
The Adulterous woman 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 

 “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you? No one, Lord. Neither do 
I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.” They placed her in the midst, says the Gospel. 
They have humiliated her and shamed her in the extreme, without the slightest concern 
for her. They remind Our Lord that the Law imposed the severe penalty of death by 
stoning for this sin. What do you say, they ask him, disguising their ulterior motives so 
that they might have some charge to bring against him. But Jesus surprises them all. He 
does not say anything; He bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 
 The woman is terrified by them all. The Scribes and Pharisees go on asking 
questions. Then, Jesus stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among 
you be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once more He bent down and wrote with 
his finger on the ground. They all went away, one by one, Beginning with the eldest. Not 
one of them had a clear conscience and they were trying to set a trap for Our Lord. All of 
them went away. And Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus 
looked up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
Jesus’ words are full of gentleness and clemency, a manifestation of God’s infinite mercy 
and forgiveness. She answered straight away, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, 
“Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.” We can imagine the enormous joy 
of that woman, her desire to begin again, her deep love for Christ. 
 Such a deep change has taken place in that woman’s soul, stained by sin and 
suffused with her public shame, that we can only partly see the alteration in her with the 
light of faith. Every day, in every corner of the world, Jesus, through his ministers, the 
priests, continues to say I absolve you from your sins. ‘Go' says our Lord, ‘and do not sin 
again.’ It is Christ himself who forgives. The sacramental formula, I absolve you, and the 
imposition of the hand and the sign of the Cross made over the penitent show that at 
this moment the contrite and converted sinner comes into contact with the power and 
mercy of God. It is the moment at which, in response to the penitent, the Trinity 
becomes present in order to blot out sin and restore innocence. And the saving power of 
the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus is also imparted to the penitent. God is 
always the one who is principally offended by sin, and God alone can forgive. 
 The words pronounced by the priest are not just a prayer of supplication to ask 
God to forgive our sins, or a mere certification that God has deigned to grant us his 
pardon, but at that moment every sin is forgiven and blotted out by the mysterious 
intervention of the Saviour. 
 Few words have ever produced more joy in the world than the words of 
absolution, I absolve you from your sins. St Augustine affirms that the wonder they work 
is greater than the very creation of the world. How glad are we to receive these words 
when we go to the sacrament of forgiveness? How grateful are we? How often have we 
thanked God for having this sacrament close at hand? 


