
Synagogue at Nazareth 
 
 Today’s Gospel follows the one from last Sunday when Jesus went to 
his home town for the first time after beginning his public life. It wasn’t going 
to be easy for him to go to back to Nazareth after becoming a famous figure 
and performing miracles. They had heard about him and they were upset with 
him because he didn’t show these talents during all his years growing up. This 
is why he had established his base in Caparnaum away from his people. 
Nazareth was a small village of around a hundred families. They were 
expecting some miracles and signs, but he told them what he thought about 
them. Many times the truth hurts, but sometimes we need to defend the truth, 
specially in a society that is not interested in what is right or wrong. 
 The second reading from today’s Mass comes from the letter of Saint 
Paul to the Corinthians. It is the famous hymn of charity, very popular reading 
for weddings. Charity is our love of God, one of the three theological virtues. 
All other loves come from this, a reflection of the love God has for us. God is 
love and the more we love God, the more we love others, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. The measure of human love is divine love: “As I have loved 
you.” Saints love others which overflows from their love for God. They are very 
attractive to us; they give us an example of selfless love. 
 They say that love is to want the good of the other. God knows the good 
that is in our hearts and loves it. We need to learn how God loves us and be 
open to his love. Many times we fail to see the goodness in us; sometimes we 
even hate ourselves. The world tells us that we are lovable if we are successful, 
if we are beautiful, if we are rich. God’s measure is different: he loves us 
because he created us, we are his children. The love of God helps us to see 
others as God sees them; we see the goodness in them, buried under the ashes 
of our sins. We need to blow the embers to ignite the fire of love. 
 At the beginning of a new year we can renew our love for others. It is a 
conscious decision. At the end of time we are going to be measured by our 
love. We can think about some acts of service we can do to express our love to 
the people close to us. This letter of Saint Paul enumerates some qualities our 
feelings should have for others: love is patient, love is kind, it is not jealous, it 
is not arrogant, endures for ever. Charity is the only virtue that is going to 
remain in heaven. 
 When Jesus told his compatriots the truth, they wanted to kill him. The 
whole scene is bizarre. At the beginning they were happy for him to come 
back, they listened to him, but when they found out his opinion about them, 
they got very upset. Nazareth is built on the top of a hill, with a cliff 
overlooking a beautiful panorama. They took him there, with the excuse to 
show him the view, with the secret intention of pushing him over the edge. 
You can still go there and see the place where this happened. Maybe they 
wanted to see if he could fly, to test his power. But he passed through the 
midst of them and went away. Even if we want to, we cannot make God 
disappear, we cannot ban him from our lives. 


