
Advent 2 
 
 Today the Church presents to us John the Baptist as a model to follow. 
He was the Precursor, the one who comes first. His mission was to open the 
ways of the Lord, to give witness to the light, to prepare men’s hearts so that 
Christ may enter. Our mission is to follow in his footsteps. He came two 
thousand years ago; now it is our turn. How do we do that, if we have lost our 
way and our life is in complete darkness? We need first find the way, and 
make sure our soul is full of light. This is what we need to do these days. It is 
our task for this Advent. John the Baptist leads the way and gives us an 
example. 
 It is not easy to be a Precursor, to open the way, to go before foretelling 
the coming of another, becoming a bridge between two different sides. The 
Pope is called Pontifex, a bridge builder. We Christians are called to build 
bridges between people, to be forerunners of Christ in the world, torches that 
shine amid the darkness of this mad society of ours. John leads us to eternity 
and then other people can follow our path. It is not easy to find the narrow 
gate that opens to paradise. 
 What did John do? He went into the desert, to find silence, solitude 
and simplicity. He ate locust and wild honey and was dressed in camel hair. 
We too need to seek a wilderness around ourselves, where we can speak in 
silence, the language of God; to find solitude, to spend time with God alone; 
and to live the simple life of John the Baptist. What is the desert for me? In 
this time of Advent we need to find that space where we can develop our 
spiritual life, to be able to see things with different eyes, through God’s eyes. 
We eat locust, things we don’t want to eat; we dress rough, with the garments 
of modesty; and look for honey, the sweetness of God. 
 John the Baptist was tough. You wouldn’t like to meet him alone in the 
desert. His body looked like it was made of roots of trees; his skin was hard 
and burnt; his hair was meshed like a wild beast; his voice had the sounds of 
thunder; his eyes burned with prophetic fire. You couldn’t hold his gaze. Only 
Jesus managed to do so, when John didn’t want to baptise him. They almost 
had a wrestling match. To follow him we need the gift of fortitude, not to be 
afraid of the elements, to be able to defend the truth, even though we can lose 
our head as he did. Fortitude is the only gift of the Holy Spirit that it is related 
to a cardinal virtue. 
 John the Baptist is the only saint that we celebrate twice, his birth and 
his martyrdom. We normally celebrate the dies natalis of the saints, the day 
when they were born to eternal life, when they died. But Saint John, before he 
was born, he was sanctified in his mother’s womb, when his mother Elizabeth 
met Jesus’ mother; both were pregnant at that time. This is how both babies 
met, and John leapt in the womb with the infusion of the Holy Spirit. We, on 
the contrary, were born in sin and we need to wait till we die, to enter back 
into the bosom of God. We are now waiting with great expectation the birth of 
Jesus, who is still in his mother’s womb. We should follow in his mother’s 
footsteps to be there at his birth. 


