; 
she wears a blue cloak. The title by which she is known — Guadalupe — further 
explains the Immaculate Conception. The bishop understood Juan to say that the 
lady wanted to be known under this title. Guadalupe is a transliteration of an 
expression from the peasant's own language and refers to the Immaculate state of 
the lady. Around the figure the golden rays indicating the present glorious state of 
Mary are a symbol of the Assumption. 
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 Needless to say the bishop made careful enquiry about the authenticity of the 
apparition. One of the earliest accounts is given in a document of Juan Gonzales who 
at the time was eighteen and who acted as interpreter between Juan and the Bishop. 
He later became a priest, was made a canon of the Cathedral and afterwards spent 
many years in evangelizing the local Indian people. A formal enquiry was held in 1666, 
one hundred and thirty five years after the apparition. The report of this enquiry has 
value in that it shows the strength and permanence of the devotion amongst peasant 
people in those early years. More detailed reports from the bishop himself are not 
available since these were not required by the Church prior to the Council of Trent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Image on the Tilma of Saint Juan Diego 

The Shrine 

 The picture was at once cared for by the Bishop and Juan returned to his sick uncle to 
find he had completely recovered. On the very spot where Our Lady stood during the 
third apparition a considerable fountain of water had begun to flow and has 
flowered ever since. It has been used as a source of cures for the sick. 

 Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe began immediately and grew during the life of 
bishop Zumarraga who quickly arranged for the construction of a chapel on the site. 
Within five years this small building was inadequate and the second Archbishop of 
Mexico, Alfonso de Montiifar set about building a larger structure. The Archbishop 
was a great promoter of devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe and by 1536 large 
crowds were coming to the church to pray in front of the picture placed there in its 
decorated frame. Less than a hundred years later, in 1622, an even larger church was 
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opened. The following century, in order to give even greater honour to Our Lady, 
another still larger church was built on a separate site and in 1709 the picture was 
solemnly moved there where it has remained ever since. Restorations, modifications 
and decoration have followed in this same building which is the present day 
Basilica. 

Devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe has not been limited to Mexico. It should be 
remembered that the apparition preceded many of the well known European 
apparitions. Missionaries returning to their homelands carried the devotion which 
became popular in Italy and France. When the religious of the Society of Jesus were 
expelled from the Spanish dominions late in the eighteenth century they carried copies 
of the image to various parts of the world. In 1737 Our Lady of Guadalupe was 
declared the patroness of Mexico City and in 1746 she was declared the patron of all 
of New Spain. Pope Pius XII spoke of her as the Queen of Mexico and the Empress of 
the Americas and referred to the image as being painted "by brushes that were not of 
this world". Her Feast is celebrated on December 12th. 

Guadalupe, Christ and the Church 

Today the largest concentration of Catholics of the world is to be found in South 
America. These people have sprung from a solid foundation of Christianity taken 
there over four hundred years ago. For almost the whole of that time one feature of 
the people's faith has been their strong devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe, the lady 
who appeared in their own land and who left behind the miraculous picture. In 
their pilgrimages to her shrine they have shown their dependence on their heavenly 
Mother, What this has achieved is explained by the words of Pope John Paul II in the 
address referred to earlier: 

 "Thus is accomplished what the last council said about your presence in the 
mystery of Christ and the Church. In a wonderful . . way you (Mary) are always 
found in the mystery of Christ, your only Son", because you are present 
wherever men and women, his brothers and sisters, are present, wherever 
the Church is present". 

 The building and rebuilding of larger shrines to Our Lady of Guadalupe and the 
throngs of pilgrims at prayer are the practical ways that Christ is found through 
Mary. Over the more than four hundred and fifty years of Christianity in Latin 
America the strength of the faith of the people has always fluctuated but it has 
always received the protection of Mary who has watched over her Son's children. 
Thus Pope John Paul II could say: 

 "This people, and indirectly the whole of this vast continent, lives its spiritual 
unity thanks to the fact that you (Mary) are its mother, a Mother who through 
her love, creates, preserves and increases closeness between her children. Hail, 
Mother of Mexico! Mother of Latin America." 

  



CANISIUS PRESS - THREE MARIAN SHRINES 

 

WWW.STMARYSWESTMELBOURNE.ORG   Page 11 of 18 

Prayer to the Virgin of Guadalupe 

O Immaculate Virgin 
Mother of the true God! 
and mother of the Church! 
You, who from this place reveal your clemency and pity to all those  
who ask for your protection: 
hear the prayer that we address to you with filial trust, 
and present it to your Son Jesus our sole Redeemer. 

