
Who am I? 
 
 Today Jesus is asking us a difficult question: Who am I to you? It is a 
good moment to reflect on the place of Jesus in our lives. Is he the centre, the 
summit, the pinnacle, everything in our lives? Of course not, otherwise we 
would be in heaven. Maybe, in theory yes, but in practice, no. What’s the 
percentage of Jesus in me? 20, 40, 60%? We should pray about how to 
increase this percentage. Saint Josemaria’s mother used to tell him when he 
was growing up: “You are going to suffer in life, because you give yourself 
100% of whatever you do.” Some people manage to give themselves 100%. 
And they become famous artists, great sports players, renowned politicians, 
accomplished professionals, breakthrough scientists, Nobel prizewinners. We 
should be happy, if slowly we become more and more centred in Jesus Christ. 
 Who am I to you? is a question people in love are always asking of their 
lovers. They are always checking if they still hold the first place in their lives, 
or something else, or somebody else, has taken their favourite place. We need 
praise, affirmation, to know that we are the one, that nobody else is taking our 
place. We become jealous, upset, depressed, when we experience second 
place. Jesus is not like this; he doesn’t need to ask this question because he is 
God, he is everything. 
 Why is Jesus asking this question? He knows where our heart is and 
where it should be. It is a loaded question. Because he knows that we are still 
far away from him, he wants us to react, to come back to him, to become 
closer to him. Not because of him, he doesn’t need us, but because of us. We 
are the ones who need him, who are created for him; he is our way back to 
God. We normally wander away from him, getting distracted with the flowers 
we find right and left in our path, and we loose our way. From time to time, 
Jesus brings us back to the right path, helps us to focus again on himself 
asking this question. Like a child who gets distracted with a passing butterfly, 
we need to be prompted to concentrate again on the task we are doing. 
 A desert father was once asked, Why do so many abandon the desert? 
He said: “Desert life is like a dog chasing a rabbit. When it runs after the 
rabbit, barking, many other dogs hearing the bark, join the running. But after 
a while, the dogs that haven’t seen the rabbit become tired and stop running. 
Only the dogs that see the rabbit continue the race until they catch it. Only 
those whose eyes are fixed on the person of Christ on the Cross persevere to 
the end.” It happens in our time too. Many people begin to follow Jesus, but 
few persevere till the end. We can imagine Jesus in many different ways, but 
the real Jesus is only one. This is the one we need to reach, to access, to love. 
The other ones, once we touch them, they disappear. 
 Guardini says that “the essence of Christianity is a Person: Jesus Christ 
Himself. That which is essential is the One who is essential.” Benedict XVI 
says the same with different words: “Being Christian is not the result of an 
ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 
gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” 


