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 We finish Christmas time with two feasts, the Presentation of the child 
Jesus to the temple and the Purification of his mother, forty days after giving 
birth. There were two requirements of the Jewish law: the first male born had 
to be presented and taken back into the family; a woman who bore a child was 
unclean and had to be purified. The Holy Family didn’t have to follow the old 
law, because they were completely clean, but they wanted to do it, to give us 
an example of how important it is to fulfill the law. 
 Today’s feast is a reminder that through our Baptism we have been 
consecrated to the Lord, we belong to him; we don’t belong to ourselves. It is 
an open invitation to renew our dedication to the Lord, to offer him our entire 
being, our thoughts and our works, everything we are, everything we do. Good 
mothers offer their boys to God when they are born with the hope that they 
will become priests. Some of them are reminded of this promise. 
 During today’s Mass we are going to bless the candles. We are going to 
hold a lighted candle on our hands, like the virgins of the parable waiting for 
the bridegroom to come. Don’t be afraid of getting burnt and don’t fall asleep. 
This is how we should wait for Jesus when he comes to pick us up, walking 
towards him, lighting the way, signaling him where we are, with the bright 
flame of our candles. Don’t allow your light to go out. An spiritual author says 
that our candles should show how bright our souls are when we meet Christ. 
Our candles resemble God’s grace, which came into the world to dispel 
darkness. They illuminate us and light the way for others. 
 God wanted to reveal to Mary through Simeon her future mission: “A 
sword will pierce your heart.” The image of Our Lady of Sorrows in our parish 
has a sword in her heart. People ask me sometimes if we could remove it, 
because it doesn’t look good, it feels very painful. She is looking up towards 
heaven, showing her wounded side, offering herself to her Son for us. I 
normally say that this little sword is a good reminder of the pain we inflict in 
our mother, when we go astray, when we don’t want to do the will of our 
Father God. Even though we don’t want to hurt her, whenever we sin we 
offend Jesus, we upset Mary. In fairness you could say that we cannot hurt 
Mary because she is in heaven, but she can feel our pain when we hurt 
ourselves or her children. 
 Today we begin to look towards Calvary. Ash Wednesday is coming 
soon, it is around the corner, the beginning of Lent, preparation for Holy 
Week. From now on, every time Mary looked at her baby, she remembered 
these words, thinking about what was going to happen. It all started at Cana, 
when Jesus’ Mother asked him to begin the hour. Traditional paintings 
represent Jesus as a boy holding a little cross in his hand. It is the beginning 
of the way of the sorrowful mother, Mater Dolorosa. Some representations of 
Our Lady of Dolours have seven swords in her heart, one for each of her seven 
sorrows. How many swords does the image of our Mother have? 
 


