
The Centurion’s faith 
 
 Jesus centred his public life in Capernaum, away from Nazareth, where 
his relatives and friends wanted to control him. During Jesus’ time it was an 
important town, with a synagogue, a detachment of Roman soldiers headed by 
a Centurion, and a customs house run by Matthew. It was situated at the shore 
of the lake of Galilee, on the Via Maris, the sea road that connected Damascus 
and Egypt. A lot of scenes from the Gospels happened here. In the seventh 
century the town went into decline and became a heap of ruins, buried under 
the soil. In the nineteenth century the Franciscans bought the land and began 
archeological excavations. Nowadays two main buildings stand out: the ruins 
of the synagogue and a octagon church built on top of Peter’s house. 
 A Roman Centurion was in charge of a century, the lowest core of 
legionaries, around a hundred men. He had to be at least 30 years old, with 
time served in the army, and literate: to be able to read orders and write 
responses. This centurion was a gentile, respectful to the Jews: he built them a 
synagogue. His servant was very valuable to him. It teaches us the importance 
of service, and the value of friendship. We are social beings and we need 
others for self-development. Our selfishness can cut us off from others and in 
the long run we become lonely. Many people die alone because they haven’t 
managed to give themselves. Parents complain when their children don’t go to 
see them. They follow their example. They were brought up following their 
selfishness. 
 The Jews strongly urged Jesus to listen to his petition. We see in this 
Centurion the three conditions for our prayer to be effective: faith, humility 
and perseverance. A priest passed by a small town and one man asked him for 
a blessing to beget a son. The priest asked God and he told him that the 
destiny of this man wasn’t to have children. Five years later the priest passed 
by the same small town and saw that the man had two children. The man told 
him that another priest had blessed him. Then the priest asked God: What's 
going on? God laughed and told him: I think this is something done by a saint. 
 The Centurion was persistent. First he sent the elders of the Jews to 
convince Jesus. When he was close to his house he sent his friends to talk to 
him. Statistics say that for kids to get what they want, they have to pester their 
parents 4,7 times. A sign that our prayer is effective is that we are still praying 
for it. The Centurion was also humble. He didn’t belong to the chosen people, 
and Jews weren’t allowed to go to gentile’s houses. The Centurion didn’t dare 
to invite him to his home and dealt with Jesus from a respectful distance. And 
the Centurion had faith, so much so that Jesus praised him: “I haven’t found 
this faith in Israel.” The apostles felt ashamed of their lack of faith. During the 
apparitions in Fatima people used to go to Lucia asking to be healed. When 
she talked to our Lady, the Virgin said: “I will heal some, but not all of them, 
because they don't all trust my Son.” Many times we don’t pray because we 
don’t believe. 
 This Centurion taught us a lesson: how to pray. We repeat his prayer 
every time we go to Mass, just before communion. When the priest lifts the 
host and says, “Behold the lamb of God”, we ask to be healed, like the 
Centurion’s servant. Hopefully we have his same faith. 
 
 
 


