
The Good Shepherd 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 

 This Sunday’s liturgy centers upon the image of the Good Shepherd. The 
Shepherd’s sacrifice gave life to his sheep and brought them back to the fold. Years later 
St Peter confirmed Christians in their faith by reminding them in the midst of 
persecution what Christ had done and suffered for them: By his wounds you have been 
healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls. And so the whole Church prays that the continuing work of our 
Redeemer will bring us eternal joy, and asks God the Father to give us new strength 
from the courage of Christ our shepherd, and lead us to join the saints in heaven. 
 The early Christians had a special affection for the image of the Good Shepherd, 
and have left us countless testimonies of it in the catacombs and on many well-known 
ancient buildings through murals, reliefs, gravestone etchings, mosaics and sculptures. 
This Sunday’s liturgy invites us to meditate on our Savior’s merciful tenderness, so that 
we recognize the rights he acquired over each one of us by his death. It is also a good 
opportunity to consider in our prayer our love for the good shepherds whom he has left 
to guide us and keep us in his name. 
 The Old Testament frequently refers to the Messiah as a good Shepherd who 
must feed, rule and govern God’s people, often abandoned and scattered. The 
prophecies of the awaited shepherd are fulfilled in Jesus, but in him with new features. 
He is the Good Shepherd who gives his life for his sheep and provides other shepherds 
to continue his mission. As opposed to thieves who seek their own interests and destroy 
the flock, Jesus is the door of salvation; he who enters will find abundant pasture. There 
is a tender relationship between Jesus the Good Shepherd and his sheep: he calls each 
by his name; he leads them; the sheep follow because they know his voice; he is the one 
and only shepherd who has only one flock, protected by the Father’s love. He is the chief 
Shepherd. 
 In his last appearance before the Ascension, the risen Christ made Peter the 
shepherd of his flock, the Church’s guide. In this way the prophecy made to Peter before 
the Passion was fulfilled: but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and 
when you have turned again, strengthen your brethren. Then he prophesied that as a 
good shepherd he would die for his flock. Christ trusts Peter despite the denials. He 
simply asks for his love the same number of times that He had been denied. Our Lord 
doesn’t mind entrusting his Church to a weak man who repents and loves with deeds. 
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me? And he said to 
him, ‘Lord; you know everything; you know that I love you’. Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
sheep.’ 
 The shepherd symbol which Jesus has claimed for himself is passed on to Peter: 
he must continue Our Lord’s mission and be his representative on earth. Jesus’ words to 
Peter — feed my lambs, feed my sheep — explain Peter’s mission as one of guarding Our 
Lord’s whole flock without limitations. Feed is equivalent to ‘direct and govern’. Peter is 
made the shepherd and guide for the whole Church. As the Second Vatican Council 
points out, Jesus Christ put Peter at the head of the other Apostles, and in him he set up 
a lasting and visible source and foundation of the unity of both faith and communion. 



Ubi Petrus ibi Ecclesia — where Peter is, there is Christ’s Church. In union with him we 
know with certainty the way that leads to salvation. 


