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 Jesus began his public life leaving Nazareth, his mother and his job, 
and went to see his cousin John, who was baptising at the Jordan river. Maybe 
Jesus wanted to pass unnoticed, but John recognised him and didn’t want to 
baptise him. He said with reason: “I am the one who should be baptised by 
you.” They almost had a fight. You wouldn’t like to have a wrestling match 
with John, who was tough as nails, after being fed with locusts and wild 
honey. But Jesus managed to convince him with his gentle words. 
 When Jesus came out of the water there was a theophany, a 
manifestation of Jesus’ divinity. We have three moments at the beginning of 
Jesus life where his divine nature was shown: with the adoration of the Magi, 
which we celebrated last Sunday, today with his baptism and the wedding at 
Cana. In the first the divinity of Jesus was revealed by means of the star; at His 
baptism by the voice of the Father; at Cana by the miracle of converting water 
into wine. God normally shows us his divinity in a very discreet, hidden way, 
even though some people have very interesting stories. We can always find 
moments in our lives where God has shown us his power. Through our Baptism, 
we are grafted into Christ and we can say that we share in his divinity.  
 The Baptism of Jesus reminds us of ours. We are baptised in the name 
of the Holy Trinity to be able to participate into the relationship of the three 
divine persons. We see today through our senses the three persons, the Father 
sounding his voice, the Son getting wet, and the Holy Spirit hovering on top. 
We always represent him as a white dove, beautiful, a symbol of purity, peace 
and reconciliation between God and men. The dove first appeared in the 
account of the flood as a sign that God’s punishment of mankind had come to 
an end. Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit. We also anoint the babies with 
holy oil when we baptise them. 
 The most striking feature of this scene is the voice from heaven. After 
Jesus was baptised, the heavens opened and a deep voice, breaking like a 
thunder, rattled the surface of the water with its force: “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” God the Father singled out his only begotten 
Son, calling him his beloved, showing us that he is very proud of him. He was 
pleased to have his Son living with us, sharing his life with us, coming to save 
us from our miseries. Can a voice from heaven say the same of us? Is God 
pleased with us, in the way we interact with our fellow beings? He doesn’t need 
to say it aloud, shaking the earth, because we know it already. 
 The revelation of Jesus’ divine sonship, reminds us of ours. We are 
children of God because Jesus wanted to be our eldest brother, to give us his 
hand to accompany us. Precisely, when we follow Jesus in his Baptism, we 
become children of God. Saint John in his first letter rejoices with this 
exclamation: “And so we are!” Today is a good opportunity to remember our 
divine filiation, the reality of having as a father a wonderful and loving God. 
 