Mother of mercy, teacher of hidden and silent sacrifice,  
to you, who come to meet us sinners, 
we dedicate on this day all our being and all our love. 
We also dedicate to you our life, our work, 
our joys, our infirmities and our sorrows. 

Grant peace, justice and prosperity to our peoples for  
we entrust to your care all that we have and all that we are, 
Our Lady and Mother.  

We wish to be entirely yours and to walk with you along the way of 
complete faithfulness to Jesus Christ in his Church; 
hold us always with your loving hand. 

Virgin of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, we pray to you for all the 
Bishops, that they may lead the faithful along the paths of intense 
Christian life, of love and humble service of God and souls. 

Contemplate this immense harvest, and intercede with the lord thai he 
may instil a hunger for holiness in the whole of the people of God, and 
grant abundant vocations of priests and religious, strong in the faith 
and zealous dispensers of God's mysteries. 

Grant to our homes 
the grace of loving and respecting life in its beginnings,  
with the same love with which you conceived in your womb the life of the 
Son of God. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Fair Love, protect our families so  that 
they may always be united, and bless the upbringing of our  children. 

Our hope, look upon us with compassion, 
teach us to go continually to Jesus and if we fall,  
help us to rise again, to return to him, by means of the confession of our 
faults and sins 
in the sacrament of penance, 
which gives peace to the soul. We beg you to grant us a great love for all the 
holy sacraments, which are, as it were, the signs that your Son left us on 
earth. 

Thus, Most Holy Mother, with the peace of God in .our conscience, 
with our hearts free from evil and hatred, 
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we will be able to bring to all true joy and true peace, 
which come to us from your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who with God the Father and The Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns for ever and ever Amen. 

— Pope John Paul II Mexico, January, 1979 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF KNOCK, QUEEN OF IRELAND  

The Village of Knock 

The small village of Knock in Ireland was made famous by the events of the night of 
August 21st 1879. Between fifteen and twenty local people believed that they saw 
Our Lady, St. Joseph and St. John the Evangelist beside an altar upon which was a 
lamb and behind which was a large cross. The apparition was at the outside gable of 
the Parish church. 

Knock was then a small quiet village sitting in the hills of County Mayo, North West 
Ireland. Its name is a derivation of the gaelic word Cnoc meaning a hill. The village 
itself is on a windswept elevation looking down over the flat country of Mayo. 

In the middle of the nineteenth century times were hard in Ireland. 1845 to 1847 
bad been the years of the great famine with hunger and disease taking the lives of 
well over a million people. Before the country could recover from these terrible 
losses and those that came about with the necessary emigration, another famine 
occurred from 1877 to 1879. Everywhere people were hungry; they were penniless 
and often unable to pay their rent. Stories abound of people fighting for survival and 
trying to live under deplorable conditions, trying to find shelter and food wherever 
they could. 

Yet despite this darkness over the land and the lives of the people, the light of faith 
shone amongst them and one thing that gave so many people the courage to continue 
in their struggle of life was their strong and firm faith in God. 

It was to this situation that Our Lady came with St Joseph and St .John beside the 
altar setting of lamb and cross. Their appearance to a number of people — fifteen to 
twenty — was unique in that other apparitions have generally been to one, two 
perhaps three persons only and often to children. Here, however, the apparition 
was to a group of adults whose childlike faith deserved the honour that .it thereby 
received. No words were spoken during the apparition. 

What Happened 

The story of what happened is best told by recording the account of one of the eye 
witnesses. The accounts given by the fifteen witnesses are substantially the same: 
that of Mary Byrne recorded here is probably the clearest and most detailed. 
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"I live in the village of Knock, to the east side of the chapel. Mary 
McLoughlin came on the evening of the 21st August to my house at about 
half past seven o'clock. She remained some little time. 

I came back with her as she was returning homewards. It was either eight 
o'clock or a quarter to eight at the time. It was still bright.  

I had never heard from Miss McLoughlin about the vision which she 
had seen just before that. 

