
Parable of the two sons 
 
 Last Sunday, today and next Sunday we have the parables of the 
vineyard. Israel is described in the Old Testament as the vineyard of the Lord. 
It represents the care God has for his people. A vineyard demands a lot of 
work to produce the right wine. The first miracle Jesus performed was to 
convert water into wine. Wine is compared to the grace God gives us to make 
us happier, to become more like him. Saint John of Cross says that “The cellar 
is the highest degree of love to which the soul may attain in this life.” We 
cannot forget that which becomes the blood of Christ during the Mass is wine. 
 God allows us to help him to produce a good vintage. He sends us into 
his vineyard. It is important to consider that the vineyard is our own 
inheritance. The wine we are producing is for our eternal life: this is the wine 
that we are going to drink for all eternity, and we need to make sure it is of the 
best quality. A king once asked his son to build a castle. He gave him a lot of 
money for the project. The son, who was a greedy man, kept most of the 
money and built a cheap castle. When he finished, he gave the keys of the 
castle to his father. The king gave the keys back to his son saying: “This is 
precisely your inheritance.” We should be very interested in working in the 
vineyard of the Lord, working hard and well, because we are directly 
interested in producing our best. 
 When God asks us to work in his vineyard, sometimes we say yes, 
sometimes we say no; sometimes we go, sometimes we don’t go. We are 
sinners and many times our first reaction is negative. But afterwards we 
change our minds. We shouldn’t be too concerned about our first intention, 
many times a product of our selfishness or pride, but make sure we change 
our minds and we do what God wants us to do. What’s important is the end 
result. The parable of today was proposed to the Jews who rejected to work in 
the vineyard of the Lord and therefore God gave his vineyard to all of us. We 
should be grateful that we are allowed to make wine, a marvelous privilege, a 
wine that is going to last for ever. 
 When we obey, we conform our will to God’s will. God prefers our 
obedience rather than heroic acts which maybe product of our selfishness. 
Saint Teresa of Avila was jealous of a famous nun who was doing a lot of 
penance. Her spiritual director didn’t allow her to imitate this nun. When she 
complained to Jesus, he told her that he preferred her obedience rather than 
the penance of this nun. We can do a lot of good things out of pride, but 
obedience always brings about humility. 
 The second reading of today’s Mass, from the letter to the Philippians, 
Saint Paul proposes the example of Jesus, who humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death and death on the cross. The crucifixion was considered 
the most degrading form of execution. It was reserved for the worst criminals. 
Jesus gives us a lesson in obedience, following the will of his Father, to give 
his life for us in a most cruel way. When we find it difficult to do what God 
wants us to do, we can look at Jesus dying on the cross. 


