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 Jesus loved with predilection the sick, the needy and children. This is 
the repeated testimony of the Gospels. He had a special affection for these 
groups of people because they are always in need of help. In addition, they 
possess the qualities which He set down as indispensable for entering into his 
Kingdom. 
 There are two occasions in the Gospels when Jesus blesses children and 
presents them as a model to his disciples. One took place in Capharnaum in 
Galilee while the other happened in Judaea, probably near Jericho, on the way 
to Jerusalem. Then children were brought to him, relates Saint Matthew. We 
can be sure that they were brought by women - by their mothers or their 
grandmothers or their sisters. They had entered into the house where Jesus 
was, probably nudging forward their little ones until they were right in front of 
Our Lord, that he might lay his hands on them and pray for them. It would 
seem as if it was Christ’s accustomed way with children. Perhaps the 
commotion this would cause had somewhat distracted the adults listening to 
the Master. And so the disciples rebuked the people. But the Lord intervened: 
Let the children come to me. He tells them, and do not hinder them; for to 
such belongs the Kingdom of heaven. And he laid his hands on them and went 
away. 
 By declaring that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to children Jesus 
teaches us, first of all, that children have a definite place there. As a 
consequence, great care should be taken in the preparation and guidance of 
children. More than anything else, they should be baptized as soon as 
possible, as Holy Mother Church has urged repeatedly in every epoch. That 
this law extends not only to adults but also to infants and children, and that 
the Church has received this from Apostolic tradition, is confirmed by the 
unanimous teaching and authority of the Fathers. Besides, it is not to be 
supposed that Christ the Lord would have withheld the Sacrament and grace 
of Baptism from children, of whom He said: Suffer the little children, and 
forbid them not to come to me. Parents are obliged to see to it that infants are 
baptized within the first weeks after birth. 
 Through Baptism children receive the life of Christ. They become sons 
and daughters of God in a completely new manner, becoming heirs to Heaven. 
Our Lord looks with special favour on those mothers who have their children 
baptized promptly, and who make the effort to teach them the truths of the 
Faith, regardless of the sacrifices involved. 
 Our Lord also reveals to us in this Gospel passage that his Kingdom 
belongs to those who become ‘as children’. This means having a clean heart 
and soul, being sincere and uncomplicated, without pride or pretensions. 
Before God we are indeed as little children, and should act accordingly. Being 
at the start of life, the child is open to any adventure. So it should be with you. 
Don’t put any obstacle in the way of your progressive union with Christ, a 
process which should continue throughout your whole life. 