The first I learned of it was on coming at the time just named from my 
mother's house in company with Miss Mary McLoughlin, and at the 
distance of three hundred yards or so from the church. I beheld, all at 
once, standing out from the gable, and rather to the west of it, three 
Figures which, on more attentive inspection, appeared to be that of the 
blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and St. John. 

That of the blessed Virgin was life-size, the others apparently either not 
so big or not so high as her figure. 

They stood a little distance out from the gable wall, and, as well as I could 
judge, a foot and a half or two feet from the ground. 

The Virgin stood erect, with eyes raised to heaven, her hands elevated 
to the shoulders or a little higher, the palms inclined slightly to the 
shoulders or bosom. 

She wore a large cloak of a white colour, hanging in full .folds and 
somewhat loosely around her shoulders, and fastened to the neck. 

She wore a crown on the head, rather a large crown, and it appeared 
to me somewhat yellower than the dress or robes worn by Our Blessed 
Lady. 

 In the figure of St. Joseph the head was slightly bent, and inclined towards 
the Blessed Virgin, as if paying her respect. It represented the saint as 
somewhat aged, with grey whiskers and greyish hair. 

The third figure appeared to be that of St. John the Evangelist. I do not 
know, only I thought so, except the fact that at one time I saw a statue at 
the chapel of Lecanvey, near Westport, Co. Mayo, very much resembling 
the figure which stood now before me in group with St. Joseph and Our 
Blessed Lady, which I beheld on this occasion. 

He held the book of gospels, or the Mass Book, open in his left hand, 
while he stood slightly turned on the left side towards the altar that was 
over a little from him. 

I must remark that the statue which I had formerly seen at Lecanvey 
chapel had no mitre on its head, while the figure which I now beheld had 
one, not a high mitre, but a short set kind of one. 
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The statue at Lecanvey had a book in the left hand, and the fingers of the 
right hand raised, as if he were speaking, and impressing some point 
forcibly on the audience. 

It was this coincidence of figure and pose that made me surmise , for it is 
only an opinion, that the third figure was that of St. John, the beloved 
disciple of Our Lord, but I am not in any way sure what saint or figure the 
character represented. 

I said, as I now expressed, that it was St. John the Evangelist, and then all 
the others said the same—said what I stated. 

The altar was under the window, which is in the gable and a little to the 
west near the centre, or a little beyond it.  

Towards this altar St. John, as I shall call the figure, was looking , while he 
stood at the Gospel side of the said altar, with his right arm inclined at an 
angle outwardly, towards the Blessed Virgin. 

The altar appeared to me to be like the altars in use in the Catholic 
Church, large and full-sized. It had no linens, no candles, nor any special 
ornamentations; it was only a plain altar. 

Above the altar resting on it, was a lamb, standing with face towards 
St. John, thus fronting the western sky. 

On the body of the lamb, and around it, I saw golden stars, or small 
brilliant lights, glittering like jets or glass balls, reflecting the light of some 
luminous body. 

I remained from a quarter past eight to half past nine o'clock.  

At the time it was raining." 

The Church's Attitude to Apparitions 

Apparitions like this cine at Knock fall into the class of private revelation and must 
be distinguished from public revelation which is addressed by God to all men and 
forms the deposit of faith or dogmas of the Church. Private revelation is not a rare 
phenomenon for history records many examples. Such revelation is not a matter of 
obligation to be believed. There is no question of an infallible declaration being made. 

After reports of apparitions the Church usually conducts an investigation so that if 
false statements have been made, they can be quickly stopped. On the other hand, if 
the statements seem to be true, then any devotion that arises can be permitted and 
even encouraged. But never does the Church oblige the faithful to believe: each is free 
to reach his own conclusions. 

In the case of Knock, a commission was quickly set up by the local Bishop to 
investigate the authenticity of the claims; some 57 years later a wider investigation 
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took place with reports being sent to Rome. The reports of these investigations can 
be read at length in one or other of the many good books written about Knock. It 
suffices to say here that all possibilities were carefully and thoroughly checked. 
Reports were made by the witnesses, some of whom many years later and when near 
the point of death and with the full knowledge of soon being called before their Divine 
Judge, repeated the same story with the insistence that it was true. 

The possibilities of fabrication of a story by the witnesses, or of deception by 
outsiders or of imagination on the part of the witnesses were carefully considered and 
the conclusion of the commissions was that the story told by the witnesses has every 
indication of being true. What is important to note here is that we are dealing with a 
group of adults who came and went from the apparition scene at different times 
and observed it from different angles. Under such circumstances any deception 
or fabrication seems to be impossible. 

