
The greatest among you 
 
 We all have desires of greatness, of leaving a mark behind us, of 
inscribing our names in the golden book of history. It is very human to try to 
do something that it is going to outlive us. But today Jesús is telling us the 
opposite: “The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” We 
think that fame and glory are going to make us happy, but they don’t. It is a 
quick passing moment of joy and satisfaction, but it is very flimsy, like the 
wind that constantly changes direction, or like a bubble of soap that lasts a few 
seconds. 
 Saint Thomas Aquinas argues that fame doesn’t have the capacity to 
satisfy us. He says that honour comes from happiness, from something we 
already have, an excellence we possess. That’s why happiness cannot come 
from honour. Happiness comes from within us, not from outside. Things 
outside of us are not under our control, and many depend on other people’s 
appreciation. Deep down what causes our happiness is God’s knowledge of 
our worth, mainly that we are His children. 
 We do a lot of things depending on what people are going to think 
about us. Our prestige is very important for us, so much so that many times it 
conditions our behaviour. We are very outward looking. We don’t think much 
about the other life. We forget that people around us are going to die, and we 
shouldn’t care too much about what they are thinking. What is important is 
what God thinks about me. This is completely crucial because one day we are 
going to face Him, and we will have to explain a few things. How are we going 
to justify many of the things we have done? We won’t be able to excuse 
ourselves talking about others. It is our personal responsibility. 
 What people do to get other people’s attention on the internet! The 
comments they make, the photos they post, the videos they upload, the faces 
they enhance. We all would like to be influencers, with thousands of fans 
following us. But they burnt out very easily, with the pressure of needing to 
keep posting things all the time. They don’t have a life of their own. It is like 
the vice of avarice: you are only happy when you make more money, not when 
you spend it. Influencers are only happy when they increase their following. 
Resist the temptation of posting something. Don’t take the photo of the sunset. 
The camera will never be able to capture all its beauty. Leave it for you and for 
God. The photo cannot produce what you are contemplating. Deep down we 
want to show off, to impress other people. Most of our photos will disappear 
when our computer crashes, or the cloud gets destroyed by the next world war. 
 Success is not a name of God. In God there is no measure of success 
because he is perfection, always achieving what he wants to do. Success is a 
human measurement. We don’t need to be successful people to become holy. 
It is the other way around. Success can make people lose touch with reality. 
They fly on a cloud, without a real base, and the higher they go the more 
painful is going to be the crash. If you were a multimillionaire you wouldn’t be 
here listening to me. From fame and success deliver us O Lord! 
 


