
New skins 
 
 There was a competition between John and Jesus’ disciples. They used 
to complain to their masters when they thought the others disciples had a 
better deal. Human beings enjoy competition, some people more than others. 
Why do we like it? It must be our pride, the desire to excel, to compare 
ourselves with others and to do better. We are always looking at the rear-view 
mirror to see who is behind us. We like to support our sport teams, and we are 
glad when they win; we become sad and depressed when they lose. We 
shouldn’t give too much importance to sport. It can become an addiction. 
 In today’s Gospel we see the connection between the Old and the New 
Testament. The new fulfilled the old. The Jews were looking forward to the 
coming of the Bridegroom, the Messiah. It has arrived in the person of Jesus 
Christ, who came to die for us. He is with us, specially in the Eucharist. We 
don’t need to wait for him, but to prepare our wedding dress. We are supposed 
to walk with him until he appears to us in flesh, to pick us up and take us to 
himself. It is a hidden presence, but actual and real. This is what it means to 
live a spiritual life: to acknowledge his presence among us. 
 Even though he is with us, we need to prepare ourselves fasting for his 
coming, when we will have to give an account of our lives. It is a way to realise 
that we need him and at the same time to feel his absence. If we are too 
concerned about food and drink, comfort and pleasure, we are going to miss 
him when he comes. Fasting is a good way to be on watch, to be waiting for 
him, to look for his coming. 
 Jesus presents himself today as the Bridegroom. It is a comparison 
coming from the Old Testament, describing the relationship between God and 
his people. It is a beautiful image for the mystical life. The book of the Bible, 
the Song of Songs, compares the soul as the bride longing and searching for 
her spouse. We should have the same attitude. We are invited to the wedding 
feast of the lamb in heaven, but this banquet can begin in this life if we want 
to. We are called to have an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. He is 
much closer to us than we think. 
 Jesus loves to explain things in parables. Today he gives us the parable 
of the wine skins. It is a bit difficult for us to understand because this method 
of packaging is foreign to us; we don’t keep wine in this way. It was a practical 
way to carry liquids. But because of the condition of the wine, it was a one 
time only; you couldn’t reuse them. You had to put new wine in new skins. 
Jesus uses this example to explain the people how some laws of the Old 
Testament didn’t apply now. Some Christians of Jewish descent wanted to 
keep going with customs of the past, things that weren’t necessary and were 
more like a hindrance for their spiritual development. For us it is a way of 
understanding how we need to renew ourselves to be able to contain the new 
wine without bursting the skins. The love of God can free us from our own 
chains of selfishness, allowing us to reach the unsuspected high altitudes of 
the spiritual life. 


