
Palm Sunday 
 
 Why did Jesus enter in Jerusalem on a donkey? He could have come on 
a horse or on a camel, more elegant animals, sitting higher to be able to be 
seen and have a better view. But he wanted to fulfill the Scriptures. They said 
that the Messiah had to come riding on a donkey. Why did the Scriptures 
prophesied on a donkey and not another animal? Because the donkey is a 
humble, docile and hardworking beast, more suitable as an example for us, 
unlike a horse who prefers showing off and pretending. They say a donkey is a 
symbol of peace, humility and the simple life. A horse is a symbol of war, pride 
and luxury. 
 One of the Psalms says that we are like a donkey before God. Jesus has 
decided to ride on us. We are just a donkey. Many times we think that we are a 
horse and we become silly, proud and rebellious. We cannot forget that even 
though we are carrying Jesus, we are just a donkey. When we pretend that we 
are a horse, the ride becomes bumpy, and Jesus finds it difficult to stay on top. 
Don’t be a stubborn, grumpy old donkey, only thinking how to find revenge 
with a kick. Be a young one, with long ears ready for the Master’s command, a 
quick step ready to work in his service. The Lord wants to ride us, to reach 
heaven together. The best way for us to enter into heaven is being docile to his 
call. 
 Eventually you allow him to ride on you and you experience the shouts 
of the multitude and the cries of joy to the prophet who is coming to the holy 
city. People lay their garments for you to walk softly. You enjoy treading on 
people’s clothes. You feel important, thinking that people are welcoming you. 
You look around, acknowledging people’s praises and almost crash against a 
pole in the middle of the road. A simple gesture from Jesus makes your head 
bow low and fix your eyes on the way. No more frivolous thoughts or 
wandering looks. All around you is not for you; just for Jesus. 
 Jesus is a good rider. He lets you ride at your pace, he doesn’t kick with 
his legs. He brings peace with himself. His yoke is easy and his burden light. 
But you need to cooperate. All he wants from you is to follow his path. It looks 
easy but it is not. Common experience tells us that it is one of the most 
difficult things. It is all right when both our path and his path coincide. But 
when his path differs from ours, when begins to climb up hill, when the path 
gets bumpy and rough, we prefer to go down hill. When are we going to be 
convinced that his way is the best way? 
 When Jesus sees Jerusalem he begins to cry. You don’t know what to 
do. You never have seen him crying. He is weeping because of what is going to 
happen to the holy city, its future destruction at the hands of the Romans. It is 
amazing, Jesus just sad for a heap of stones. He is like us; we humans worry 
about things and gadgets. Jesus is a man and has good memories of the 
temple. And all because it didn’t follow the paths of the Lord. You want to 
apply the lesson to your own life. You don’t want Jesus to weep for you and for 
your children. 


