
Simon the Pharisee 
 
 In today’s Gospel scene we are confronted by two opposite 
protagonists: Simon the Pharisee, with a cold attitude towards Jesus, and a 
sinful woman, with a great sorrowful love for Jesus. Simon, a supposed holy 
man, and a nameless woman, public sinner; a Pharisee and a prostitute. 
Simon didn’t show the customary signs of courtesy with guests. The woman 
made up for Simon’s coldness with a profusion of tears. Even though Simon 
was the host of the party, the repentant woman became the central figure of 
the conversation, in spite of trying to pass unnoticed. 
 The Gospel says that Simon judged Jesus: If he were a prophet, he 
would know who this woman is. It is a reflection of his attitude towards Jesus. 
In principle he was right; you wouldn’t allow a prostitute to kiss your feet. But 
Jesus can read our hearts. Simon’s heart was cold and small; this woman‘s 
was pure gold. We are grateful that Jesus can see our interior motives, 
because he is going to be our judge. We don’t need to explain the reasons of 
our actions to everyone. It gives us a lot of peace to trust that he knows us 
inside out. If you are afraid of him, you are going to try to hide your real 
intentions. 
 Jesus proposed to Simon a small, simple parable, easy to comprehend. 
He answered well to Jesus’ question, but he only knew the law, not its 
application. He didn’t realise that Jesus was talking about him. Only after its 
explanation, he became ashamed, maybe even furious. The more we are 
forgiven, the more we are loved. God shows us his real love through 
forgiveness. We can go to God through our sins. They can help us to grow in 
our appreciation of his love for us. The more sinful we are, the more 
opportunity we have in growing in our love for God. For us, under the relics of 
original sin, you could say that our sins are our only way to go to God. That 
woman showed a great love for Jesus; we are jealous of her. Her sins, which 
were many, were forgiven, because she loved much. Simon was the opposite: 
nothing was forgiven, even though he had own pile of sins. 
 What is Jesus stressing here? Contrition. How important is contrition 
in our spiritual life. We are constantly falling down and we need God to lift us 
up. It is so easy to get discouraged. What is the point of getting up, if we are 
going to fall down again? Every time we get sick, we go to the doctor, even 
though we are going to get sick again in the future. The devil is trying to 
discourage us, to make us fall into despair, to give up. This woman expressed 
her contrition in her own feminine way. We all have to find our way to reach 
Jesus’ heart. 
 Jesus gives us hope. The spiritual life enables us to discover what 
separates us from God and to get rid of it. God’s love is a powerful light for us 
to see our imperfections. John the Baptist said: I baptise you with water, but 
there is one coming who is going to baptise you with fire. We are baptised in 
water, our original sin washed away. We can also be purified by the fire of the 
Holy Spirit, strengthening us, burning away the dross of our daily sins. I don’t 
think Simon invited Jesus again for dinner. We need to invite Jesus over and 
over again to our house, to be able to imitate this woman, to have all our sins 
forgiven. 