Pilgrimages 

The almost immediate effect of the apparition was a very rapid buildup of 
pilgrimages to the hitherto unknown village. 

By as early as March 1880, just six months after the apparition, a pilgrimage of fifty 
two people came from Limerick. Given the poverty of the time, the lack of convenient 
transport and accommodation, the faith of these people must be admired and even 
envied. A second pilgrimage, also from Limerick and consisting of about five hundred 
people went to Knock in August 1880. Others, whether in small groups or large, 
quickly followed. It is recorded that in 1882 nine hundred people came across in a 
group from Manchester. 

 The pilgrims themselves spontaneously adopted a form of devotion which is still used 
today, beginning with a visit to the Blessed Sacrament with a prayer to Christ the 
King, the making of the Stations of the Cross, the recitation of the fifteen mysteries 
of the Rosary, the litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary and finally another visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament. This form of devotion became known as the Traditional 
Stations of Knock promoted by the faith of the people. It springs from the ancient 
Irish devotion to Mary, and from the pilgrimage practices of "doing the rounds" at 
Holy places which dates from the time of St. Patrick. As the number of pilgrims grew, 
so too did the requests for the Sacrament of Penance and Confessors have always 
been available to give the pilgrims spiritual assistance. Another aspect of the 
pilgrimages right from the start has been the bringing of the sick to Knock. Since the 
apparition in 1879 was close to the church wall, the pilgrims quickly picked away the 
cement from between the stones and mixed this with water in the hope of producing 
cures. Many cures were reported and the Parish Priest kept a record of many. 
Analysis of these may be difficult because of the lack of detailed medical reports or of 
medical knowledge in those early days, but the belief of many was that through 
their prayers and the intercession of Mary, that their physical state was improved. 
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It was only ten days after the apparition that the first cure took place. On 31st 
August 1879, a twelve year old girl was cured of total deafness while attending Mass 
at Knock. Her name was Delia Gordon. Delia's mother took cement from the 
apparition gable and placed it in her affected ear. Immediately the pain disappeared 
never to return, and no trace of deafness remained. Thereafter the cures and 
miracles increased and multiplied and every conceivable type of illness is 
represented in the records of cures and favours. 

One early pilgrim from Australia was Bishop Murphy of Hobart who came to 
Knock in 1883 to express his gratitude for the restoration of his eyesight. Before 
seeking the help of Our Lady of Knock he had been unable to read: at the time of his 
pilgrimage his sight was restored. Archbishop Clune of Perth believed that he had 
received a cure from sickness through prayer at Knock. 

Of more importance than the physical cures and more difficult to observe, are the 
many spiritual cures. In how many cases can it be asserted that the sickness of sin 
has been removed from a pilgrim or the weakness of a man's faith strengthened? 
Confessors at Knock have always been in demand. 

The numbers of pilgrims rose year by year and all major feasts of Our Lady drew 
large crowds. By 1920, however, the numbers had decreased but from then onwards 
they increased again and the year of the Marian celebrations beginning in 
December 1953 saw huge crowds. In that year Pope Pius XII in a ceremony in St. 
Peter's Basilica, Rome, when he inaugurated the feast of the Queenship of Mary, 
blessed the banner of Knock along with the banners of some other world Marian 
shrines. 

To cater for present day pilgrimages, a large basilica capable of accommodating 
20,000 persons and dedicated to Our Lady, Queen of Ireland, was opened in 1976. The 
foundation stone for this had been blessed by Pope Paul VI in 1974. There is also St. 
Joseph's Invalid Hostel run by the Knock Shrine Society and giving twenty invalids at a 
time the opportunity of being at Knock during the pilgrimage season of the 
summer months. It is currently estimated that one and half million people visit 
Knock in pilgrimage each year and half a million receive Holy Communion whilst 
there. The circular basilica gives the pilgrims and especially the sick the 
opportunity to participate at Mass and the other functions arranged at the shrine. 

The Message of Knock 

In forming an opinion of the significance of Knock it is well to note the quick and 
rapid build up of pilgrimages. The faith and devotion of the pilgrims should be 
evidence itself that what has happened as a result of the night of August 21st 1879 
is that vast crowds of people have been drawn to pray and to express their love for 
God through prayer at the shrine of Mary. 

