
Wedding at Cana 
 
 We are invited today to a wedding. We go with Jesus, Mary and the 
apostles. We look forward for few days of celebration, good food and plenty of 
wine. Time to relax, be merry and rest. We witness the exchanging of vows, 
the love of husband and wife and the commitment for life. Jesus wanted to be 
there to institute the sacrament of matrimony and bless all the marriages of 
the world. He realised that our love for each other is not perfect and we need 
the graces of a sacrament to be able to live well the covenant of married love. 
Human love is great but it is not spared the cross. 
 After few days Mary sounds the alarm: they are running out of wine. A 
wedding with no wine is like a funeral without a coffin, a Baptism with no 
baby or a Confirmation with no bishop: a disaster! That couple would have 
been singled out in the years to come: they ran out of wine at their wedding 
feast. Mary notices the problem and tries to find a solution, even though it is 
not her business. It shows that she doesn’t think much about herself and is 
constantly attentive to others. She does what we all should do: go to Jesus. 
These words addressed to Jesus are about us: they have no wine. We need the 
spiritual wine of Jesus blood. She always goes to Jesus to tell him about our 
problems. 
 Jesus would have thought about his first miracle to begin the 
manifestation of his mission. I don’t think it was to convert water into wine. 
The multiplication of the loaves and the fish would have been a better one; or 
maybe the healing of hundreds of people. But his mother is very powerful. 
Just a word from her and he changed his mind. Jesus being very docile 
towards his Father God, realised that he was speaking through his mother. 
Mary then addressed to us the only words we have from her, words that is a 
summary of the Christian life: do whatever he tells you. 
 Jesus told the servants to fill six big jars with water. They were big, 
around 600 hundred litres of water. They had to go to the nearby fountain to 
carry the water, bucket by bucket. They must have complained at least 
interiorly that they had already enough water for the wedding. But they filled 
them to the brim, maybe for people to know it was water. Jesus asked them to 
take the water to the steward. They thought the steward was going to get upset 
with them. But the water had a reddish colour, maybe because the jars were a 
bit dirty. The steward was greatly surprised: it was a beautiful wine, well 
matured and full bodied. 
 With Jesus’ wine, the whole atmosphere of the wedding changed. Some 
of the apostles got a bit tipsy. Peter became more talkative. Judas thought to 
sell some bottles. The miracle couldn’t pass unnoticed. It is a good example of 
when we do whatever Jesus tells us, he performs a miracle. And if we fill the 
jars to the brim, if we give ourselves completely, he produces the best wine. 
The vintage of Cana’s wine was famous for years to come. Still today people 
make money selling wine at Kef Kenna, where tradition believes the wedding 
took place. 


