
All Saints 
 
 Once a year in November the Church on earth as a good mother helps 
us to remember our brothers and sisters who have made it into eternity. On 
the first of this month, the saints in heaven; on the second, the souls in 
purgatory. They say there are around 10.000 saints recognised by the Church. 
It is impossible to count all the saints in heaven. We don’t have time to 
canonise every person who enters into glory. There are millions of them. We 
call them anonymous saints, which means saints with no names; not for God, 
because for Him all of us have a hidden name. At least once a year we 
remember them and hopefully one day it will be our feast day. Today it is the 
biggest celebration in heaven regarding the number of celebrants who are 
celebrating their dies natalis, their birth into heaven. 
 The remembrance of the saints helps us to lift up our eyes to heaven. It 
doesn’t make any difference to them, because they are already immersed in 
God; they don’t need our prayers. But we need their example, their model of 
life, their inspiration, their intercession. Not to copy them, because every 
person is unique, but to reassure ourselves that we all have the necessary 
graces to make it to heaven, that the ball is in our court, that God is willing, 
and it is up to us to make it there. 
 What’s holiness? It doesn’t mean to be perfect. It means that when we 
die, we go straight to heaven. It is impossible to be perfect, but we could make 
it to heaven thanks to God’s grace. We all feel that if we die now we can hardly 
make it to purgatory. How can we reach heaven? Through the mercy of God. It 
is so powerful that it can make us holy. And it is there, up for grabs. The 
Church wants today to remind us that we are made for heaven, that we come 
from God and we are going back to him. It is possible for us to become holy. It 
is good for us to remember the famous question saint Ignatius asked himself, 
when he was reading lives of saints, and experienced a peaceful feeling in his 
soul, in front of those beautiful examples: “If they could do it, why not I?” The 
devil is trying to discourage us; he wants us to be convinced that it is very 
difficult to reach heaven. 
 Once saint Thomas Aquinas’ sister asked him a very difficult question, 
maybe the most important question of our lives, the same question the rich 
young man put to Jesus: What do we have to do to go to heaven? Thomas, 
who was a man of few words, and he was very precise with his explanations, 
answered with two words: “velle illud”. It is a Latin expression that means: to 
want it. It is not a matter of conviction but of desire. God will open the gates of 
heaven if we want it, if we push them open with our struggle, with our desires 
to be with Him. 
 We need to remind ourselves of the power of God. Saint Josephine 
Bakhita, at the end of her life, expressed in these simple words, hidden behind 
a smile, the journey of her life: “I travel slowly, one step at a time, because I 
am carrying two big suitcases. One of them contains my sins, and in the other, 
which is much heavier, are the infinite merits of Jesus Christ. When I reach 
heaven I will open both suitcases and say to God: Eternal Father, now you can 
judge. And to Saint Peter: Close the door, because I’m staying here.” 
 