The apparition at Knock is unique, both from the point of view of what happened 
and from the point of view of the number of people who observed it. No words were 
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spoken. Yet the witnesses knew what was expected of them. The presence of Our 
Lady with St. Joseph and St. John alongside the lamb, altar and cross, has a clear 
message. 

Our Lady appears as a queen, showing the truth of her queenship of heaven and 
earth. She is seen in an attitude of prayer. St. Joseph directs our attention to her. On 
the other side of her is St. John the evangelist, a reminder of the scene at Calvary. 
He is attired as a bishop and holding an open book, symbol of the Church's teaching 
authority and an encouragement to the pilgrim to learn of Christ through the 
Gospels and through Mary. 

The altar, lamb and cross are symbols of the Eucharist, the source of our spiritual 
nourishment. The three figures direct our attention to this sacrament and the 
additional details that the apparition took place at the gable of the parish church 
and was seen by a group of local people should help us see its message as one of 
invitation to come as a parochial group to participate at Mass and Communion. 
Finally, the cross should be a comfort to the many sick pilgrims who come to Knock to 
seek physical cures and spiritual cures through the Sacraments symbolized especially 
in the figures of the apparition. 

While the Knock apparition has been accepted by the people as an apparition of Our 
Lady, it is really much more. It is a clear example of the Church's teaching that the 
purpose of Marian devotion is to bring us to Christ. The pilgrim who goes to Knock 
shows devotion to Mary and is drawn to an awareness of the effects of the paschal 
mystery of Christ from whom divine life flows. 

The feast of Our Lady of Knock, Queen of Ireland, is celebrated on August 21st.  

Prayer to Christ the King (used as part of the pilgrimage) 

O Christ Jesus I acknowledge You as universal King. All that has been made has 
been created for You. Exercise over me all Your rights. I renew my baptismal 
promises, by renouncing Satan, his pomps, and his works, and I promise to live as 
a good Christian. And especially I pledge myself to promote, according to my 
ability, the triumph of the rights of God and of Your Church. Divine Heart of 
Jesus, I offer my poor actions to obtain the acknowledgement of Your sacred 
Kingship by all hearts and thus the establishment of the reign of Your peace in 
the entire universe. Amen. 

Prayer of the Mass of Our Lady of Knock 

O God You are the Father of the poor and the support of the humble. When 
dangers surround Your people You strengthen them by the protection of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. Grant that through her prayers for us, as our Mother, we 
may follow the way of the Gospel and serve You with joy in our hearts by loving 
our brother for Your sake. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF KNOCK  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Give praise to the Father Almighty, To His Son, Jesus Christ the Lord, To the Spirit 
who lives in our hearts both now and forever. Amen. 

Our Lady of Knock, Queen of Ireland, you gave hope to your people in a time of 
distress, and comforted them in sorrow. You have inspired countless pilgrims to pray 
with confidence to your divine Son, remembering His promise "Ask and you shall 
receive, seek and you shall find". 

Help me to remember that we are all pilgrims on the road to heaven. Fill me with 
love and concern for my brothers and sisters in Christ, especially those who live with 
me. Comfort me when I am sick, lonely, or depressed. Teach me how to take part 
ever more reverently in the holy Mass. Pray for me now, and at the hour of my death. 
Amen. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

St. Joseph, chosen by God to be the Husband of Mary, the Protector of the Holy 
Family, the Guardian of the Church, Protect all families in their work and 
recreation and guard us on our journey through life. 

(Repeat: Lamb of God, etc.) 

St. John, Beloved Disciple of the Lord, Faithful priest, Teacher of the Word of God, 
Help us to hunger for the Word, to be loyal to the Mass and to love one another. 

(Repeat: Lamb of God, etc.) 

Our Lady of Knock Pray for us 
Refuge of Sinners “ 
Queen Assumed into Heaven “ 
Queen of Holy Rosary “ 
Mother of Nazareth “ 
Queen of Virgins “ 
Help of Christians’ “ 
Health of the Sick “ 
Queen of Peace “ 
Our Lady Queen and Mother “ 

With the Angels and Saints let us pray: Give praise to the Father Almighty, To His 
Son. Jesus Christ the Lord, To the Spirit who lives in our hearts Both now and 
forever. Amen. 

Instruction: The Rosary or Mass and Holy Communion is recommended each day. 


