
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 

 During this forty-day period between Easter and the Ascension of Our Lord, the 
Church asks us to keep our eyes on Heaven, our final dwelling place, to which Our Lord 
is calling us. This invitation becomes more pressing as we approach the day on which 
Jesus went up to the right hand of his Father. 
 Our Lord had promised his disciples that in a little while he would be with them 
forever. Yet a little while, and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Our 
Lord has kept his promise in this period when he stays close to his loved ones. But this 
presence will not end when he goes up with his glorious body to his Father, because, by 
his Passion and Death he has prepared for us a place in his Father’s house, where there 
are many mansions. I will come again, he tells them, and will take you to myself that 
where I am you may be also. 
 The Apostles, who had been saddened by the prediction of Peter’s denials, are 
comforted by the hope of Heaven. The return to which Our Lord is referring includes his 
second coming at the end of the world, and the meeting with each soul when it leaves 
the body. Our death will be just that: a meeting with Christ, whom we have tried to serve 
throughout our lifetime. He will bring us to the fullness of glory, the meeting with his 
Heavenly Father, who is also our Father. There in Heaven, where we have a place 
prepared for us, Jesus awaits us, the same Jesus who is with us, who awaits us in prayer 
and with whom we have often been in intimate friendly conversation. 
 “From our regular conversations with Our Lord is born the desire to be with him. 
Faith sweetens much of the bitterness of death. Our love for Jesus completely changes 
the meaning of that last moment which comes for every body. Those in love try to see 
each other. People in love have eyes only for their love. That’s logical, isn’t it? The 
human heart feels this need I would be lying if I denied my eagerness to contemplate the 
face of Jesus Christ. I will seek your countenance, 0 Lord.” (Saint Josemaría) 
 The thought of Heaven will help us to be detached from the things of this world 
and to overcome difficult situations. We make God very happy when we foster that 
theological virtue of hope, which is united with faith and love. There will be times when 
we need it a lot. At the time of temptation think of the love that awaits you in Heaven: 
foster the virtue of hope — this is not a lack of generosity. It will be likewise at moments 
of great sorrow and trial, and when we find it very hard to be faithful or persevering in 
our work or apostolate. The reward is a big one, and it is just around the corner, not long 
from now. Meditating on Heaven, which is our destination, ought to spur us on to be 
more generous in our daily struggle, because hope of the reward comforts the soul unto 
doing good works. 
 The thought of that final meeting of love to which we are called will help us to be 
on our guard in big things and in little things, giving them the finishing touch, as if each 
one were to be the last before going to meet our Heavenly Father. 


