
Annunciation 
 
 In the fullness of time, when everything was ready, God sent the Angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, to a young beautiful girl, to ask her a question. If we 
could choose an important moment of history to be present, this should be 
one of those. We know this scene from Mary herself. Scholars of Sacred 
Scripture say that the words of the Gospel came from Our Lady’s mouth, 
because these words have Aramaic roots, and Saint Luke wrote the Gospel in 
Greek. It is a divine dialogue between Our Lady and the Archangel Gabriel, 
not easy to understand from our humanity. To begin to comprehend what 
happened there, we need to become little, pure and humble. 
 It is important to realise who the two protagonists were: a human being 
and an angelic spirit. A girl named Mary, around 15 years old, extremely 
beautiful, and even though she looks very young, she shows an unusual 
maturity. The other one is an Archangel named Gabriel, one of the three we 
know from Scripture. His name means Fortitudo Dei, Strength of God. He is 
involved with the events of the Incarnation, God becoming flesh. He appeared 
as a messenger from God to Daniel, Zechariah and our Mother. To 
differentiate him from the other two Archangels, we represent him carrying a 
lily, a symbol of purity and fertility. 
 The town where this event took place is Nazareth, a little village in the 
middle of nowhere, 150 kilometres north of Jerusalem, with 50 houses around 
a spring. It wasn’t a famous place to live. Nathanael asked Jesus, when he 
found out where he came from: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
There was a saying at that time: if God punishes you, he will give you a wife 
from Nazareth. The Oriental tradition places the Annunciation near the village 
spring. We normally place it in her house, because the Gospel gives the 
impression that the angel came into her room. Her house didn’t look like all 
the classical paintings. It was half house and half cave. But it was clean and 
tidy, well kept and comfortable. 
 While the angel comes in to deliver his message, popular devotion 
represents Mary immersed in prayer. Saint Josemaria writes: “Mary is 
recollected in prayer. She is using all her senses and her faculties to speak to 
God. It is in prayer that she comes to know the divine Will. And with prayer 
she makes it the life of her life. Do not forget the example of the Virgin Mary.” 
If an angel came to tell us something, would he find us recollected in prayer? 
We need to pray to get to know the will of God. Sometimes we don't pray 
because we don't want to know His will; other times because we are lazy; other 
times because we are too busy in material things, and we don't have time to 
give to God. 
 While she prays she looks so beautiful. The more she prays, the more 
beautiful she looks. It is as while praying, God wants to lift a bit the veil which 
covers her beauty, for us to be proud of our Mother. When she talks with God, 
her face shines, like Moses when he conversed with God. There is no way any 
image of our Lady that can portray her properly. Saint Josemaria writes: 
“What must the cheerful way that Jesus looked upon people have been like? It 
must have been the same look that shone from the eyes of his Mother.” 
 


