
Treat everybody well 
(From Conversation with God, Fernandez Carvajal) 
 “You have heard that it was said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth. But I say to you, if anyone would go to law with you and take your tunic, 
let him take your cloak as well; and whoever forces you to go one mile, go with 
him two.” These words of Jesus in the Gospel of today’s Mass are an invitation 
to live charity beyond the criteria of men. 
 We should not be naive when dealing with people, but rather exercise 
prudence and justice (which might include demanding our rights). But neither 
should we regard any renunciation and sacrifice offered for the good of others 
as a mere excess of zeal, for it is by such actions that we become like Christ, 
who by his death on the cross gave us the example of a love that knew no 
human measure. 
 There is nothing in man more divine, more Christlike, than his 
meekness and patience in doing good. Of all the virtues leading to salvation, 
let us seek mainly those that benefit our neighbour. In the things of this world 
no one lives for himself; the craftsman, the soldier, the farmer, the merchant, 
all without exception contribute to the common good and to the good of their 
neighbour. This happens even more fully in the spiritual life, which is the true 
life. He who lives only for himself and despises his neighbour is useless, is not 
a man, does not belong to our lineage. 
 Our Lord’s repeated calls for us to be charitable at all times, and 
especially in his New Commandment, must stimulate us to follow His lead by 
finding concrete ways of being of help to others, such as by making those at 
our side happy, realizing that we can never be too extravagant in the practice 
of this virtue. Most of the time the practice of charity will consist in little 
details, something as simple as a smile, a word of encouragement, a kind 
gesture. In the eyes of God all of this is very pleasing and draws us closer to 
Him. We should consider areas where we can easily lack charity if we are not 
careful: rash judgements, negative criticism, neglect of others due to self-
centredness, forgetfulness. The Christian way of conduct is not the way of an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, but to do good always, even though 
occasionally such an attitude will not result in any human gain in this world - 
but at least we will have enriched our hearts. 
 Charity makes us understanding, ready to forgive, fit to live alongside 
everyone, so that those who think and act differently from us in social, 
political and even in religious matters will also have a claim on our respect 
and charity. 
 Love and courtesy of this kind should not, of course, make us 
indifferent to truth and goodness. Love, in fact, impels the followers of Christ 
to proclaim to all men the truth that saves. But we must distinguish between 
the error - which must always be rejected - and the one who is in error, for he 
never loses his dignity as a person even though he flounders amid false or 
inadequate religious ideas. A disciple of Christ will never treat anyone badly. 
Error he will call error, but he will correct the person in error with kindliness. 
Otherwise he will not be able to help him, to sanctify him. And that is the 
greatest manifestation of love. 


