
Second miraculous catch of fish 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 

 The Apostles have left Jerusalem for Galilee as the Lord had told them to. They 
are there beside the lake: at the same place or at one similar to the one where Jesus 
found them and invited them to follow him. Now they have gone back to the old 
occupations they had when the Lord first called them. Jesus finds them again immersed 
in their work. And He revealed himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples 
were together. There are seven of them altogether. It is just twilight. Other boats have 
already gone out fishing. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing’. They said to 
him, ‘we will go with you’. They went out and got into the boat; but that night they 
caught nothing. 
 At dawn Jesus stood on the beach. The risen Jesus comes seeking his own, to 
strengthen them in the Faith and in his friendship and to continue explaining to them 
the great mission that awaits them. His disciples did not know that it was Jesus; they 
still don’t recognize Him. They are about a hundred yards from land. At this distance, at 
daybreak, they cannot make out the man’s features very well, but they can hear as soon 
as He began to speak: Friends, have you caught anything? the Lord asks them. They 
answered him, ‘No’. He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you 
will find some’: And Peter obeys. So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 
for the quantity of fish. John confirms Peter’s inner conviction. Bending towards him he 
says It is the Lord. Peter, who has been holding himself back until that moment, 
suddenly takes a leap as if he has been given a push. He doesn’t wait till the boats get to 
the shore. As soon as Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord he girded up his tunic and 
threw himself into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 
of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 
 John’s love immediately recognized the Lord on the shore: It is the Lord! Love, 
love is farsighted. Love is the first to appreciate kindness. The adolescent Apostle, who 
felt a deep and firm affection for Jesus, because he loved Christ with all the purity and 
tenderness of a heart that had never been corrupted, exclaimed: ‘It is the Lord’! 
 During the night, on their own, in the absence of Christ, they had labored in vain. 
They had been wasting their time. In the morning, when it was light, when Jesus was 
present, when He gave light with his word, when He directed the operation, the nets 
were completely filled as they were brought to land. 
 The same thing happens to us every day. In the absence of Christ the day 
becomes night, an empty night, just another day in our life. Our efforts are not enough 
by themselves; we need God for them to bear fruit. By the side of Christ, when we have 
him with us, our days are enriched. Pain and illness are converted into a treasure that 
lasts beyond death; with Jesus by our side the question of living with those who 
surround us becomes a whole world of possibilities for doing good: opportunities for 
attention, encouragement, cordiality, prayer for others. We should pray a lot to Our 
Lady asking her to help us to discover Our Lord in the midst of all the events of our 
lives; so that we may be able to say very often, It is the Lord! And this, too, whether it be 
a case of suffering or of joy, whatever the circumstances. 


