
Parable of the unjust steward 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 

 In the Gospel of the Mass, the Lord tells the parable of the unjust 
steward who is forced to give an accounting to his master. When the owner 
discovers what his steward had done, he wryly commends this shrewd 
behaviour. And Jesus, perhaps with a tinge of sadness, adds, “The sons of this 
world are wiser in their own generation than the sons of light.” The Lord does 
not mean to praise the dishonesty of this administrator who prepared for his 
future security. “Why did the Lord propose this parable?” asks St Augustine, 
“Not because that servant was a model for us to imitate. Nonetheless, the 
worldly-wise steward had an eye to the future. So too should the Christian 
have this determination to secure his eternal reward. If not, the steward puts 
him to shame.” The Master praised the quick-wittedness, the decisiveness, the 
shrewdness, the firm resolve of the steward who made the most of a difficult 
situation. He did not give in to discouragement. 
 We are well accustomed to seeing people make unbelievable sacrifices 
in order to improve their life-style or standard of living. At times we may be 
taken aback by the lengths people will go to acquire more wealth, power or 
fame. The media frequently trains a spotlight on ambitious people and their 
accomplishments. Well, we Christians must put the same amount of zeal into 
the service of God. This undertaking has both a material and a spiritual 
dimension. In the material realm, our society should manifest an authentic 
concern for the needs of the poor that is shown in education, just 
remuneration, meaningful social security benefits and programmes directed 
for the public welfare. In the spiritual realm, we have to make a heroic effort 
to win Heaven. “What zeal men put into their earthly affairs! Dreaming of 
honours, striving for riches, bent on sensuality! Men and women, rich and 
poor, old and middle-aged and young and even children: all of them alike. 
When you and I put the same zeal into the affairs of our soul, then we’ll have a 
living and working faith. And there will be no obstacle that we cannot 
overcome.” (Saint Josemaría) 
 At times, it seems as if the children of this world are more resolute in 
the pursuit of their goals than we Christians. They live as if there existed only 
what is here below, and they single-mindedly focus their attention on that 
end. The Lord wants us to put ourselves entirely into his concerns with at least 
the same determination as that with which others engage in worldly concerns. 
Jesus wants us to have a real interest in his things. This is the only objective 
that is truly worthwhile. No ideal is comparable to that of serving Christ, of 
using the talents we have been given as means to that everlasting goodness. 
 At the conclusion of the parable the Lord reminds us of an ineluctable 
fact: No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. We have only one Lord. We must serve him with all 
our heart, with the natural gifts He himself has given us, using every licit 
means throughout our entire life. We must direct everything toward him: our 
work, our plans, our leisure, without holding anything back. 


